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Mines of gold and silver have been found in the 
Hunstruck Mountains. Veins of lead and copper 
also exist in them, which appear to have been 
worked in former ages to a considerable extent, 
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2 GOLD AND SILVER MINES. 

These mining operations were resumed about the 
middle of the eighteenth century, by two brothers 
named FidoU, the sons of a French officer who had 
married a rich heiress at Quint. They obtained in 
1748 a grant of all the minerals in the "grand 
bailliage'* of Berncastle, gold alone excepted. 
They carried on« their researches with eminent 
success. They found many galleries^ previously 
unknown, perfectly formed, and in such order of 
preparation, that it would appear as if they had 
been abruptly abandoned, by reason of a plague, 
or a hostile invasion, or some other sudden and 
overwhelming cause. They re-opened several of 
the ancient mines, and made new excavations, the 
results of which afforded . them remuneration far 
beyond their most sanguine hc^s. Copper, lead^ 
and silver, were found in great abundance. 

In 1790 these mines were all in full operation, 
when the brothers Pidoll were compelled by the 
French to emigrate. When they returned they no 
longer possessed the capital which the works re. 
quired, and they assigned them to a M. Stock who 
carried them on until 1841, when his lease termi* 
nated. They are now in the hands of the Demoi- 



EXTRAORDINARY CLOUDS. 3 

^les de Pidoll, the sole heiresses of the property, 
and as they possess neither the capital, maty of course, 
the skill or spirit of enterprise which such opera- 
tions require, the works have ceased for some time. 
It would be well that some of our • English capi- 
talists should make inquiry upon the subject of 
these mines, which are said also to contain Mag* 
nesia. Slate quarries abound in the neighbour- 
hood. 

Soon after quitting Bemcastle, where we took on 
board several military oiBcers, I observed an extra- 
ordinary formation of clouds in the sky. We are 
told by Virgil that JSolus always kept his winds in 
his caverns confined in sacks, which he loosened 
whenever he desired to throw the elements into dis- 
order, and to lift the waters of the ocean from their 
deepest recesses. The clouds which I speak of 
perfectly realized the fable of the poet, so far as the 
isack-like appearance was concerned, the difference 
being, that these reservoirs of wind were in the 
heavens, whereas those of the God were in his 
caves. Nothing could be more accurate than the 
resemblance. Some of the bags appeared larger 
than others ; they were arranged in close succes-^ 
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4 INDICATIONS OF WHIRLWIND. 

sion one after another, lessening gradually, but not 
very materially, their necks apparently tied by 
cords, and in short every way like a sack of flower 
prepared to be carried away from the mill — the 
wind-mUlj as one might truly say in this in- 
stance. They were thirteen or fourteen in number, 
and terminated in a field of cloud, which stretched 
far beyond them. I called the attention of the 
passengers to this phenomenon ; they gazed upon it 
with wonder, declaring that they never beheld any 
thing like it before. I predicted that we should 
speedily have a whirlwind of no ordinary violence. 
We had the majestic ruins of Berncastle still in 
sight, when a strong wind arose; it blew hard, as 
the sailors say, and there was a lurid light on the 
horizon behind us, which announced an approach- 
ing storm. The awning on deck was taken down, 
as the gusts threatened every moment to bear it 
bodily away. We apprehended rain, but after a 
few showers it went off, although the sky gave any 
thing but promise of fine weather. The houses of 
the numerous villages which we passed by, after 
leaving Berncastle, appeared much more ancient 
than those on the borders of the Upper Moselle. 



FRENCH FORTIFICATIONS. 6 

Their gables generaUy faced the riyer, and bars 
of w€X)d, painted in various colours and arranged 
in ornamental configurations, after the Swiss 
fashion, were inserted in them. 

Upon reaching Graach we had again to make a 
wheel about to the left, in a direction right opposite 
to our direct course. So far did we recede that we 
went considerably below the latitude of Bemcastle. 
Upon the Hunstruck beyond Graach, the French 
constructed in 1795-6 a pile of fortifications, which 
they called the Mont National, to serve as a poini 
tPappui for their operations on the right bank of 
the Moselle. The most elevated part of the works 
is above Graach, and is connected with a line of 
intrenchments which are nearly on a level with the 
ridge of rocks called the Stumpfenthurm. The 
points of the bastions are seen farther on. The 
dedivities on the southern side are covered with 
vines; the other sides of the mountain presoit to the 
eye cultivated fields, wild heaths, forests, and barren 
rocks. Marshal Jourdan had at one time one hun- 
dred and fifty cannons mounted on the fortifica- 
tions just mentioned. 

Leaving Graach behind us, we speedily came in 



6 MEHLEN. 

view of Mehlen. The mountain sides on our 
right were clothed with com-fidds, on our left were 
vineyards extending as far as the eye could see. 
These vineyards still preserve a high reputation^ 
but not so much so as formerly. It is said that 
the soil is too rich and the vines have become too 
old. The best wine in this ndgfabouriiood is un* 
derstood to be that grown on the mountain betweai 
Graach and Zdtingen. On our right, opposite the 
village of Mdilen, is a small very ancient chapel^ 
which is supposed to have been formerly the 
Baptistery foe all the country round. 

The beauty of the Moselle displayed itself in all 
its gaiety, as we steamed along towards Zeltingen. 
The mountains gradually recede, and meadows, 
corn-fields, and vineyards came upon us altematdy,. 
spread out beneath the sun, arrayed in a thousand 
charms, and giving everywhere tokens of abundant 
wealth. The little hamlet of Josephshof is a pic-^ 
ture of the most romantic character : its inhabitants 
•--Hnen, women, and children — ^all came out to see 
us, and a more happy-looking, or a more neatly- 
dressed set of villagers, could seldom be seen else» 
where. 



VILLAGE OF ZELTINGEN. 7 

Zeltingen almost approaches to the rank of a 
town. The vines h&re are said to be peculiarly 
generous and wdl-fiavoured on one side of the 
Tillage, but rather indifferent on the other. Behind 
is an eminence, flat at top, and therefore calkd the 
<' TaUe.^ It was at one time the principal source 
of supply in com for the convent of Macheren, 
which is near it, but it has been lately planted with 
vines brought from Asmanshaus^i, where a most 
delicious red wine is gro^m; but the experiment 
has not succeeded : the wine has tumed out to be 
of a very inferior character. The .situation c£ the 
convent is remarkably picturesque; it is at the 
extremity of the ^ Table,'^ in a charming solitude, 
and is separated from the Moselle by a garden most 
carefully cultivated. It was founded in the year 
1257 for females, and was applied to religious pur- 
eposes down to the year 1837, when the two last 
remaining sisters having died, it was sold^ by order 
of the Prussian government, to a gentleman, who 
has converted it into a private residence* He re- 
spected, however, the choir of the church, which 
he has made his chapel. 

Having resumed our more direct course^ we pro- 



8 THE KAUTENBACH RIVER. 

ceeded, through scenery still enchanting, to the 
village of Uerzig, near which, in the face of a high 
red clifF called Michaelsley, may be seen a castel- 
lated wall. This wall covers the mouth of a cavern, 
which was occupied in the olden time by a band of 
robbers, each of whom, however, claimed to be of 
some order of knighthood : it was in a later age the 
residence of a pious hermit. It can only be entered 
by means of ladders. 

Following the still extraordinary windings of the 
river, we reached Riesbach, not far from which one 
branch of the Kautenbach river forms a junction 
with the Moselle; the other flows through the 
vOlage, and serves to turn several mills. The £au- 
tenbach abounds in fish, especially in salmon, a 
most delicious species of trout, and crawfish. At 
the approach of spring and autumn, the salmon 
ascend the stream in' great numbers: the angler 
would find here, in the season, constant employment 
for his rod, and if he were any thing of an artist, 
also for his pencil. The views all round are exqui- 
sitely varied and inspiring. 

A German traveller, touched with that amiable 
kindly feeling which is said to belong to what are 
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BIESBACH IN THE ^ OLDEN TIME.'' 9 

often called the ^^good dd times,^ has given a 
simple and interestiDg account of this place, which 
I shall offer no apology for introducing to the 
notice of the *' gentle reader.^ . 

^^ We made an excurdon one day," says Storck, 

» 

^* up the Moselle as far as the hamlet of Biesbach. 
In former days, the valley everywhere abounded in 
trees, which were bending beneath the weight of 
their fruit ; from time to time immense walnut-trees 
were seen towering high above the others ; but I 
can now no longer discover the fine old specimens 
6[ that tree which I had so often admired in the 
days of my youth. The villagers complain that 
they are not at all so prosperous as they used to be, 
and that the old men are rapidly wasting away. 
Along this beautiful road there were- everywhere 
benches, , upon which, in the good old times, the 
weary traveller, panting and bent down under his 
burden, might find repose* In the open country, 
as well as in the forests, there were several wells 
yidding the most cool and delicious water; near 
them were large hewn stones, upon which one might 
sit, and there were iron cups chained to the edge, 
by which one might take up the pure spring and 



10 ITS ANNUAL lESTIVAL. 

refresh cme^s thirst. I attribute all these conve- 
mencf s to the time whai the inhabitants cxf this 
country bdonged to the convents. The government 
of the ecclesiastical lords was always kmd and hu- 
mane ; they attended equally to the temporal and 
spiritual welfare of the peofde who were subject to 
them. I suspect that very few similar marks of 
goodness were paid to the inhabitants by the 
Frendi at the time when they erected Montroyal. 

^^Riesbach, whicb^ notwithstanding its ruined 
houses, still tapestried with old vine-arbours and 
shaded with fruit-trees, presents to the eye a chanur 
ing picture^ formerly possessed an old chapel ; it 
was built upon a salient point of the opposite bank^ 
at a little distance above the hamlet ; a superb lin- 
den tree spread its branches over the roof of the 
chapel; a vineyard was behind it; the Moselle 
formed here a graceful curve, and wata*ed an en- 
chiaitiDg country all covered with fruit-trees, and 
ascending by a gentle acclivity as far as the ruins 
of the convent of Wolf, where the chapel stood. 
For a long time the chapel had no regular pastor, 
but the curate of Tr^ben was bound by an old 
charter to cdebrate in it the divine service on the 
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Tuesday after Pentecost. Every summer, the soli* 
tude that usually prevailed aU round was dissipated 
by a crowd c^ the country people, who came hither 
dressed in their holiday clothes and fiill of gaiety* 
They trooped alcmg towards the chapel throu^ 
the beautiful flowery uplands and shaded green 
valleys ; boys and girls, men and women, were all 
adorned with bouquets and flowers ; the young men 
filled their pockets with rosebuds, and during the 
celebration of mass threw them to their friends and 
acquaintances, especially to those of the fair sex. It 
was a very old custom, and no priest had ever 
thought of forbidding it. At the end of the mass 
the chapel was streWbd with these rosebuds. But 
all this is now gone by. Vines occupy the place 
where chapel and the old linden tree were. The age 
of avarice, of the sale of the national domains and 
of ecclesiastical property, has paid no respect to 
sanctuary, or to popular festivity, or to any memo- 
rials of the ancient simplicity and piety of our an- 
cestors. Every thing of any value has been sacri- 
ficed for the sake of getting money.'" 

After we passed the Kautenbach, a range of 
orchards, which extend as far as Trarbach, form an 
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agreeable contrast with the more open and smiling 
country on the opposite side of the Moselle. Lofty 
mountains of slate behind the orchards occasionally 
project their dark shadows over the river. Isolated 
rocks, decorated with thickets and brambles, lift 
their heads over the lofty precipices, while here vast 
ravines occur, in most of which slate quarries have 
been worked. 
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The ruins of the convent of Wolf still formed 
a most striking object in the scenes through which 
we were passing. The views of the country all 
round from the eminence upon which those ruins 
stand must be magnificent. But our admiration 
for these remains of Christian antiquity was speed- 
ily lost in the still higher feeling of surprise, on 
beholding the town of Trarbach, the romantic si- 
tuation of which is perfectly captivating. It has 
sometimes been compared to Oberwesel, one of the 
most picturesque places on the Rhine. A line of 
houses is built along the margin of the Moselle, 
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the valley of which is here considerably enlarged. 
The view from Trarbach towards Traben, on the 
other side of the river, and of the noble vineyards 
by which the latter town, seated on a high hill, is 
surrounded, may well be. ranked among the gems 
of the Mosdle. The interior streets of the town, 
as far as we could see, are of necessity most irre- 
gularly formed, on account of the hilly nature of 
the ground which they occupy. Some of the 
houses in those streets seemed to us perched in the 
air. The town is surrounded by a strong wall, 
still further strengthened by several towers. There 
are three gates, in good preservation, surmounted 
also by towers, which add much to the chivalrous 
aspect of the place. It contains a handsome old 
church and tapering steeple. 

High in the heavens, upon an abrupt ridge of 
rocks, above the town, i^ seen the imposing ruins 
of the castle of Graefenburg. It is said to have 
been built by the Countess Loretta, of the family 
of Sponheim, in the year 1338, with the money 
pobured by her for the ransom of Baldwin, one 
of the former archbishops of Treves. Bitter feuds 
had long existed between those prelate-princes and 
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the house of Sponheixn. When the Countess be- 
came a widow, Baldwin, thinking that he might 
invade her territory, and plunder her peo[de with 
impunity, made a regular foray through all her 
possessions, and seized a great part of them to his 
own use. But the Countess, who was a heroine 
of no ordinary spirit, soon collected a host of her 
vassals, and attacking the archbishop's troops, ex- 
|)elled them from every part of her domains. She 
lemained apparently ccaitent with her triumph for 
a short time, until hearing that Baldwin was pre- 
paring to go down to CoUenz in his barge by the 
Moselle, she caused a strong chain to be drawn 
across the river, at the foot of the castle of Starken- 
burg. The archbishop having set out from Treves, 
attended only by a small retinue, was quietly sail- 
ing down the current, little suspecting the ambus- 
cade that was prepared for him. The moment his 
barge struck the chain, a number of armed boats 
rushed towards his vessel ; in a moment after he 
was a captive, and having been conducted into the 
castle, was there treated with the greatest courtesy 
by the countess, but was detained under strict 
guard until he consented to raze a fort which he 
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had commenced building on her territory, and 
moreover paid the sum, enormous in those times, 
of eleven thousand livres. 

Thus supplied, the countess resolved on erecting 
a citadel on the summit of the mountain over Trar- 
bach, amongst a number of abrupt rocks, where it 
was scarcely thou^t that a human habitation 
could have been erected. It was so constructed as 
to be unassailable on all sides. It had only two 
entrances, one a large gate which opened out on 
the Hunstruck, the other a narrow door on the 
side of the town, which could not be reached ex- 
cept by means of ladders. It had a number of 
large towers, and turrets in the usual form, an 
arsenal well supplied with modern and ancient 
weapons, and a vast dstem always kept filled with 
water for the supply of the garrison. Near the 
great gate was a tower, much more lofty than any 
of the others, accessible on the outside by means 
of wooden ladders, which might easily bc'removed 
in case of danger. The tower had a double wall^ 
and a narrow staircase between, by which the 
guards within might ascend or descend without 
being seen firom the outside. Opposite the great 
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gate there was an enormous predpioe, called the 
JBftmna-Sprung^ or the leap of the Hunns. The 
citadel was flanked with bastions, and bristled all 
over with canon. It figures in the history of the 
Thirty Years* War, of the war of the Spanish 
Succession, and of the early wars of the French 
Revolution. 

While this fortress was in the possession of 
Louis XIV., several considerable additions were 
made to it, to each of which a name was assigned, 
one of which was the FontangeSy or Lantern* 
There is a curious anecdote connected with this 
appellation ; if T were to pass it over, the ladies 
never would forgive me. 

One day, while Louis XIV. and his mistress 
were out hunting, the wind carried away part of 
her head-dress, and she was obliged, in conse- 
quence, to tie up her fine hair with a riband, which 
fell down in knots upon her forehead. The king 
thought this impromptu arrangeinent so becoming, 
that he entreated her not to change it the whole 
day, and the following day all the ladies of the 
court had their hair dressed after the same fashion, 
which was called-— a la Fontanges. By degrees 
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the new ^yle ymB m^proved^ and tihe Fontanges 
erentuaUj beeaEme regidaa* fabrics, composed of 
iron wires, ribands, bockks, and needks, raised 
on the bead to a height et nearly two feet, thus 
making the &ce to appear almost the coitre cif the 
person who wore it. If the fair bearer of this bur- 
den, over which the hair was wound, were to make 
the least movemoit, it threatened to tumble from 
her head, so that liaTing once made good her way 
into a saloon, there die was compelled to be as 
motionless as an automaton. 

This was sndi an extremely inoenveniait fashion, 
that the king, who blamed himself for allowing it 
to be introduced, did all he could to banish it, but 
in viun'; it was all the ¥Ogue, and no lady dared to 
go into company wkhont having her hair dressed 
kla Fontanges. lEqually ineffieetuai were all the 
egcertions of the clergy to put down tiiis innovate. 
At last one of our own spirited countrywomen did 
the busaness. Lady Shaftesbury, wife of Lord 
Shaftesbury, then ambassador at ^e court of 
fhnnoe, had the cotnrage to appear at court one 
day, wi<h her haar very i^btly elevated. Her de- 
noBciHtioas agasimt the absinrd FantwngeSj -and her 



TOWN OF TRABEN, 19 

example, had an instant effect, and the pyramidB 
speedily disappeared, much to the annoyance of the 
Jdng, who felt chagrined that a foreigner, and a 
woman, was much more powei£ul in the Pari&ian 
world of fashion than he was himself 

M. Stork, already mentioned, speaks in his woidc 
fxf a curious monument, called in that country the 
WeDrStein, which is placed on an isolated peak, 
^^mmanding a kind of rocky amphitheatre, on the 
summit of the mountains, about two leagues from 
Trarbach. From his description of it, it seems to 
he in every respect a fiic-fiimile of our Stonehenge. 
I have seenithe ruins ofafiimilM* ten^ple — ^if such it 
•ought to be called^— near Glengari^ in Ireland, of 
which I could find no account in any of our books 
icS antiquities. 

The wines &£ Traben are routed to possess a 
jpemarkably fine and delicate flavour. The town haa 
41 cheerful, youthful -aspect, ^although it suffered 
severely in all the wars which have been .carried on 
in this country. Its situation is peculianly pictu- 
sesque, on account of its being on aiiill, as I have 
already stated, the vines, extending beneath it aU 
jround to the margin of the Moselle, interspersed 
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here and there with pleasant gardens. The houses 
have a superior appearance ; they are arranged in a 
linear direction, and terminate near the church, 
which, together with the neat dwellings of the 
curate and the sacristan, form a group apart, in 
the midst of clustering vines. 

There is something of a mystical aspect about 
this place, which has been thought in early times, 
according to tradition, to have arisen from its having 
been particularly favoured by Bacchus. It has 
been honoured as his image, which, with the licence 
of poetry, it might be considered, taking the town 
for the head, and the declivities, mantled in vines 
and gemmed with myriads of flowers, as the appro- 
priate raiment of the god of wine. By a similar 
legendary faith, not altogether unsustained by the 
gay complexion of the place, Riesbach is said to 
have been so called, because it seems to be a reflec- 
tion of the smile of Bacchus ; and to complete the 
picture, we are told that Trarbach was his throne* 

However these etymologies may be disposed of 
by the linguists, one cannot avoid admitting, that 
there is every thing of beauty, of exuberance, of 
mystical interest, and inspiring joyousness in the 
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views, which, upon all this part of the Moselle, cap* 
tivate the eye, to warrant the feeling, that if such 
a god had ever real existence, he could not have 
chosen a throne so meet, nor so chanmng an impres- 
sion of his divine sniile, nor so goodly an image of 
his person when most contented with his banquet, 
and most redolent of the juice of the grape, than 
Trarbach, Riesbach, and Traben. 

One of the attractions, for an artist especially, in 
all these scenes, is the perpetual contrasts which he 
discovers between the sunny animation of one side 
of the river, and the frowning, savage solitudes of 
the ranges of the Hunstruck on the other, upon 
whose rocky precipices and deep ravines no beam 
of light seems ever to have fallen. Quarries of 
dark slate, left by the miners hewed out in the 
rudest shapes, look across the smoothly flowing 
river upon meadows, corn-fields, vineyards, gentle 
eminences, hills, and valleys, endowed with every 
form of grace, and yielding all things calculated 
*' to cheer the heart of man,'' 

** To make man happy, and to keep him so." 

Those who have seen in St. Peter's the statues of 
Justice and Prudence, by Michael Angelo, in the 
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latter of which deformity prevails, while in the 
other there ww so much of enrapturing loveliness- 
that a later artist had to cast a tunic over it, to 
chasten its charms, will here behold pictured in 
landscape, by the hand of nature, the same concept 
tion that had fired the mind of the immortal sculp- 
tor, while he chiselled out those unrivalled ernana- 
tions of his genius. 

On still between beauty and horror, until we 
reach the village of Starkenburg, the scene of 
Baidwin'^s captivity. Here is a promontory covered 
with brambles, behind which the armed boats, pre- 
pared to give him a most unexpected reception, 
were easily concealed. A little beyond this point 
is an escarped rock of sdiistus, at the fix)t of which 
there is a gulf, called the Wag, said to be un- 
fathomable. We next passed by an idUmd to 
Enkirch, a considerable village, said to contain 
2,000 inhabitants. As the Moselle is here pretty 
free from windings, we were speedily in sight of 
the celebrated ruins of Marienburg, originally a 
convent, and subsequently converted into a fortifi- 
cation. Our direct course was, however, of very 
short duration, for the moment we arriyed at the 
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village of Punderich, we wheeled about instantly to 
the right. I observed from the chart which I held 
in my hand, that had a canal been cut across the 
land here, a sailing vessel might have been spared 
at least three hours to gain the opposite pointy such 
is the extent of the siaBoiity which we had here to 
penetrate. A passenger who wished to vary his 
route might have here disembarked; and walked 
across the isthmus^, if it may be so called, in less 
than an hour, die distance being scarcely three 
miles. 
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MABiENBuaG, in the middle ages, belonged to 
a religious order of females, who followed the rules 
of St. Augustin. It was also occupied for a while 
by twelve canonesses of noble descent ; but the po- 
sition was found of so much importance in times of 
war, that it was frequently occupied by troops, and 
became so inconvenient for the residence of women, 
that the canonesses were eventually removed, and 
permitted to take up their abodes separately wher- 
ever they chose. A pension was conceded to each, 
of twenty-five golden florins, half a tun of wine, 
and three sacks of wheat. The last inhabitants of 
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these cloisters are said to have quitted them with 
yeiy great reluctance ; and well they might, for the 
scenes which they had heen accustomed to contem-, 
plate from their terraces must have deeply attached 
them to their holy retreat. 

Beneath, the Moselle presented itself to their 
view, in the form nearly of four different rivers 
radiating from the foot of the rock upon which 
their convent stood, so extraordinary are the wind- 
ings of the Moselle in this vicinity. Raising their 
eyes fixnn the waters, they gazed upon an amphi- 
theatre of hills, clothed with a sombre forest to the 
utmost verge of the horizon. In the nearer ground 
of the picture were slopes spread with vines, vil- 
lages with their neat chapels and spires, gardens, 
farm-yards, boats with their cargoes ascending and 
descending the river, barges haply bearing gay par- 
ties on tours of amusement ; troopa of oxen wend- 
ing their way to or from their pastures, herons 
soaring, or perched on rocks, watching the favour- 
able moment to pounce upon their prey below. 
The sisters must have felt peculiar delight, while, 
walking in their' gardens and telling their beads, 
the sounds of sweet bells, especially on Sundays and 
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holvlays^ leached them on tbeir airy height, from 
the mimeiouft diarche&» convents, and rustic csha- 
pels, by which IJiey were snrnomidecL 

From Marienbtii^ it is but a short distance to 
Zell. This village, of neniytwo thousand inha- 
bitants, is situated, in a efaarmfng valley, which 
seemft to retire into the heaitof the mountain. The 
declivities on eidier side are richljr cultivated, wiA 
the exception o£ those where clusters of rocks defy 
the toil of the husbandman* The debris of the old 
walls by which, diepioce was fimnerly surrounded 
and the Domains of watcfaf towers' and fortiiScations, 
indicate the importance attached to^ it in the times 
of the wars^ Thepartioss of it near the Moselle 
presents a lineof handsome houses, with modem 
fk9ades, gaiidens pnettii^K laid out and carefully 
dressed, and. several pictunesque groups of poplar 
trees* In the intexiar of the villi^ the habitations 
are of a mudi more andent architecture. << Other 
men,'' says a quaint foieigni writer, speaking of this 
contrast, ^ and other manners existed in those 
earlier times, and one is at first surprised to see 
come forth from those massive buildings, ornament- 
ed with Grothic sculptures, ladies and gentlemen in 
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light costume, distingiiished for their taste and fe* 
iduonabk. air, and saluting each other in the narrow 
aticeets, according to the usages of ban ton I " The 
wine of ZbH is of the. most exquisite ordes. 

Not far from here stands the hamlet of Springs 
ier^iach^, whece there was formerly a convent of 
Carmdites. Thejr enjoyed a revenue of wine, 
wbichwas taken, away from them by the Prince of 
Salm* The good electcH*,. Jean Hugo,, paid tfaem 
aa unexpected visit one evening in Lent, while 
liiey were at cQlhuion, and having nothing to drink 
kt Gonsequaice of the loss of their revenue^ except 
amidl; beer, a pint of which was placed, before each 
of the fiiars* Hugo tasted the beer,, and eat of 
their black, ilL-baked rye bread, its only accompar 
niment. He took compassion on the poor monks^ 
and. said to them — ^^ Wdl^ never mind ; you shall 
hencefiorth. have a better beverage than this during 
Lent. I some time ago lent the people of Burg a 
aim of money, which they never can repay, for it 
was counted down in pieces of the rarest gold, and 
IMces like tothese they never can return. For in- 
teiest, I receive annually a tunof wine at my own 
choice, the growtb of the soil belonging to Burg. 
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Now, this tun I hereby assign to you, for your be- 
verage during Lent. I only ask in return, that 
when the pitcher, filled with my wine, is placed 
upon your table, you will drink a merry toast to 
Jean Hugo ; and that after my death, the pitcher 
shall be ornamented with a black riband, and shall 
not begin to be pushed around, until a solemn de 
Profundia be recited for the repose of my soul.'^ 

Having completed our round-about course to the 
opposite point of the isthmus, before noticed, w© 
proceeded to Alf, a village situated at the mouth of 
the valley of the Isbach, where the Luxemburg 
priest left us, in order to pursue his course to Ber- 
trich. The good pastor evidently looked forward 
to this little excursion with a great deal of pleasure. 
He had frequently drank of the waters before, and 
never without benefit to his health. The month he 
meant to spend there would be his annual vacation 
from the severe labours of his misi^on ; his mind 
seemed at perfect ease. He described to me with 
great minuteness the beauties of the place. The 
valley of the Isbach river, through which he had 
to travel a distance of about six miles, he said, was 
of itself a continued landscape of the most charm- 
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ing character. The river exceeded even the Mo- 
selle, in the number and abruptness of his sinuosi- 
ties, and every step presented something new to be 
admired. As a tract of sylvan scenery he thought 
it unrivalled ; the declivities of the hills on each 
side were clothed to the very summits virith various 
species of trees, whose differently tinted and exube- 
rant foliage always afforded delight to the eye, and 
umbrageous shelter from the sun, while the limpid 
current, abounding in fish, meandering over a bed 
of many-coloured stones and pebbles, and singing 
merrily as it sought its way to the Moselle, did him, 
as he thought, more good than even the mineral 
element, of which he drank every morning. Re- 
turning to his favourite walks, now winding through 
the woods, now passing by the banks of this beau- 
tiful stream, after his eleven months of hard work, 
with broken health, weakened digestive powers, 
and an over-occupied mind, he no sooner (he added) 
entered the valley than he experienced a sense of 
relief, as if his heart had beea baptized in the cool 
waters of the Isbach. 

I observed to him that the mountains through 
which we bad been just passing seemed to me to 
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possess mach of the volcanic character. He agEsed 
wilh me, and further said, thdt many Tolcanoes 
had, in fanner ages, existed in different parts of 
the Hunstruck mountains. In the neighbourhood 
*of Bertrich also numbers xif craters were still to be 
seen. He 'mentioned a curious grotto, which 'fwros 
one of the " lions " for the Tisitors of flertrick It 
was composed, floor, sides, roof and all, of basaltic 
materials, portions of which were in a columnar 
form. The joints of the columns were corroded, 
and ^ere thus made so nearly to ^resemble did 
cheeses, that thegrotto has besen called the ^^JKaem- 
keller'*' — 'that is the ^Cheese-cellar. The waters ^iof 
the baths he described as warm :and sulphtuous. 
He used them inwardly, and though ;at ^first dts- 
agieeable to the taste, he found them so ^efficacious 
that he soon became Teconciled to them. The 
number of visitors in the season was not great ; the 
place was retired, the accommodations ^decent and 
economical, suitable to idhe circumstances of those 
who, like himself, were not jrich, :and who merely 
went there for the sake of health wad r^rement. 

Alf contains several houses of a supeidoir order, 
painted in greai and white. The church, yMoh 
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stands on a hill above it, is of modem construction, 
Bimpk and chaste in its style, and in good keeping 
with the general aspect of the country. A little 
way up the valley may be seen the ruins of the 
fort of Arras, connected with many events which 
occurred in the days of chivalry. It was attacked 
in the year 1196 by Adalbert, one of the former 
warrior-archbishops of Treves, and such was the 
lesistanoe offered to him, that he swore, not exactly 
in oriental style, by his beard, but that he never 
would shave until he sucoeeded in taking the fort. 
There are some iron forges and 'furnaces up the 
valley. 

On the right bank of the Moselle, opposite Alf, 
is the village of Bulay, half-hidden behind groups 
of shady trees. JVIerry Jtroops of young urchins 
xan down to shout to us as we passed. This 
village was formerly the rendezvous for all tbe 
country round, to celebrate jtheir periodical jEesti- 
vals. Upom one of these occasions, it is said that 
Pnederiok of Hallslein, a hexo distinguished £or hk 
extraordinaiy strength, while the people wess all 
engaged in the anmsements of liie day, appeared 
suddenly in the midst of them with a hogshead, 
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containing a whole tun of wine, on his shoulder, 
out of which he drank od libitum. Two men of 
the neighbourhood, determined not to be outdone^ 
and to maintain the honour of thdr district in the 
presence of the stranger, immediately quitted the 
festive scene, and shortly after returned, each 
bearing on his shoulder a similar burden, to the 
great astonishment and joy of the spectators, and 
the whole three drank together, amidst shouts of 
applause, to the healths of the Roman Emperor, 
the Elector of Treves, and the Abbess of Marien- 
berg. Cred(U Jadcsus ! 

Immediately after quitting Alf, the steward'*s 
assistant fired off a pistol, in order to display the 
echoes on this part of the river. The first re^ 
doubled with loud voices quite near us, and then 
ran gradually diminishing away among the dis- 
tant mountains. 

The scenery here changes materially in its cha- 
racter. Hitherto, for a considerable distance, we 
had mountains on one side, and levels or gentle 
eminences with hills occasionally on the other. But 
in approaching Bremm and Ald^und, the chains 
approach so nearly to each other on both banks of 
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the river, that they seemed as if they were to 
impede our further progress ; there are, moreover, 
small islands in the river which complete the illu- 
sion. However, as we advanced we found our way 
by degrees opening through terraces, most of which 
were w^led up to preserve the soil upon which the 
vines grow. 

Bremm, on our left, is situated at the foot of a 
gigantic mass of rocks, which rise above it in am- 
phitheatrical form. Rude though they be, the 
vine is successfully cultivated upon them to the 
very top. On the right the mountain recedes a 
little, so as to aiFord space for a meadow, upon 
which formerly stood the convent, occupied by the 
Chapter of the noble ladies of *Stuben. The very 
ndns of the building have. nearly all disappeared, 
with the exception of a massive wall, which appears 
to have formerly belonged to the ^chapel. This 
spot has all the charms of that solitude and repose 
which one retreating from the turmoil of the world 
would desire to discover. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

Sofioesiioit of Bctuees on liie Biver.. Nimenrat tans. Mnlti- 
ti^dinous Villages. Beilf tern. Remarkable conne of the Mo- 
selle. Steam-boats ontbeRiTer. Paucity of Paasengers. Hie 
MoieUis not ytt wdl known* Burner. OMdes at Xranstt. JU>- 
tractionsof its Scenery. Onr Dinner-table. The Saloon Din- 
ners. Sadden desertion of the Saloon. Codidm. A Female 
Acquaintance. S^MNmbdoBS on her Character. HcrPortrait. 
Gstttioa to Y^Hmg TiMnUen* Mkaoswrzes* AGennanK^. 
A Female Adventorer. A Satanic Tempter. Admonitions. 

A SUCCESSION of villages with old houses^ lofty 
gables, tlirough the small windows of vihich pretty 
laughing faces were peeping; derated broken hiil^ 
hamlets and cottages perched upon Or almost 
hidden amongst them ; streets terminating in ardi« 
ways on the bank ; vistas through these archways, 
presenting groups of men, women, and diildrea, 
as if placed there for an artist to sketch ; occasion- 
ally isolated hills, high, dark, desolate, frowning 
and jutting into the river ; deep ravines ; volcanic 
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hSls, Gonataittly varying iiL shape and height, some 
naked, some deiisdy wooded, with vines inter- 
spersed ; mountains rising on each side perpenr 
dicularly, as if they had been hewn down to make 
way for the etarent upon which we were gliding ; 
stripy nay, patches of rines, wherever .handful of 
soil could be retained to nourish them, fiirmed the 
features of the scenery through which we a{^ 
pioaehed Beiktein. 

Every moment some curious novelty appeared. 
Our progress was so rapid, that it seemed as if we 
were about to strike against an impenetrable 
mass of huge rock. But though pencilling my 
notes as rapidiy and with as much brevity as I 
could, I searcdy looked up from my book, when 
the difBcukies I had just ^med insttrmountahie 
were passed, and a new series of similar (apparrat) 
^dDstacIes came in view; The eye and hands of die 
pilot were never at rest^ It required a perfect 
knowledjge of the river to escape from being dashed 
every instant agaansl one bank er tbe djier, so 
short,, so quick, were tbe turas is the eonxae cf the 
current. In someparts of the paisage the stamla 
of date took a dmtii^; dJaectson^ and m thoiiwrnd 
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interstices having been formed in them by the 
rains and storms, they assumed the appearance of 
staircases fh>m the base to the smnmit of the 
mountain. 

It was difScult to set down the names, or even 
to count the number, much less to catch the 
striking features, of the villages by which we now 
passed. They had all one sort of attraction or 
another: churches, bits of fortifications, towers 
more or less ruined, fragments of old Roman re- 
mains, and white cottages in sheltered recesses of 
rocks. Senhdm and Senhals are particularly 
striking for their romantic aspect. So also is Beil- 
stein, nestled at the foot of a rock, upon the top of 
which stand the ruins of a round tower, and of a 
set of fortifications, surmounted by a square don- 
jon keep, constituting altogether one of the most 
picturesque memorials of chivalry to be seen on 
the Moselle. 

The course of the river immediately after 
quitting Belstein is very remarkable : the windings 
of the Danube and the Rhine are, in some places, 
sufiiciently curious ; but the turn which the Mo- 
selle pursues here appears fantastic. It proceeds 
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at first right towards the west for a short distance, 
then it runs along towards the north-west, then 
passing a very narrow promontory, rushes back 
almost direct south to a point considerably below 
the latitude of Beilstein, and almost as far as 
Senheim, until it arrives at Cochdm. There bend- 
ing round again, it proceeds northward. Its 
greatest caprices mayfbe said to be then over ; its 
curves, with a few exceptions, are not subsequently 
very remarkable, as if it thought fit to prepare 
itself, with all due decorum and dignity, for its 
union with the Rhine. 

We met near Beilstein the second boat that plies 
upon the Moselle, belonging to the same company 
as that in which we were embarked. It is named 
after the river itself, and seemed to be of about the 
same power and tonnage as. ours. Our boat was 
as yet anonymous. I afterwards learned from a 
member of the company that they intended to call 
it the *' Baldwin,'' in honour of the archbishop of 
Treves, whom I have had occasion more than once 
to mention. The engines of our vessel were repre- 
sented to me as producing a power equivalent to 
that of one hundred and eighty horses. The en- 
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terprise had not ms jet assumed a sooeessfiil aispeGt. 
It was new, and although the nva* bid no doubt 
been preriously traversed bj many pevsons who 
are fond ^ beaiutif ul scenery, and of ai^ling ia 
the many rivulets which yidd their tributes to the 
MoseUe, never&ekss, the number of vaskars has 
hitherto been so extremely limited, especially from 
England, that the company wete stfll miach in ad- 
ranee upon their speccdation. 

The Moselle, not being on the highway to the 
baths of Germany, has beai altogether neglected 
by our hosts of summer emigrants; or, I should 
ratiier perhaps say, that it has not been Icnown to 
Ihem. Moreover, the fadlities of steam naviga* 
tion upon the river did not exist before the sianmer 
of 1841 ; and the bar]^, which previously afforded 
As cmly means of transit, were far from being 
com&xrtable. Most of the inns between Treves 
and Coblenz, on both sides of the Moselle, are 
said to be of a very inferior chai:act6r; so that I 
bdieve it is my good fortune to introduce to the 
notice of my countrymen the coundess, and I may 
truly add, the matchless charms of this river. 

As it fell to my lot to open to Europe the pre- 
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TiDUHly TEnknown ironders loi the Danube^ and to 
ghre no sliglit impulse to the undertaking of the 
wsooiation bjr wUdi 8team430Bts were Sat launched 
upon it, flo I tn»t that the desciqition which this 
work contains of the Moieile will induce many to 
enjoy the delight which my friend and I expe- 
rienced whikoontemphiting its attractions — attrac- 
tions which are still, and ever will be to us, sources 
of the most agreeable recollections. For my own 
part, I look Back upon that voyage as a vision, of 
which I could not have had any presentiment. I 
hope that before my sun sets below the horizon 
of life, I may have the happiness to enjoy it again, 
and to roam over the romantic hills^and Talleys by 
which its banks are so prodigally ornamented. 

We had, during the latter hours of our voyage, 
taken in at various stations several passengen 
chiefly of •the4)etter orders of society. The prin- 
cipal cabin was raised, leaving a space between the 
door of entrance and the stem open. Foreaeax^ 
the consequence of the numbers who would ait 
down to dinner, and of the heat caused by the 
proximity of the boilers, I concluded that even a 
temporary confinement in such an oven would be 
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any thing but agreeable. Moreover, finding it im- 
possible to withdraw myself from the panonvna 
through which we were still passing, I secured a 
small table in the open space above mentioned, 
where we ordered our dinner to be brought. But 
I could not put my pencil out of my hand. , A 
little soup and roast chicken were quite sufficient 
to appease my corporeal appetite, the spirit really 
prevailing in this instance over the flesh, in every 
sense of the word. 

I suspect there was a little ingenuity played off 
here by the steward, by fixing the dinner hour pre- 
cisely at the time when the vessel would be pass- 
ing through some of the choicest scenery on the 
Moselle. At all events, the first course was scarcely 
• over, when the word *^ Cocheim ^ having been an- 
nounced by one of the waiters, the company all 
rushed out in a body, and ascended the deck, in 
order to admire the singularly beautiful prospect of 
that ancient town and its environs. They came out, 
the ladies especially, dripping with the results of 
the atmosphere in which they must have been 
nearly boiled, and they found it so difficult to re- 
turn to their steam bath, and the perfumes with 
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whidi it was medicated — perfumes, I fancy, not 
much improved by the odour of soups and vege- 
tables and meats — that they declined to return to 
the cabin. The waiters pretended to be in a state 
of perturbation, but they were not slow in removing 
the cloth. 

Our table was the envy of some of the passen- 
gers, who had wished to have prolonged their, re- 
past, for Crermans are not fond of bdng interrupted 
upon such occasions. We, of course, offered our . 
table to any of the ladies who would accept of it, 
but they all declined except one, who said, in very 
good English, spoken with a German accent, that 
she would not deprive us of either of our chairs, but 
that, if we would permit her, she would join our 
party; and so saying she ordered a stool to be 
brought down from the deck, and dessert and wine 
to be set down before her. 

All this was done with the coolest air imaginable. 
I had noticed her in the morning, for she had enn 
barked at Treves, walking on deck unaccompanied, 
occasionally reading, then suddenly stopping, and 
placing herself in a pensive, rather theatrical atti- 
tude, evidently soliciting attention. Admiration 
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she ooiild hardly have expected, for though her 
figure "WBB vetygood, and rather ahove theor& 
nary female dze, her bust and her features bore 
eyery trace of the epoch at the wrong side of forty. 
And yet it was manfiest that the handmaids of a 
green-room might, by the exercise of their miracu* 
lous art, have sent this lady forth on the stage, look- 
ing at least some ten or fifteen years younger. Her 
«yes were dark and good, and so well disciplined 
in the science of expression, in the roll, the leer, 
Ihe coquettish downward look, the piercing glance 
from the comer of the eye-lid, that I had no hesi- 
tation in setting her down in my notes, as either 
a public player, or a singer, or, pezhaps, both. 

I endeavoured, in the most delicate way I could, 
to gain a little information upon this point, but I 
"was unsuccessful. She talked a good deal. about 
our literature ; said she was a German, and shewed 
by her conversation that she possessed a good deal of 
taste. She was not over-dressed, but what she had 
on wns of the best materials; Here I should have 
left her portrait, but I think it may be useful to 
'some young travellers, into whose hands these 
volumes may chance to fall, to follow up the sketch 
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I Jiave grvcn of her, by a few particulars, wkicb 
may, I hope, senre as a cautioa to them when 
wandetii^ abroad. 

She at first endeavoured to reoDmmend herself to 
my ei^iedal notice, talked of the inconveiiiences to 
whkh ladies, obliged by affairs of importance to 
make long journeys, were exposed, and of the 
miseries of having upon such occasions nobody to 
talk to. I saw wA once her object, and treated her 
aooordingly, but with all necessary politeness. 
Her manoeuvres — and they disfdayed consummate 
ikill and tact — w&e next played off upon my 
young friend. Bat even had I not been near to 
warn him, his own solid virtues would have saved 
him from danger— <knger, by the bye, not very 
serious in this case, for the lady, though not with- 
out some xenmants of comdiness, possessed no very 
irresistible attractions. 

When we subsequently landed at CoUenz, we 
found her in the same hotel with ourselves, and as 
it is the usual fashion in Germany for all the guests, 
wliether fiuaniies, single ladies, or gentlemen, to 
breakfast, dine, and sup in the same saloon, gene- 
rally a very spacious one, it happened, by some 



44 A . GERMAN KEY. 

accident that we were again near each other, while 
Bellew and I were endeavouring to console our- 
selves for the scanty dinner (not certainly attribu- 
table to the steward) which we had had on board 
the steamer. The presence of many other guests 
deterred her from renewing her conversation with 
us : but she had not yet abandoned her designs. 

To the key of every sleeping-chamber in the 
hotel there is attached a small round piece of lead, 
upon which is impressed the number of the apart- 
ment to which it affords access. Our friend laid 
her key upon the table, near her plate, but she took 
very good care that the side of the lead shewing the ' 
number should be uppermost. Her purpose, so 
far as we were concerned, turned out a decided 
failure, and she saw it. She then upon some pre- 
text postponed her supper. In a few minutes after, 
we saw her seated before a cotelette de veau^ and in 
high conversation with a Jew ! The next day we 
observed her hastening on board the steam-boat for 
Dusseldorf ! 

Now, I believe, I do this person no injustice in 
designating her as an adventurer, who had set out 
upon an expedition to find some dupe, more espe- 
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cially, if she could, some English dupe, upon 
^hom she could fix herself for a while, and from 
ivhose pockets she might extract as much money as 
she could. The first stage of blandishments being 
over, she would next have recourse to persecution, 
from which she would not desist until her captive 
should propitiate her by a considerable ransom. 

This occurrence reminds me of another some- 
what kindred circumstance, which I ought to have 
already mentioned. Being on our way from 
Namur to DinaQt in the cotipe of the diligence, 
while changing horses at the first stage from the 
former place, a man, not ill-dressed, but by no means 
of prepossessing appearance, entered the caupe^ and 
placed himself between Bellew and me. There 
was abundant room for him in the interior of the 
diligence, and I intimated as much to him ; but he 
did not take the hint.^ Meantime the fresh horses 
were put to, and we drove off. He was apparently 
very anxious to engage us in conversation, told us 
that he was an officer in the police, and produced 
a very handsome tortoise-shell snuff-box from 
which he requested us to take snuff. This we de- 
clined: He then called our attention to a painting 
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upon the external wde cf Ae lid of the box. The 
pamting lepreaented a gioop of figtnea at caxdsy 
-and was certaMy veiy beastifull j exeented. As 
he conceived that he had thus made some way m&. 
us, be said that these was en the inside' of the Hd 
anollier paiwthig miicb better, executed eren than 
the one we had seen, and instantly he turned k up 
4ind pisoed before us a itaoe of the most disgusting 
^scriptic»x. Desiris^ him to shut his box instimtly, 
I tdd him plainly that he was an agent of Satan, 
and that if he did not quit the eoupi^ at the nesst 
stagey I should denounce him to the conducteur. 
I must admit that he appeared utterly dismayed at 
the suddenness of my attack :<«->^ You are quite 
right, Sir," he said ; « I am hideed what you have 
described me." He put his box m hia pocket, 
uttered no other word, and at the next stage he loirt 
no time in getting out of the ceiip^ not daring 
to wish us ^ BcnjouT^ ot eren to look up ai us. 
May I hope diat the incident has not been without 
useful results to himself? 

But may I still farther trust thiU! the relation rf 
^s occurrence wiS serve t& eralba youdiful 
tourists upoK the conCment^ against the host of 
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tempters of the same class as this bad man, who 
abound in every populous city, especially in Paris, 
Brussels, Vienna, Prague, Munich, Milan, Florence, 
and Naples ? The first and the last of the cities 
literally swarm with the most degraded of the 
masculine division of our species; and the chances 
are at least fifty to one, that a young gentleman of 
any appearance of wealth will not escape with un- 
tainted morals fix)m either Napleaor Paris, unless 
his religious principles be of the soundest order, or 
he be accompanied by a friend who knows how to 
protect him from these vile traders in. the most 
htsl and infamous of all the vices. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Situation of Cocheim. Its Castle. Its Trade. Marshal Bonf- 
fiers. Rdigions Edifices. Church of St. Castor. Days of the 
PUgrimages. Romantic Castle of Els. Its Interior. Its Ar- 
moury. Moselkem. Its liisfortimes. Its peculiar Afflictions. 
Castle of Bishofrtein. FUgrimage Stations. Ehrenberg Castle. 



Cocheim is seated at the base of two hills of 
^the sugar-loaf shape, one considerably higher than 
the other, and each surmounted by the ruins of 
ancient castles, several of the towers of which are 
still standing in very good preservation. At the 
foot of the more elevated hill there is a square 
castle not much injured by time. Far behind may 
be seen piles of mountains, some tabled at the top, 
some descending in waving lines until they are lost 
in the azure distance. A valley opens between the 
two castle-crowned hills. It is of no great extent, 
but it exhibits a picture of natural fertility, and 
of human industry carried to one of the highest 
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practicable degrees of perfection, diversified by 
bold escarpments of naked rocks, and by eminences 
covered with brambles. 

The single castle just mentioned, as near the 
Moselle, stands upon a plateau of rock. Its 
watch-towers and the strong wall fay which it is sur- 
rounded disclose the importance formerly attached 
to Cocheim, it having been then one of the imperial 
towns. The bleached battlements, when illumined 
by the sun, shine out with the lustre of burnished 
steel armour. Higher up the hill, at the foot of 
which the castle is placed, there is a small old chapel, 
which imparts an air of sanctity, as the castle does 
of chivalry, to the picture. To the parish church 
is annexed a belfry of considerable height, and we 
have moreover within vision an old Capuchin con- 
vent, now a school, which, from its imposing extent 
and lofty situation, possesses an imposing feature 
in the general scene. . 

The town is seated on the left bank of the river, 
in a sort of funnel, of little more than half a league 
in diameter. It has always been a port of some 
consequence, and is said to contain 8,500 inhabi- 
tants. Almost every house is engaged in trade, its 
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principal ocHnmerce being in tise pcime wines of its 
vicinity, in Imeos, gtooeries, «nd ixoo. Ithasafl 
the appearance of being a busy am^ Highly pn»* 
perous town, and carries oa a considerable trade 
with Coblenz, Frank&rt on the Maiae, and several 
places on the banks of the MoseUe. 

In the season when its passage*-boat in engaged in 
conducting the merchants to and from the great 
&ir of Frankfort, it is their custom, upon their re- 
tum, to throw toys to the little urchins who take 
good care to crowd the banks of the Moselle when 
the passag&ioat is expected on its way back to 
Cocheim. This town and its nei^ibourhood ha:ve 
an ample ^ce in the histories of all the warv 
carried on in that oonntry. The characters of the 
Fxendi Marshal Boufflers, and of his subordinate 
in command, M. de Gkignan (8on4B4aw of Madame 
de Sevigne), are deeply stained by their oonduct 
here towards the valiant men who bdd ontiorm 
long time against the forces of Louis XIV. The 
town having been eventually taken by storm, the 
Marshal cruelly issued an order, which was litaadly 
executed by de Grignan, that the whde garrisen, 
consisting of 1^600 Brandenburgecs, should be ptn^ 
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to the sword. The ruins on the lesser hill are 
those of Winneburg, the ancient family seat of the 
Mettemichs. 

Proceeding on our course, we passed by ibe 
tillage a£ Clotten^ very prettily situated. It has a 
considerable trade in slates. The mountains here 
begin to decline in grandeur, and the river flowing 
onward in a tamer course allowed me tb lay down 
my well-worn pencil for a while. Trds, an ancient 
Homan town, is distinguished by a peculkrly ele- 
gant modem church. It is tmversed by the Fkum- 
bach, whidi during autumn abounds in crawfish 
and salmcMi. Nearly opposite Tre^ is {on the left 
hank) Carden^ thm which .no tpwii on the Moselle 
is mcH^e celebrated for the nnniber and beauty of its 
dd religious edifices. And, las if belcmging to the 
^good old times,^ up came^ at the moment w^ 
were approaching the town, a small barge with a 
cross erected in it. 

At the left, upon thepoint of a ixx^k, stands the 
solitary diapel of Zills ; and on the right, the vay 
remarkable church of St. Castor, idth its three 
lofty belfries, which, gAded to the high gaUs and 
lengtl^Bed roi^ in the Bonanesque style of archi* 
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lecture^ tend to give it a peculiar and most inter- 
esting appearance. This church was erected in the 
twelfth century, when the body of the saint (sub- 
sequently transferred to Coblenz) was buried in it. 
Here are also a female convent, and on several 
parts of the declivities small oratories, with well- 
trodden paths leading to them. These are all 
stations for pilgrimages which were of very fre- 
quent occurrence in the olden days of piety- 

The traditions of the neighbourhood speak of a 
holy hermit who sustained himself by eating the 
wild fruits of the woods ; of a good man, the 
founder of several religious houses, who drank 
only of water, in order that he might bestow his 
wine upon the poor ; and of dukes, and princes, 
and " lords, and ladies gay," who, dressed in the 
garb of pilgrims, used to come periodically to visit 
the shrines of St. Castor, and perform amongst 
them their devotions. The saint lived in the fourth 
century, and was one of the most celebrated of the 
missionaries, who dedicated themselves to the con- 
version of the Pagan inhabitants of the country. 
A rude grotto is shewn ab«ve the town, which is 
said to have been his chief residence. There is 
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still in it a curious old cross. By the water side, 
at the lower end of the town, is a singular castel- 
lated building, with projecting towers. It was 
probably intended to be the palace of some " baron 
bold,'' though never completed for that purpose. . 
Mrs. Radcliffe would have been enraptured had 
it been her fortune to have visited Elz, so called 
from the rivulet of that name, which, after making 
a thousand contortions, runs nearly round d lofty 
hill on its course to the Moselle. Upon the sum- 
mit of the hill is seated an old castle, famous in the 
history of the Electorate of Treves, and as the 
cradle of the brave knights of Elz ; strange to say, 
this old building has been spared, both by the lapse 
of time and the hand of man. It remains, with 
some very few exceptions, precisely as it was three 
centuries ago. The summit of the hill upon which 
it stands is wholly occupied by the building, and it 
is accessible only by a narrow isthmus, from which 
it is reached by a draw-bridge ; its high gables, 
its pointed slate roofs, its numberless towers and 
turrets, its oriel and narrow pointed windows filled 
with painted glass of every colour, give it externally 
all the features which we know to have belonged. 
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but are now so rarely seen, to a genuine primitive 
feudal pftl^^y. 

Dark vaulted passages conduct the visitor from 
the gate of tbe entrance to a narrow and obscure 
court, where he would expect every mooient to see 
mailed knights mounting their steeds, prepared to go 
forth upon some hostile expedition. The country 
peopleare fully persuaded that this castle is haunted 
by a (Spirit^ which they call " der Burggeist.'' 

The intaior of the edifice abounds in corridors, 
labjrrinths of chambers of every shape, octagonal, 
hexagonal, circtdar, square, and three-comer ; spi- 
ral staircases, mysterious recesses, sliding pan- 
nels, secret roomit and recesses, possessing no 
kind of order, and sdbewing many traces of altera- 
tions made according to the taste of its various pro 
prietors. Near the entrance there is a small chapel, 
which seems to have been constructed without the 
slightest regard to elegance. In the armoury there 
are still several curious objects, such as pieces of old 
tapestry, tilting saddles, lances, bows and arrows, 
and rusty coats of maih Many more articles of 
this kind had been deposited formerly in this sa- 
loon, but at the time of the first French invasion 
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(1791) they were removed to Mayence. What 
has since beonne of them does not appear to be 
known; amongst them were cuirasses and horse- 
trappings bearing the sign of the cross ; no doubt 
they had been used by the knights of Elz, who 
had aeccmjipaBied the emperOT Frederick to Pales- 
tine. In some of the galleries pc»traits of the family 
are hung up, executed in a very indifferent style, 
and fast ikding away. 7he roof in some parts is in 
a most dilapidated cc»idition. The walls of the tur- 
rets are pierced with loopholes, through which may 
be seen romantic views of the surrounding country. 
The circuitous courses of the Elz, through the 
woods and rocks below, can be advantageously 
traced through these apertures. 

Resuming our way down the river, we passed by 
some rows of orange trees which we • saw for the 
first time ; and then by the village of M oselkem, 
exhibiting its exceedingly handsome houses, backed 
by beautiful landscapes, and msaij tokens of a pros- 
perous trade. This village encountered a series of 
particularly severe misfortunes during the thirty 
years' war, and still more after the peace of West- 
phalia. Two regiments of Swedish cavalry had 
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harassed the inhabitants, by having made it their 
free quarters during a long winter. They had 
scarcely taken their departure, when the left bank 
of the river was occupied by twenty regiments of 
Imperial Lorrainers, with 10,000 draught horses. 
These troops infinitely surpassed those of Sweden 
in ferocity. Although the soldiers of a Catholic 
prince, they made no distinction between priest and 
layman ; they plundered the villages, convents, and 
churches, all round the country* The peasants 
fled into the depths of the forests, and the recesses 
of the mountains. The soldiers in their fury de- 
stroyed every thing they could lay their hands 
upon ; they demolished the houses, and burnt the 
timbers, or threw them into the Moselle. 

« 

'< It is not, "*' says the narrator of these facts (who 
wrote in Latin), " a heretic, a Jew, or a Turk, who 
has inflicted upon us these evils, but a neighbour- 
ing prince, and a Catholic, whom we have in no 
way whatever injured or provoked." He adds 
with much naivete, which shews, however, how ter- 
ribly the poor people had sufiered: *' Felices sane 
fuerunt mulieres nostras, quia tanquam steriles ab 
anni hujus initio hoc usque, unsl solummodo ex- 
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cepta, non peperunt : id quod non maledictionem 
ut oliiD, sed magDam benedictionem credo z"*^ — 
" Truly fortunate were our women, who, as if bar- 
ren from the beginning of this year down to this 
moment, one alone excepted, brought f(»rth no chil- 
dren ; an event, which, though under other circum- 
stances would have been considered a curse, I look 
upon as a great blessing.^ 

The castle of Bishofstein shewed itself to us 
fiom a considerable distance. Its tall cylindrical 
donjon tower is a very remarkable object, on ac- 
count of a well-defined white streak by which it is 
surrounded; a particularity attributed by the 
people of the country to an inundation, during 
which the waters, it is supposed, ascended to the 
altitude of that cincture, although no account has 
been handed down of any such flood since the 
period when this valley had been first inhabited. 

Opposite the castle are the ruins of an old chapel, 
surrounded by brambles, and a little lower down 
a second chapel, the ancient ornaments and mitred 
^vindowsof which are still in excellent preservation. 
A pathway leads up the mountain, on either side 
of which may be seen small shrines, and fragments 
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ci Dot ill-executed images of saints, shewiBg that 
this ims a jiace wi^re pilgriinages ivere performed 
in other ds^s; Silence and solitude now preyaily 
where fenserly pious hymns and csntides were 
heard, accompanied by the pipe and tabor, and the 
sacred stmdards of the pilgrims, exhibiting the 
cross, floated in the air. 

We next arrived at Hatzenport, pleasantly si- 
tuated. Its church stands prominent upon a 
height, separated by a raTmefrom a savage-looking 
chain of raountams. Ehrenberg castle then comes 
in view. The village is placed at the foot of an 
isolated mountain, as if to secure to itsdtf protection 
from the knights, who, in former ages, occupied 
the castle upon its summit. That strong^hold, 
however, has long since been abandoned, its ruin 
having been wrought more by the influence of time 
and tempest than by the hand of man. The histo- 
rical recollections with which it is associated ren- 
der it one of the most interesting monuments of 
chivalry in all Germany. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

TDbge of l^odeobadt. Magical Vaney. The Castle of Thron^ 
Frniwhimmt of a jSpy. Tiehwian. Gondorf. Inclement We** 
ther. <<Raoe" in the Moselle. Variable Lights. Ruins of 
Cobern. Chapel of St. Matthew. Sculptures injured by Sol- 
diers. Dieblich. Vale of Chiyaby. Vine Terraces. Comtry 
of the Clergy. A Nnnnery. Its frail R«nti*Mii. 

The Tillage of Brodenbacfa, just below Hatzen- 
port, would scarcely have demanded notice, but 
for a curious relic of antiquity which is seen there, 
a crucifix sculptured in the wall of a private 
house, and near it the escutcheon of the noble 
£fimily of Ehrenberg-Pyrmont, with the date of 
1444. Above the head of the Redeemer is the 
figure of a pelican opening her breast for the 
nourishment of her young^ and at the foot is a 
representation of a knight engaged in prayer. 
This crucifix is no doubt the one referred to in the 
register of the castle, which says, under the date 
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of 1480 : — " En automne, un ohm de vm au chap- 
elain du burg, pour litanies devant le crucifix de la 
cour." The river Ehrenbach, near the mouth of 
which the village is situated, issues out of a ravine, 
which, though gloomy and uninviting at first, 
opens, as if by enchantment, upon a most charming 
valley, diversified by vineyards and emerald pas- 
tures, and shut in, as if to preserve its solitude 
sacred, by an amphitheatre of impending rocks, 
from which fall several cascades. 'What a de- 
lightful spot for a hermitage ! 

The Moselle here makes a sudden curve to the 
left, and conducts us to the little town of Aiken. 
A mass of rocks juts out boldly here almost into 
the river. In order to mark it, an image of St. 
John N^pomucene, the patron of waftermen, has 
been erected amongst the higher .cliffs. On the 
summit of a high mountain is seen the celebrated 
castle of Thron, still imposing, even in its ivy- 
mantled ruins. Its two round towers with their 
battlements, and the extent of its walls, sufficiently 
attest that it was not formerly the residence of an 
inferior knight. The construction of it was com- 
menced by the Count Palatin Henry, upon his 
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return from Palestine. It vfos finished in the 
^ear ISOQ^ when it became his ordinary place of 
abode. At that time he exercised sovereignty over 
the imperial territories on the borders of the Mo- 
selle, as the delegate of his brother^ the Emperor 
Otho IV. This castle was often an apple of dis- 
cord between the Hotspur princes and electors of 
those days. Upon one occasion it was saved from 
capture by the Count Palatin, who brought a re- 
j;nforcement to its relief; and as soon as the in- 
vaders were driven away, the conquerors punished 
a judge of the village who acted as a spy for the 
besiegers, by suspending him to a rope fastened 
above the ravine that separates the mountain upon 
which the castle stands from that of Bleiden, and 
made him swing in the air over a frightful abyss. 
In one of the towers of the castle an old picture 
on canvass is shewn, representing this execution. 

On to Catenes, a small village, so called from 
the Latin word Catena, chain, because the Ro- 
mans, it is said, often barred the river here by an 
iron chain drawn across from side to side. From 
Catenes the Moselle winds slightly to Lehmen, 
which is in good repute for its wines ; and then to 
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Gondorf, The latter carries ob an exteodve trad^ 
m the sak of irood, and also of potters^ eaxth mod 
pipe-cky. It serves Holland with a gisat pn^otv 
tkm of its materials for the -pipe inanufiEK^ure. 

Duriog the ju'eoediiig three or four hours the 
day was very fine, and particularly favourable for 
viewing the uiarivalled scenery through which we 
had be^ so delightfully gliding; but as we ap- 
proached Coblenz the sky was auddaily darkened, 
and although now and then gleams of light escape^ 
through breaks in the clouds, yet they rapidly dis- 
appeared. The temperature, which had lately beea 
rather warm than otherwise, became remarkaisl^ 
cold, and while passing by two or thx^ee deep 
ravines on die right bank, gusts of mod of a very 
viol^it character rushed <»it upon its, imd sensibly 
agitated the surface of the river: the heavens 
seemed thii^eatemng every mome^ to pour down 
upon us a deluge. 

The summits of the hills jmd mountaias as we 
passed adll ooittinued to be crowned with castleB 
and ruins of the most picturesque descziptioB* 
We had to enoounter, just before we reaidied 
Cob^m, a ^^ race ^ in the Moselle. I know not 
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whether thk is a usual xxxnarience, or whether it 
WAS to be attributed to the extraorciiiar j force of 
the wiud, by which the ordinary curls of the 
surface were lifted into nmnic waves, whidi even 
fiaaffied ^igamst our Tessd. The elements seemed 
mudi disturbed all around us ; the clouds watt 
rushing in a westerly direetion, and through them 
came mys of the sun, now flingmg luminous 
patches upon the hills, over which they chased 
each other, now fcowing long paths of light vEpan^ 
the Mosdle, which were no sooner defined than 
they were wiiihdiawn, as if exhibited through the 
lenscf anu^ciantffli. 

The ruins upon die height behind the littk 
town of Cobem may be justly said to wear an air 
of peculiar grandeur. They oc^xsist pxioc^ally of 
two castles, surrounded by massve walls of ci^ 
stone^ aco^:ding to the modem usage. Within 
the endosnre of die upper castle stands one of the 
most vemarkMe chapels in JBurope, dedicated in 
honour of the apostle St Matthew. It has been 
lately restoaied by a sldLful jerdiitect, and is well 
wartii examinatkm. The best account I cauld 
find of tUs edifice lepresents it as constnic^ in 
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the oriental style, of which very few examples are 
to be seen in the Rhenish countries, and only one 
or two in Italy. It is in the form of the baptistery 
of Constantine, near the church of St. John La- 
tern, in Rome, or, in other words, of the church of 
the Holy Sepulchre. The model of it is said to have 
been brought over from Palestine by the Burggraf 
Henri d'*Issenburg, a near relative of Gerlach the 
younger, lord of Cobem, who described himself in 
all his acts as '^ Cruce Signatus."*^ It is a hexagon 
of five-and-twenty feet in diameter, in the middle 
of which a second hexagon is elevated, terminating 
in a cupola of ten feet in diameter ; the cupola is 
lighted by six windows, and sustained by six 
columns^ each of which rests upon clusters of four 
small pillars, united by arches. The windows re- 
semble the ace of dubs in shape. The exact date 
of the construction of this very graceful building 
is unknown ; it is well ascertained, however, that 
a perpetual lamp, established by the Archbishop 
Boemond, was burning in it in the year 1860. 

The imposing beauty of this celebrated chapel, 
and its position upon a steep rock, had preserved 
it from injury, until the period of the passage of 
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the Rhine by the allied armies in 1814, when some 
yolunteer chasseurs, placed for , observation in the 
town, entered the chapel io a state of intoxication, 
and broke one of the most elegant sculptures by 
which the altar was adorned. A holy hermit who 
lived near it collected the fragments, and took care 
of them while he lived. Thdr subsequent fate is 
unknown. The people of the country call this 
edifice the Church of the .Knights Templar, very 
probably because, after the abolition of the order, 
several of its members resided at Altenberg . for 
some years. It was the principal station of the great 
pilgrimage which used to take place every year 
upon the festival of St. Matthew, and which the 
inhabitants pf Coblenz formerly extended along 
the bapks of the Moselle, as far as Treves. The 
character of the country near Cobem, and the 
fashion of the houses, give it very much of a Swiss 
aspect. 

At a short distance below Cobem stands Die- 
blich, the terminus of that part of the district of 
the Moselle .which may be, correctly described as 
the "Vale of Chivalry,'' extending from that point 
perhaps about nine leagues altogether up the river, 
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upon bcth its lianks. From twdve to twenty 
towns and Tillages ; naiijr castles, cburdies, dmpels^ 
pilgrimage statioiiis and other emblems of the 
9fSxit of iiidependeiioe and TaEantiy, in those ages 
always mingled with an enthuriastic regard to re- 
Bgion, combine to pro^e the attadiment whidi 
numbers of the noMe crusada*8, after their retom 
fnm Palestine, appear to have cenceiyed for all 
that part of the country. 

There were indeed in it, as we hare seen, manj 
attractions for iSbat order of mmds whidi is sus- 
ceptible of the charms of lomantie scenerj. The 
isolated, lofty, and ofti» inaeeessiUe rocks with 
which it abounds albrded than fffve<urable posi- 
tions for the erectioD of strongholds^ Its great 
natnral fertiMtj; the fine solitudes creiKied by the 
numerous and extraordinary contortions of die 
riyer, which seemed ealcolatad to aeelude them fiom 
the world ; the convents, and abbeys, and sacred 
edifices of every description which they had found 
fdready established there, must, fai Am view, eoEh> 
siderittg the highfy^wrought rd^ious sentkaeBts 
with whidi diey came back fipoat the Hoty Land, 
have rendered die whole vdftey pecuKadiy invitlag 
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to Ibeir fedkigs. Hence it is not poasSble^ I be- 
lieve, to &id in any other part of Euro|)e a tract 
of t6rrit<»ry ioduding the matcbleaa charms of its 
river, its vin^ards, gardeusy meadows^ uplands, 
IwalfaB, and forests^ mountains, valley % and raviDe% 
which so folly realises all that the imaginatioDj 
filled with chivalrous visions and associations, could 
have pictured to itadf, as in the re^on we have 
now Ie£t bdund us* 

TJpoQ the steep rocks of the left bank of the 
liver rises an amphitheatre of terraces, which axe 
nearly aU exu^tamsd by solid wal}s» cur vaults arched 
over, and are planted with vines. Nature seems 
iiere U> be completely subjugated by the hand of 
man. One wonders how the vme-dresser can sup- 
port himself while engaged in his labours upon 
those precipitous heights, where the wild goat 
alone, it would seem» could obtain a £xiting. 

DieWch (whidi is a considerable village) and 
its eavuons were formerly inhabited by some ef 
the proudest of the nobility in all that country— 
the Sackes, the Mielens^ and the Hases. The 
Ekctocs of Treves, of Cologne, of the Falatioatet 
and even the emperor himself, were ambiticma of 

r2 



68 A NUNNERY. 

having them for their vassals. It has been wick- 
edly remarked, that from very early times the ex- 
quisite red wine of this part of the Lower Moselle 
appeared to possess peculiar attractions for various 
orders of friars, for so great a number of abbeys 
and convents were established here, that it was 
called " the country of the clergy/' 

Theodoric, dean of Miinstermayfeld, founded 
here, in 129S, a retreat for eight female recluses; 
but it is said that the gallant knights of the neigh- 
bourhood were rather too prone to shew them their 
chivalrous courtesies, and that their windows were 
too often besieged by the serenades of gay min- 
strels. The nuns in consequence were obliged to 
seek an asylum elsewhere. The place of their re- 
sidence is still shewn a little below the village. It 
is not to be supposed, however, that while they 
lived there they were left wholly without protec- 
tion, for it is related that one pious chevalier, ren- 
dered indignant by the frequent occurrence of such 
scenes, endeavoured to put a stop to them ; and 
that for this purpose he took his station every 
evening at the gate of the convent, in full armour, 
lance in hand, as the guardian of the inmates. 
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The tradition, unfortunately, goes on to relate that 
he was himself eventually the cause of their flight, 
his virtue having given way to the temptations of 
a pair of lovely blue eyes, which were wont to 
smile upon him at sunrise through the latticed win- 
dow of one of the cells ! Alas! for the frailty of 
man ! 
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etches of Dieblich. Witch Gondorf. Her Stonn Powers. Ban* 
gerous Passage. Conveiit of Marienrod. Annual FestiTal. 
Ineffectual Sermon. The Silter Mill. Winnengen. A Luthe- 
ran Town. Abundance of Cherries. A Hurricane. Destruc- 
tion of the Rhine Bridge. Difficulty of landing. A Hotel 
Card. Hotel of the Giants. The Citadel. Picture of Cob- 
lenz. 

The neighbourhood of Dieblich was formerly 
held in bad repute, for the witchcraft and all sorts 
of spells and sorceries which were said to have been 
carried on there. Legal records still exist which 
frequently mention it as the place where the most 
nefarious crimes of the black art were performed. 
Under the rural Bishop Binsfeld, Grand Inquisitor 
of Sorcery, and author of the treatise entitled '^ De 
Cimfeasionibus Maleficarumy'^ twenty-five victims 
were burnt towards the close of the sixteenth cen- 
tury. The last of these was a woman named 
Gondorf, the mother of six young children. The 
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jherifb of Munatermayfeldt assanUed under the 
presidency of the Loid of ELi, condemned her finr 
<< having, by her magjie openUioQs,ndaed |i fuzxms 
eton»» which destroyed die harvest and eaused bd 
great an inimdation in the river that it overturned 
a part of the town of Leyen.^ 

Had I been a believer in the magic art, I might 
well have thought that the spirit of Gondorf still 
haunted this r^ion, «id ceased not to carry on her 
malignant incantations ; for we had scarcely quitted 
Dieblich when a tremendous gust rushed out of « 
dark ravine, as through a funnel, which threw up 
on those who w&e walking the deck the spray 
caused by the pad<Ue* It was quite a shower, and 
drove us all into the cabin inatanter* Escaj^g be- 
yond the ravine, however, we found evay thii^ 
cahn again, but only for a few moments, when the 
wind renewed its fury, driving befiore it on the 
carriage road dense clouds of dust. The sui&ce of 
the river was again violently agitated, so much so 
as to make the boat xoU as if it were upon an ex- 
cited sea. 

It a{qpears, indeed, that the passage of the MoseUe, 
between Dkblich. and Lay, a village about a league 
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farther on, is frequently difficult and even peril- 
ous for small boats. Midway between the two 
places there is rather a sharp curve in the river, 
where there is also a small green island, on one side 
of which the current is so extremely rapid^ that 
unless the navigators be well experienced and very 
vigilant, they incur great danger. Several serious 
accidents have occurred here. 

Before reaching Lay the ruins of the once 
wealthy and celebrated female convent of Mari- 
enrod are seen upon an eminence. Formerly its 
chapel was visited annually, upon the festival of St. 
George, by crowds of the people of all the country 
round, who repaired thither in procession. This 
custom is said to have derived its origin from the 
epoch of the deistruction, in the fourteenth century, 
of the last of the wolves, by which that region had 
been previously much infested. Upon that occa- 
sion the rural guards and forest rangers were wont 
to make presents to the prior who acted as chaplain 
to the convent, and to the mother abbess, in return 
for the privileges which they enjoyed in the woods. 
Before they left the convent, however, they were 
always sure of receiving a capital dinner and 
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plenty of the best wine which - the community 
possessed; but one ocmdition they were bound to 
observe before sitting down to the ample feast pro- 
Tided for them; it was to hear a controversial 
sermon preached, usually in the open air, by a 
Franciscan Friar. It is recorded that (by reason 
perhaps of the audience thinking less of their sins 
than of the good things ibey were about to enjoy) 
the holy man never made even a single convert ! 

Just below the green island above mentioned, and 
opposite to the small town of Winningen, a rivulet, 
called the Cond, comes leaping out from a savage- 
looking ravine, and mingles with the Moselle. In 
its course it turns three very old mills, the most 
distant of which bears the name of the Silver 
MilL It was probably erected in the first instance 
for the purpose of setting in motion the works con- 
nected with a mine of that metal* Before reaching 
the Moselle, the Cond receives a stream, which is 
said to form, or at least to bring down with it^ 
petrifactions of animal and v^etable materials. 

Winningen formerly constituted a portion of the 
electoral sovereignty of Baden^ and in all matters 
relating to the administration of justice, was under 
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Ae jtnndictin of Ae tegBSicy of Cadbnifae. Tbe 
iobftlikmts «R wkaoat all Lttthewmgy in the midst 
of a eoantry dhieAy «oc«pied by C«tIioIics» Sxat 
whom tbey dilfer not only in religioib but also in 
language, diiess, and nnaners. Grave and re* 
Berred, howcfver, as m^fr be the demeanour of the 
{leople of Wisningen 9^ presei^ in former days it 
fras a remarkably gay place^ and much resorted to 
by all the c^ndry of the aeighbourfaood) on ac- 
ooont of the qxsta and amuaemoits ikequently 
carried on there. 

Near the Tillage of Lay I obsenred flag and 
date qnarries. In consequence of the acanbre chain 
of the Htmstruck lisii^ behind this village, it is 
much exposed to fearful inuadaticm^ the Mosdle 
being here oo m ad eia b ly narrcrwed in its bed. These 
ioods, caused aoBMtimea by the tonents which, 
in rs^y irei^er^ descend from the mouBtain% 
aomedmes by the breaking up of the ice bodn 
on the Mosdle ml the Unoe, have caused gieat 
devastation ocffaMonally^ not only si Lay but 
also at Gvlzy a village lower down, and even at 
Coblenzitsd£ 

The church of Gidz attracts attention to the be«i- 
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tiful twin apires bjr whidi it is on»inaited. It is 
aaaxnodtd by pkotstioiiB of cheny trees^ the pro- 
dttoe of wliich is in high estimation, and ui expected 
in great quantities to Holland. The enTnoos dm 
ahoimd in walnuts <rf the best descriplioD. A little 
bdow Quiz is the Tfllsge of Mosdlwdbs% supposed 
(wkhout any sufficient reason) to have been the 
place where Agrippina gave birth to Caliguhu A 
littfe beyond Moseilweiss we observed the mo- 
dem defensive outworks of Goblens, named after 
the Emperor Alexander^ and in the distance 
die magnificent Ibrtress of Ehrenbratst^ (the 
farosd stone of honour), upon a lofty pile of rocks, 
and stretching beneath it upon both banks of the 
important city of Coblenz* 

It now became a yesy serious question where and 
how we could land. The wind, which we had 
Mtherto experimced only in tranftient gusts^ blew 
a perfect hurricane. The first intelligence con- 
veyed ftom shcxe to the captain, through a speak- 
ing-trumpet, infimned him that he could not 
land, as usual^ at the Rhine quay, not only on 
account of the storm, to the full force o£ which we 
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should have been exposed if we proceeded much 
farther, but also because the bridge of boats, which 
had remained so long uninjured across the Rhine, 
was broken up into fragments by the violence of 
the whirlwind. JSolus seemed to have opened the 
cords of all his bags upon this occasion, and to have 
too literally justified my prediction. By great 
exertions, the fragments were prevented from bdng 
driven down the impetuous current of the Rhine, 
and were partly collected at the mouth of the 
Mosdle, where they would have dangerously em- 
barrassed our course. The captain therefore de- 
cided upon drawing up as speedily d^ possible at 
the first convenient point he could find. 

The operation was very awkwardly managed ; 
but fortunately the wind blew right against us: 
had it been the reverse, we should have incurred 
the risk of being dashed against the bank, so 
forcible was the energy of the tempest. At length 
(by the favour of Providence) we effected a landing 
at four o^dock, p.m., amidst a crowd of people who 
watched our struggles with great anxiety, and 
gave us all the assistance in their power. The 
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only indifferent-looking face amongst them was 
that of a dwarf, reputed to be forty years old. 
His gold chain, large hat, dandyish gold-headed 
cane, full-dress of a man, neat gloves and boots, 
appeared excessively ludicrous when compared with 
the diminutive height of his person. 

As we landed, numerous cards of hotels, each 
lauding to the skies their accommodations, were put 
into our hands. The following specimen of one of 
these productions I cannot forbear from placing 
before my <^ courteous reader:"— 

<^M. H. Koss, au Prince Boyal de Frusse, 
Coblenz, raccomands to the travellers and strangers 
his hotel recently enlargened, containing actually^ 
twenty rooms more than before, with two saloons, 
and garden, bath-house, stables for fourthy horses, 
&c. The travellers are allowed, without paying, 
to make use of the above-mentioned bath establish- 
ment on the Moselle ; ■ they have the enjoyment of 
the garden besides the hotel. M. H. Koss will 
satisfy the travellers by the elegancy of his furni- 
ture, an excellent table and vine, in short by every 
thing which may contribute to the comfort of 
the public.'^ 
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We had been previoiidy zeoommended, however, 
to take up oiir quarters at the Hotel of the Giants, 
whither we hxit no time in repainng. It is as 
estahtidunent upon an inunense scale, rerily worthy 
of the name that has been oonferred upon it We 
found it crowded with gnests frcxn all parts of 
Europe^ who had jusA arnvted firom the steam- 
boats plyii^ vip and down the Bhina We pro- 
cured irery good moms, and after seeing chut 
luggage safely lodged in them» walked out to 
survey the town ; but we had nc^ gone far when 
we were dciven in again by a return of the storm, 
accompanied by violent showers of hail, loud peals 
of thunder, and awful fladbes of lightning: itwas^ 
however, hut of short duration, and all was 'p&rbsct 
calm once mor^ though the skies stiU looked 
threatening. 

Beyond the sti^Kadous citadel ci Ehrenfareit* 
stein, of which we had an cacceilait view fsom our 
hotel, a mass of dense black doud impended, ap- 
parently charged with ekctric demeiitB, and adding 
not a little to die impoBiog spectacle whkh Aat 
masffive pile prescaited, while in the west the dear 
sky permitted the lowering sun to colour its towers 
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and battlements with that fiery splendour which 
usually characterizes tempestuous weather. This 
scene should have been witnessed by Martin; it 
would have inspired him with new combinations 
for one of those Miltonic productions which have 
rendered his geaaioM ac^ }«sdj celebrated. The 
massive architecture of the fortress in its lurid 
flame — ^the portentous cloud brooding over it, now 
and thea pietced by zigyi^ged ligjhtniag-— the 
angry oomple^don of the descenc&ig sun, the 
driving hail> the shattered bridge^ the swollen 
Bhioe mshn^ by m waves courang each other 
down the furious current— the spires and churches 
and other lofty buildings of Coblenz, partly appear- 
iaag m dbfaious hf^tf tkkSj hidden in hasy ob- 
aeurity— «the darfcftijng moontalDa arotmd, crowned 
by thekrab»€if dovalryaiid reBgioB, would have 
prepared Ibr hin a pictare pregnant with those 
terrocs which fleem to prophesy tiie approadung 
diasdlutiQn of an aecniBed iroridL 
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The Saloon of all Nations. A Banquet dlatnrbed. The Prassian 
Minister. Code Napoleon. Bridge of the Bhine. Bustle on 
the Quay. The CaniTansary. A John Boll. His CouTersa- 
tion. His Fright. His Restlessness. His Honor of Rhenish. 
His Anger. Coblenz. Its Origin. Its Pottery. Ehrenbreit- 
stein. Sufferingsof its Garrisons. Its present Aspect. Arch- 

■ bishop Baldwin. His Influence. His Enterprise. His Bridge 
over the Moselle. Phenomenon of 1830. Great alarm caused 
by it. 

The night set in excessively cold ; the hurricane 
had not yet expended all its force; the wind blew 
in squalls, accompanied by heavy showers of rain. 
Rejoicing that we had found so seasonable a shelter 
from the inclemency of the weather, we sat down^ 
in what might be, designated the saloon of all na- 
tions, with no small satisfaction, to a capital supper, 
not a little improved by a flask of Assmanshausen, 
the most delicious red wine which the Rhenish 
vineyards afiPord. The saloon, spacious as it is, was 
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full, and resounding with divers tongues : Hebrew, 
German, French, Italian, Dutch, Russian, Eng- 
lish — a Babel mixture of voices, contending with 
each other in rapidity of uttoranoe and budness of 
clamour, as if they were preparing for a general 
row. But they meant no such thing ; everybody 
being much more bent upon the savoury contents 
of the plates which were successively set before 
them than upon any matters which would spoil the 
enjoyment of the hour. 

The extraordinary occurrence of the day was, of 
course, the general subject of conversation, the more 
especially as it had the effect of disturbing the good 
citizens of Coblenz while they were seated at a 
public banquet given in honour of the Prussian 
Minister of Justice, who had come here upon an 
important mission from the king. They were not 
half-way through the luxuries before them when 
the hurricane suddenly rushed down the Rhine 
with such irresistible frenzy that the bridge of 
boats separated like a wall of pasteboard before it. 
The governor and all the officers of the munid- 
paUty being immediately apprized of the event, 
were obliged to quit the* table, in order to direct 
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the necessary measuTes for pi^seKviiig tlw^fraginjegBrts 
of the bridge- from being earvied aiwwji^ an opeff«» 
tion which Tnur suceessftiliy eflbeted widk the aid oi 
Ae watermen and police. This was the work <tf 
some hours ; but it spoiled the ditmer ! 

The object of the cid)inet minister's yisit to 
Cbblen^ wa» to oonfep with the aothimties. and 
principal persons in the town upon the remonv 
strances which thej had some time before addressed 
to the government against the new code of ci^l 
and criminal law which was about to be issued for 
the whole of the Prussian dominions; The Rbenisb 
pfipvinces had, fi»m the time thej were included 
within the Flinch empire^ been governed by the 
Code Napoleon^ winch they greatly preferred td 
file new* system of laws^^ sought to be imposed upon? 
them, and the young king, who is infinitely more 
liberal in hisTiews than his predeoessor, and vefj^ 
anxious to gain the good-will of all his subjects^ 
deputed his minister to^ arrange the matter to the 
satisfaction of the remonstrants. Eventually^ this 
object has been attained, altfa(»igh there was a 
strong pc^ical party i^n. the opposite: side of tha 
q[uestton; 
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llie mors^ tiUat ouf arrival (19tk July) 
looked as bright waA a& cooqxMied aa if not tlie 
digblQsl dbtarbanoe had o^unred in the firoaaviMl 
during the day or ii» nig^t before. Nuneroua 
nvorkmeQ veie hasj^ hovk an early hour> ia r^ 
steriag the bridge^ the timbers and boatu of whidi» 
though separated^ had xwt beai Baaterially ii^ured. 
Steamers were smoking in all direetions, some jutt 
mnvfedf some pyeparing to start either up or down 
the Rbinew It being the height of the season for 
«U the wateriag-places, Cobl^aiZy bang nearly mid- 
way bdireen Cologne and Mayenee» and the pc«nt 
of junction of the high roads to Frankfort and, by 
Tieres^ to Pmris, the bustle that prevaifed on the 
quaty aJtt the day tong waa strikk^ and amusmi^ 
Crowds of frntrnngstSy ^oUowed by porters bearing 
^I^ lpgg<^> ^^^^^^ perpetually emigrating from 
the holda>; and they no aoonor disappesoied than 
their rooms were occtxpfed by a firesh swarm of 
tourists. The proporticm of Englidi in this erer- 
changing mass was not, so far as my obserration 
went, by any means so grcftt as one would have 
expected. It appeared to me to be eompoaed prin* 
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dpally of Germans and other foreigners ; the table 
dhdte at the great *' caravansary '^ of the Giant^s 
hotel exhibited, however, while we were there, a 
considerable sprinkling of English families. 

I could not help taking compassion on a solitary 
red-faced, gaunt, grey-haired, blue-coated,ungloved, 
restless, dpwnmouthed, hypochondriac-lppking John 
Bull, who found himself perfectly isolated amidst 
all this congregation of his fellow-men from every 
quarter. As he was sitting in a window of the 
saloon, with his wide-leafed hat on, I went to him 
and endeavoured to commence a conversation. 
. "Have you been long here?'* 

He looked up at me with an expression of won- 
der, which seemed to say, " Why does this man 
address me P^ He at length found words. 

"No, not long;"* and then he turned his head 
away, as if he thought I had some design upon 
him. I renewed my attempt. 

" Were you here during the hurricane.^/' 

" I was.** 

" Very violent — was it not f^ 

" Why, you see it broke away the bridge.* 
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You are just from London, I suppose?^ 
Great impatience exhibited — ^no answer. **Ahy 
news, for I have not lately seen a paper ?^ 

" Nor I either/', 

Then up he started, as if he was frightened, and 
strode off towards the door, his face redder than 
ever ; but he was not long absent. When he re- 
turned, he took a chair close to the large chimney- 
piece, where he seemed to seek a hiding-place 
inaccessible to disturbance. Vexation reigned upon 
his brow ; he sometimes clenched his hands toge- 
ther, and held them awkwardly between his knees ; 
sometimes he rubbed his chin with one hand and 
then with the other. He called a* waiter ; but the 
latter not understanding English, he no; soon^ 
went to receive John'^s commands than off he started^ 
muttering something which John could not under- 
stand ; whereupon he stood up and ran off again to 
the door, growling. Again he came back, and was 
met, on entering, by a waiter who addressed him 
in English. The irascible expression immediately i 
quitted his countenance ; he took off his great hat, 
hung it up, sat down at the table, where a bottle 
of wine was placed before him. He poured out 



IlV 



86 COBLENZ. 

some into a glass, but on tasting it his face became 
Tin^ar personified ! 

In a few minutes a cutlet of mutton was brought 
for his use, to which he applied without loss of 
time, and, contenting himself with water for his 
beverage, and a little fruit, he resumed his teih- 
dency to his out-^ind-in motions, appearing not to 
know what upon Uiis earth he could do to get 
over the time until the hour for going to bed. One 
ean hardly conceive what species of pleasure such a 
man as this could have {M'oposed to himself by 
quitting his country bouse in Cowper's Court, ct 
some such place, I guess, near the Stock Exchange, 
and wandering abroad alone, and apparently in a 
state of incessant anger, not only with all the world, 
but even with himsdf* He was the vety picture of 
a miserable old bachdor. 

CoUenz owes its origin to a Roman castle, which 
was erected there by Drusus, a few years befiMre 
the Christian era, upon a gentle eminence, on 
which the street now called the Alte-Hof stands. 
Some five hundred years after, it fell into the 
hands of the Franks, together with the little town 
which had then grown up around it; it subse- 
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queatly bBcame the tempdrary residence of the 
kings of the Franks, whenever affidrs of importance 
3!endered it necessaiy for them to repm to that part 
of their domiiiions. Its fortunate situation at the 
C0Bflui»ice of the Moselle and the Rhine (hence 
^called by the Komans Confluentes, corrupted by 
the Germans into Coblenz) rendered it in the early 
jmd middle ^iges the readezrous for the merchants 
who transacted business with Treves and Aix*la- 
Chi^)elle, then flouriahixig commercial towns, and 
tiBQ far troops of pUgriois and armies,, on their 
way to the Hdiy Land. 

On the l^t bank of the Moselle, near its junction 
with the Rhine, a company of boat-builders was 
.eatablished at an early period. The armourers, 
tanners, and potters of Cobl^dz were already held 
in high repute for the perfection of their works. 
The eminence of the latter artizans in their line of 
occupation is still attested by the very elegantly 
ornamented vases and utensils of every kind which 
have been found buried in the neighbouring gar- 
dens. Many of these productions are not inferior 
to the ancient Roman remains of a similar kind, in 
their form and colour, especially in those green, 
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blue, and venmlion dyes, the mode of preparing 
which has long since been lost. 

The fort of Ehrenbreitstein has been in existence 
since the period when Grennania Magna was unda: 
the dominion of the Romans. It was then called 
the watch-tower of all that country. It received 
its present name from a noble &mily who possessed 
it from the twelfth to the fifteenth century. Nume- 
rous are the sieges which it has undergone from age 
to age. In the time of the thirty years^ war. Mar- 
shal Bussy was blockaded there by the Bavarian 
Generalissimo Jean de Wirt, and such was the 
exigency to which he was reduced for food, that on 
one occasion his table was served with eighty mice, 
each of which cost a franc. His officers lived on 
tfae flesh of mules and dogs, accompanied by very 
small portions of bread made from flour, every 
bushel of which was purchased at the enormous 
price of one hundred florins. The people of the 
country looked upon the sufierings of the garrison 
as no more than a just retribution for the miseries 
which they had inflicted upon the adjacent terri- 
tory, which they had most wantonly laid waste. 
The fortification, as it now stands, is a most mag- 
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nificent pile ; it has taken twenty years in its con- 
struction, and may justly be considered the great 
bulwark of the Prussian dominions towards the 
confines of France. There are several outworks 
round Coblenz, with which it is connected, VMr.-— 
Kaiser Franz, on the left hank of the Moselle, com- 
manding the approach fiom Treves and Cologne, 
and forts Alexander and Constantine,. above the 
town, commanding the roads to Mayence and the 
llunstruck mountains. On the heights near 
Ehrenbreitstein there are several other works, 
which serve to render the approaches to it a matter 
of no small difficulty. The whole of these defences 
combine to form a permanent fortified camp, 
capable of containing an army of 100,000 men. 

It is scarcely necessary to add that Coblenz was 
occupied by the French in 1794 ; that it subse- 
quently became the chief town of the department of 
the Rhine and Moselle, and that it is now the 
capital of the Rhenish provinces under the crown of 
Prussia. It has a population of about SS,000 ; and 
although generally considered as a Rhenish town, 
it is chiefly built on the right bank of the Moselle. 
A little above the moUth of this river, a magnificent 
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^one bridge is seen^ constructed on fourteen arches^ 
which are €fl sufBdeiit height and mdth to p^mit 
barges to pass under Aem with their sails istanding. 
It is the work of Baldwin, the celebrated Arch* 
fait^p cf Treves, whose name I have already had 
frequent occasion to mention. 

This distinguished personage, of the house of 
Luxenvburg, whidi he raised to its highest d^;ree 
of grandeur, was only twenty-twp years old when 
he was consecrated Archbishop of Treves. By his 
4spirit of enterprise, his superior sagacity, and fads 
prudence and courage as a warrior (for in his capa- 
city as elector he was oUiged to add to his ecde- 
ijastical &ncdons tibose of a temporal sovo^ign), 
he acquired very extensive influence. It was chiefly 
through liis exertions that his brother Henry III., 
and after him Jjouis of Bavaria, were chosen empe- 
rors of Germany ; and that his nephew Jdbn, son 
e( Henry, mounted the throne of Bohemia. He 
accompanied the emperor on his expedition to 
Rome, with a carriage full of gold and silver, and 
attended by a numerous retinue of brave vassals of 
the Church of Treves, amongst whom the knights 
of £lz, Leyen, and others distinguished themselves 
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in the war against the Guelfs/ at Mflan, in the 
hattks of Cremona j Brescia, the Po, ^e Arno, and 
llie Tiber, Never before was the glory of the 
chivahy of Treves carried to so high a degree. At 
A later period of his age* he distinguished himself. 
hi the field, nessr Spires, Esslingen, and Strasbourg, 
ttgednst Frederick le Bel of Austria ; and repaired 
with a gallant troop of knights to Prague, in order 
to aSord suocour to the King of Bohemia. The 
period in which he lived is conaklered the most bril- 
iaant age of the chivalry of the Moselle. 

The hastoty of his reign, however, has never 
beea wrkten to the extent which it deserves, and the 
prindpal monument that remains of his memory is 
the bridge over the Moselle, which appears at this 
day to be as sound and almost as fresh as it was 
^€51 originally constructed. In executing this 
work, he had to overcome various sorts of difficul- 
ties : shifting masses of sand, formations of slate 
half pulverized, and the force of the current, which 
is very great near the spot where it rushes into the 
iUaine. It was necessary for him also to consider 
the accumulations of ice which frequently take 
place at the mouth of the Moselle, in consequence 
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of the Rhine, when it is frozen over, remaining 
longer in that state than its great tributary. A 
curious, but at the same time a very frightful and 
dangerous spectacle, presents itself, whenever this 
contrariety occurs in the dbndition of the two rivers. 

Such an event happened so late as the spring of 
the year 1830, when the ice on the Moselle having 
broken up sooner than that on the Rhine, it was 
hurried along in large masses, imtil it reached the 
bridge of the Moselle. The immense blocks having 
been there arrested in their course, soon rose one 
above another, until they overtopped the bridge 
iti^f. The waters meeting with this obstacle, swelled 
considerably above their banks, and reaching the 
Rhine by a circuitous course, flowed over its frozen 
surface to a considerable distance, both up and 
down that river, carrying with them icebergs, some 
of which were so large that they broke through the 
surface in parts of the Rhine, and remained isolated 
there, bearing the appearance of so many towers ! 

The first night of this terrible flood, the inhabit- 
ants of all the neighbouring villages were obliged 

a 

to abandon their houses. Coblenz itself was placed 
ia considerable danger. The cries of the fugitive 
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Tillagers were awful, and were rendered still more 
so by the discharges of alarm-guns from the batte- 
ries of Ehrenbreitstein. It is a proof of the solidity 
of Baldwin^s work, that the bridge remained un- 
injured by the effects of these double assaults of 
the ice and the inundation. The bridge was finished 
in the year 1843. It was ornamented originally by 
several towers and turrets, which were sculptured 
with the archiepiscopal arms ; but these decora- 
tions now no longer exist ; they were sacrificed 
when the electors began to use the bridge as a point 
of defence for the protection of the town. 
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Corioas old Customs. Snowballs. Dance on the Moselle Bridge. 
Sahibrity ef its Air. Interior of Bhrenbrdtstetn. Church of 
St. Castof .. Fread^ and Rvssiaa Mcnentot. Fala«Q of tilt 
Electors. Castle of Stolfenzels. Views froai its Summit. Tk^ 
Casino. Political Liberty. Reforms. Consenratiyes. Gene- 
xsX Ficedoia ftom Pr^udtee.. PuMIe Gardens. FaMIe Morab. 
Ems. Hotel d'An^^rre. Visitois at Kooft. GanUii^. 
Donkeys. Their unusual Activity. 

Formerly the magistrates assembled on this 
bridge every new year's day, to collect the annual 
tributes which were payable to the municipality of 
Coblenz by lay and ecclesiastical proprietors of 
lands within its jurisdiction. From the German 
lords, for instance, they received a Dutch cheese ; 
from the monks of Obervoerth, a cake ; and from 
those of the Chartreux, a quarter of a hundred of 
^ggs. Of course they had a repast upon the occa^ 
sion, after which the principal authorities, such as 
the senators and the sheriffs, were privileged to 
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dirow sBowbalk at each other^ The baiUies^ howw 
ever, were strictly forbidden to take part in tlwi 
game. 

A similar assenaHs^ took {dace on the^ bridge on 
the eve of St. Walbrugis, when^ as some old 
German legends say, ^^ witches traversed the air 
rK^oig on brooms.^ Then the twa burgomasters of 
Coblesz and Lutzel (a villi^ formerly existing 
on the left bank of the Moselle) mardied up and 
down the bridge, bedding in their hands bouquets 
of ISiesc^ the valley freriily gathered. Th^ pre* 
salted to matrons and maidens bundhes of lavender 
and thyme cdObcted in the woods of Coblenz, of 
which ^e valets of the senators brought whcde 
basket&-full lor the purpose. Otk the imniversary 
cS Xhe dedication of the chureh of St. Castor, the 
young men €^ the neighbouring streets wem 
allowed to dance on the bri%e ui^l nigbt&lL 
Proper persons were aj^xdnted to preserve order; 
mA those who vi(dated it were punished by impri- 
somnent m the «^x tower,^' widbout atqr i^vj to 
Aeir reputation. Such was the epinioni which the 
good citizens ei Coblens entertaiiied of the aav 
which they imbibed on thel»idge^ that they ha{)itt:t» 
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ally made it their evening promenade. It is re- 
corded that a locksmith, a native of Treves, who 
died in Coblenz at the good old age of one hundred 
and twenty-five years, attributed his final illness to 
his not having been enabled to take his accustomed 
walk on the bridge I 

The fortress of EhrenbreitstPin itself has ample 
space for a garrison of fourteen thousand men. Its 
magazines are said to be capable of containing pro- 
visions for that number for four years. It has 
cisterns which would hold a sufficient supply of 
water for three years, but as the springs which 
afford this supply are without the walls, and might 
therefore possibly be cut off, a well has been sunk 
within them, which is fed from the Rhine. The 
water of the river, however, is in bad repute, on 
account of the great proportion of decomposed 
vegetable matter mingled witli it. The construc- 
tion of the new, and the reparation of the old 
works of Ehrenbreitsiein, as well as the outworks 
with which it is connected, are calculated to have 
cost Prussia no less than five millions of dollars, 
part of which, however, was composed of her share 
of the oontributicm paid by France to the Allies, 
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under the stipulations of the treaty of peace in 
1815. Its batteries and walls are armed by about 
four hundred pieces of cannon. 

We visited the church of St. Castor, which is 
admirably situated at the confluence of the two 
rivers. It is of Very great antiquity (836), and 
is ornamented bv four towers, which seem to asso- 
date it in some degree with the chivalrous castles 
we had lately seen on the banks of the Moselle. It 
was in this church that, in the year 843, the grand- 
sons of Charlemagne met to divide amongst them 
the unwieldy empire which they were called upon 
to govern. The divisions consisted of Germany, 
France, and Italy. Several other great national 
transactions took place, either within this venerable 
edifice or in the great square in front of it. 

When the French army passed through Coblenz, 
on their march to Russia, they erected a fountain 
in this square, upon which the following inscription 
was placed: — 

An. MDCCCXII. 
'' Memorable par le campagne contre lea Russes. 



'' Sous le prefecture de Jules Doazan." 

Two years after Coblenz was occupied by 
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[Russian troops on th^ir way to France, and the 
Bussian commandant, observiiig this fountain and 
its inscription, caused the foUpwing quiet but 
caustic addition to be made to it :*^ 

^ Vue et appnmv^Q par nov^, comma^dsnt RoaM d« la TiSe 
Coblenz,, Ui ler Janvier, 1814.'' 

« 

Above the bridge of boajts stands the modem 
palace of the electors,^ a most superb edifice, extend- 
ing along the left bank of the Rhine. Its prin- 
cipal front, however, is towards a spadous and 
handsome square, which forms the usual parade for 
the military. It is now used as the Palais de Jus* 
tice^ in wluch.all the courts aire open to the public, 
a rare exception, to the usual rules in Germany 
upon this siibject. 

Mr. Jordan, our banker, was so good as to take 
us out in his carriage in the evening, to the Castle 
of Stolzenfels, which is charmingly situated on the 
left bank, upon the summit of a lofty hilL It had 
remained for ages in a ruined state, but the young 
King of Prussia having been captivated by the 
position which it occupies, and by the many pictu- 
resque views which it commands on all sides, 
directed that it should be restored as nearly as 
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possible to its original form, intending to make 
it his residence whenever he visited Coblenz. We 
found numbers of workmen employed upon it, and 
were enabled, by the new spiral staircase and two or 
three ladders, to ascend to the gallery at the top, 
whence the wide and varied prospects are indeed' 
worthy of the admiration of a king. 

The junction of the river Lahn with the Rhine 
is seen from hence to the greatest advantage. The 
Rhine itself, which was still rolling onwards in tur- 
bid and angry waves, presented a noble spectacle, 
from its great width, the numerous steam-boats, 
sailing vessels, and timber-rafts borne upon its sur- 
face, and the ruined castles and convents upon 
either side of its now swollen waters. Next came 
in view the junction with it of the Moselle, the 
vast ranges of the Hunstruck mountains, rising pile 
over pile, until they vanished in the blue distance ; 
the dark dense forests around, replete with all sorts 
of game; villages, churches, and their spires; 
meadows, com-fidds, vineyards, and gardens with- 
out number. We gazed upon these splendid scenes 
while the declining sun was lending them a pecu- 
liar enchantment; here bringing out windows of 
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churches or castles into dazzling lights there touch- 
ing the battlements of fortresses and the sides of 
hills with patches of gold, the whole prospect 
perfected in the proud, commanding look of Ehren- 
breitstein, which brought up with it the recoUec- 
tions of wars, disasters, triumphs, valorous deeds of 
chivalry, not unmingled, however, with the tears of 
widows and orphans, and the indignation of indus- 
trious husbandmen, who were obliged to witness 
their teeming fields laid waste by plundering 
armies, or to fly from their homes to the wild 
.forests for protection. 

Upon our return we went, by Mr. Jordan's very 
obliging introduction, to the Casino, an extensive, 
though, as compared with the London club-houses, 
rather a homely establishment, to which are ad- 
mitted, without any distinction of class, all the 
respectable citizens of Coblenz. Here the shop- 
keeper, if decently dressed and properly conducted, 
may be seen by the side of the first nobleman or 
merchant of Coblenz^ in the news-room, which is 
well supplied with English ind foreign journals ; 
or in the library, or in the saloon, where refresh- 
ments may be obtained ; or in the spacious and 
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handsome garden attached to the Casino, where 
tables and seats are arranged for those who choose 
to smoke their pipes, take their excellent beer, or 
sip their cofFee in the open air. These assemblages, 
which materially tend to keep up a spirit of good 
neighbourhood and friendliness among the citizens 
of Coblenz, are rendered still more agreeable by 
the attendance of a band engaged in the service of 
the society. They played some of Mozart's and 
Rossini's airs in a very pleasing style. 

There can be no question, also, that these meet- 
ings foster the liberal sentiments of the citizens 
upon all political subjects, but especially upon 
matters connected with the civil and religious 
rights of the Rhenish provinces, which the inha- 
bitants of Coblenz, and indeed the great mass of 
the people of those provinces, have long been 
known to entertain. Like the well-informed Ger- 
mans in general, they have a great horror of any 
hasty measures, or of any measures which might 
lead to disturbance ; they are content to wait until 
the influence of the system of education, now so 
thoroughly planted and so widely spread through- 
out the Prussian dominions, shall begin to exercise 
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its natural influence. They perfectly understand the 
truth of the maxim that "knowledge is power;'* 
they present to the sovereign a determined, but 
respectful attitude; they cheerfully accept what- 
ever they can get in the way of reform, but they 
shew that they still expect a great deal more. 
They express their confident hope that all neces- 
sary reforms will come in good time, and that they 
will be the more permanent, because the people, 
from their education and their universal feelings 
in favour of peace and order, will be then prepared 
to turn all concessions from the crown to the best 
advantage. 

There is in the provinces a ** Conservative * 
party, which is adverse to any species of reform, 
and would be glad to see the crown even more 
absolute than it is. This party is, however, not 
numerous, and consists chiefly of persons in place 
or of those who seek it. They supported the new 
Prusdan code of laws, chiefly because they deemed 
it their personal interest so to do. For the rest, 
the Rhenish people are remarkably free from pre- 
judices, especially those of a religious kind. It is 
not long since that, by a vote of the municipality,. 
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consistiDg ebieAy of Catfaditfi, the beautiful cbapel 
formerly connected with the palace of the electors 
was granted to the Plrotejstant inhabitants of Cob- 
lenz ad their place of 'wordHp. I have travelled 
much amongst the Germans, and hanre met great 
numbers of them at tables d'hote and elsewhere^ 
and I do not remember that I have ever heard one 
word from them upon any points of religious con* 
troversy. TTiere are no people more communicative^ 
or who enjoy with more social comfort and pleasure 
the blessings which a fertik country fi^d a ddiight- 
ful climate bestow upon them. ITiey live veiy 
much in public ; their theatres, particularly their 
operas, are usually crowded, and their public gar** 
dens, without which no German toWli of any im- 
portance could exist, are most mimerously attended 
by families, who are surrounded by their children, 
down even to the infant in the nurse^s aims. All 
this system serves to create and keep up a kindly 
intercourse and feelings of mutual respect and 
regard, seldom to be observed in other nations ; at 
least not to the same extent. Whether that system 
be, or be not, less favourable to the progress of a 
sound practical mcsality than the mxyte domei^ 
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habits of other countries, is a question beyond the 
province of such a work as this to discuss. 

The celebrated watering-place of Ems being 
little more than fifteen miles from Coblenz, we 
resolved to pay it a flying visit. The bridge over 
the Rhine not being yet restored, we were ferried 
across the river to the other side, where we hired a 
voiture and drove off. There are two or three 
diligences between Ems and Coblenz every day ; 
but we found it pleasanter to have a vehicle of our 
own, here called a " vigilante.^ Passing through a 
hilly country by the shortest road, we arrived at 
Ems in an hour and a half. We were driven by 
our voiturier, without any orders having been 
given upon the subject on our part, into the gate^ 
way of a very splendid new hotel, called the 
" Hotel d'Angleterre." A crowd of waiters assem- 
bled to receive us with their scrapes and bows, and 
recommended us to lose no time in engaging our 
apartments ; but when we informed them that our 
stay^was to be limited to a few hours, we were soon 
left to ourselves. We did not, however, omit to' 
insure our places at the table d'Mte^ and having 
learned that dinner would be served at one o^clock 
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precisely, we proceeded to survey the town of Ems 
and its scenes of gaiety, fashion^ convalescence and. 
infirmity, gambling, idleness, and vanity, under all 
forms. 

The town was quite crowded with visitors of 
every degree, from her Majesty the Queen of 
Greece and her suite down to the venders of Bohe- 
mian glass-ware, all species of toys and curiosities, 
articles of millinery, of course, and some of the 
richest productions of the looms of Persia and 
India. The saloon dedicated to games of hazard 
was, I regret to say, even at noon, very fully at- 
tended by both sexes. Gold and silver were spread 
on the tables, subject to the chances of rouge et 
noir ; but, somehow or other, I observed that the 
rouleaux of both metals were always upon the 
increase within the precincts of the bank, while the. 
private adventurers, with very rare exceptions, 
were uniformly emptying their purses. Some few 
of the fair sex were present, looking on with great 
anxiety at the colours turned up, but they had the 
grace to employ gentlemen to play for them. 

I observed a number of donkeys in the street very 
showily caparisoned, attended by boys dressed in a 
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red uniform or livery, whidi presented a civilized and 
dieerful appeanmee. At none of the Nassau baths 
are donkeys more necessary than at Ems ; for the 
town is situated upon both banks of the Lahn, and 
pressed within a narrow space between two ranges 
of lofty hills, exctir^cNis to which must be exceed- 
ingly fatiguing to pedestrians who are not strong 
on foot. Drives for carriages, except on the high 
roads leading in and out of the town, there are 
none to be found. Contrary to the usage of their 
tribe in general, the Emsian donkeys, as if feeling 
themselves an integral portion of the sanitary sys- 
tem prevalent here, set off at a round pace the 
moment they are mounted, believing, no doubt, 
thdir business to be to carry their customers out isi 
the languid air of the town to that of the hills 
above it. 
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SitaatioA of Enif. Not finromrabk in some cases, finvirou of 
Ems. Table d'Hote. Shaded Promenade. Bohemian Glass- 
Shops. Principal Baths. Amusements. Veal Cutlets. Queen 
of Greece. Madame de Wasseri. Her Beauty. Return to 
Cohle&2. Trade of Ck>blfin». Its AttractioDS. Its Environs. 
Yojage up the Rhine. Decayed Villages. Scenery of the 
Rhine. St. Goar. Fortress of Rheinfels. Leag;ue of tlie Rhine. 
Magniilcenft Prospeeti. Their laddea changes. The ** Water 
Cure." Its Deputed Success. 

In consequence of the situation of Ems, the 
principal street, which runs parallel to the Lahn, 
being backed and fronted Tby a range of lofty hills 
(the Baederly), the atmosphere is far from being 
elastic within the town. The river moreover flows 
here in a lazy course; the bank opposite to the 
principal street is occupied by a set of mean- 
looking houses, many of them really shabby. The 
immediate margin of the river, at that side, is 
strewed with the offal of those dwellings, and is 
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itself generally in a moistened broken state by 
reason of the numerous hot springs which ooze out 
through it, and find their way into the river. The 
vapour from these springs, and the heat necessarily 
arising from the baths on the opposite side, tend 
greatly to increase the warmth of the air, and 
these, added to the influence of a powerful sun 
shining down upon this long narrow valley, the. 
course of which is due east and west, must render 
Ems, in summer, any thing but an eligible place 
of abode for persons of a nervous constitution or 
disposed to asthma. 

For these drawbacks Ems nevertheless presents 
in its environs ample compensation. Passing out 
of the town, the walks along the Lahn are delight- 
ful ; the ascent of the hills is facilitated by bridle- 
roads, which afford magnificent views of the 
country all round, and upon the summits of those 
hills the donkey rider may enjoy breezes as pure 
and healthy as he can find at any other watering- 
place in Germany. Our table d*hSte was crowded 
with visitors, who were undergoing the usual 
course of bathing and drinking the waters, and 
I must say that I never saw assembled, in one room. 
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a set of persons who seemed so little to want either 
- of those resources for impaired constitutions. I 
observed that amongst the hundred and fifty 
' guests who sat at the table^ there was a decided 
majority of ladies. Ems being in high repute for 
the cure of complaints peculiar to the female sex. 

We walked after dinner beneath the very agree- 
able shade of a canvass awning, which extends 
' along the front of a new line of buildings com- 
mencing near the splendid Kursaal recently 
erected here by direction of the Duke of Nassau. 
The buildings just mentioned consist entirely of 
shops, all of which were occupied by the venders 
of every species of articles which are usually most 
in demand at such places. The Bohemian glass- 
shops are particularly attractive, on account of the 
unrivalled clearness of the crystal itself^ the refined 
taste prevailing through the difierent productions 
into which it is formed, and the beauty of the 
colours imparted to it by the manufacturers. The 
bazaar, as it may be called, opens upon a square, 
carpeted with green herbage and planted with 
trees, which, when somewhat more grown, will 
afibrd a pleasant shade : beyond the square is the 
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Lahn. This addition to the other attracticms of 
Ems must prove of great importance to its pros- 
perity, as the walks within the town had previouslj 
been limited to the ^oomy piunp»room on the 
grotmd-fioor of the Alte-Eurhause^ Icmnerly the 
residence of the duke, but now converted into a 
]odging4]ou8e^ containing about two hundred 
chambers. 

It is under this establishment that two of the 
principal qprings for bathing and drinking arise. 
The bathing-rooms are very handsomely fitted up. 
There are some thirteen or fourteen other springs 
in various parts of the town, which we had no 
time to visit No use appears to be made of those 
OQ the opposite bank of the river, although some 
medical authorities say that they are for the most 
part of a better quality than the wells which are 
now chiefly frequented. 

The usual amusements of watering-places—- 
bands playing morning and evening*— wedcly balls 
•---pic-nic parties, concerts, &c., are found at Ems ; 
nevertheless it is more quiet and retired than 
Weisbaden, and many of the other watering-places 
in Germany. After giving a professional account 
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of the utility of the several qprings of Ems in 

various cases of disease. Dr. Grauville, not having 

the fear of Abemethj's book or Dr. Paris^s dietetics 

before his eyes, launches out into an epicurean eu- 

l%y npon the veal cutlets wUcb, while he resided 

there, formed both his break&st and his dinner! 

*^ Commend me to such a cutlet ; it is tender^ 

it melts in one^s mouth, it is just panee enough to 

ecmoeal the texture of the meat (a great secret in 

cookery), and just moist enough not to make you 

grumble that it is loo greasy. In no other part of 

the world cancme get such an exquisite morceau but 

in Germany, A kaUhcStelette is to Germany what 

an inn-cooked beefsteak is to England — a national 

and charac teridtic bonne bouehe^ We talk sneer- 

ingly of German cookery ; but let one of those 

delicious coielettes be put hissing ixt your plate, 

with a cup of fragrant cc^ee, in the morning, a 

new-laid egg, and a couple of warm brioches (a 

nice cake), without butter, after a walk of an hour 

and a half, and let me see who would quarrel with 

such a breakfast f^ 

The Queen of Greece resided in the Hotel 
d'Armstadt, the long and richly-gilt balcony of 
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which gives it a remarkably splendid appearance. 
I had the opportunity of seeing her majesty going 
out in her carriage for an airing ; she looked by 
no means in good health. In a second carriage 
was one of her ladies, Madame de Wasseri : she 
wore a purple Turkish fez upon, I might say, the 
side, rather than the crown of her head, with a 
much greater air of coquetry than her fine blue 
eyes sparkling with health and joyousness, her oval 
beautiful countenance, and her rose-coloured cheeks, 
seemed at all to require. I have seldom seen a 
more captivating bust than that which this young 
Greek displayed, for she sat up in her seat so as 
to exhibit it in all its charms, as if ambitious to 
draw all the attention to herself, which might 
otherwise have been given to her royal mistress. 
The manoeuvre was certainly successful, for the 
moment she appeared she was the cynosure of all 
eyes. 

In coming to Ems we travelled by a short and 
hilly, and rather dull road; we returned to 
Coblenz by the diligence, which traverses the 
lower road, partly by the picturesque banks of the 
Lahn. On our arrival at Ehrenbreitstein we found 



TRADE OF COBLENZ. 113 

the bridge over the Rhine restored. We had 
some delicious fish for supper, accompanied by a 
bottle of a very agreeable kind of wine recently 
manu&ctured fiom a grape which grows in the 
neighbourhood. It is light and sparkling, and 
might easily be passed off in England for cham- 
pagne. 

The trade of Coblenz, which is a free port, 
consists principally in the exportation of Rhine 
and Moselle wines, Seltzer water, com, iron, mill- 
stones (made of lava), potter's clay, and stoneware. 
Beneath the ancient convent of the Jesuits, now 
the public grammar school, are cellars so wide and 
lofty that it is said a stage-coach might be easily 
driven round them. They are now in the occu- 
pation of Messrs. Ddnhard and Jordan^ who to 
the business of banking add that of wine-mer- 
chants. The latter informed us that these cellars 
were capable of containing upwards of four hun- 
dred thousand bottles. 

We met here some friends of ours, who had in- 
tended only to rest a day or two on their way to 
Italy ; but they found the drives around Coblenz 
so attractive, and the town itself so agreeable in 
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every respect, that they had resolved to prolong 
their stay. They proposed to make several excur- 
sions on the banks of the Moselle, and also in the 
iounediate environs of the town on every ride, and 
if they have executed their resolutions, I entertain 
no doubt that they have been well repaid for any 
difficulties they may have encountered on their 
way. Tourists are too much in the habit of 
looking upon Coblenz as a mere steam-boat sta- 
tion ; they may be assured, however, that neither 
upon the upper nor lowar banks of the Rhine will 
they find scenery to surpass that which they might 
easily visit within a week or two, within a circle 
of seven or eight leagues, having Coblenz for its 
centre* 

We quitted this highly interesting town at 
seven o'clock a.h., by the steamer Herrock Von 
Nassau. The day promised to be fine. Our boat 
was somewhat retarded by the unusual force of the 
current of the Rhine, which still continued to rush 
onwards in rolling waves, troubled by the recent 
floods. The appearance of the banks on either 
side differed materially, in every respect, from that 
of the cheerful and charming river we had lately 



DECAYED VILLAGES, 115 

left. We passed through a successicm of villages^ 
of stem mountains crowned with religious and 
feudal ruins, old towns defended by turreted walls, 
by abrupt precipices, and dark ravines, which coni- 
bLaed to impart to the scene a grave and not vexy 
attractive aspect. We passed so near the left 
bank, in order to avoid the rapidity of the current 
as much as possibly that we easily heard the 
church bells and the village clocks strike the 
hour, and might even peep in at their cottage win- 
dows, hear the children laughing or crying, and 
commit depredations, if we pleased, upon their 
fishingnaets and clothes hung out to dry. These 
cottages were in the Swiss style, with timbers in- 
serted in the waUs and gables, not often painted^ 
and wearing, upon the whole, a character of decay» 
We steamed also near churchyards, having black 
crosses at the heads of the graves, and observed a 
qirious chapel with Siamesed spires. 

We were speedily out of Prussian tanitory, 
and within that of the Duke of Nassau, as the 
flags of the boats indicated. One of the pic* 
turesque objects on our way. was a deserted con- 
vent, part of its church still standing ; through its 
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open nave apd windows we obtained one 'of those 
vistas of the country beyond, which Velasquez was 
fond of introducing into his pictures. The Rhine 
was here narrower than I had expected to find it, 
and the scenery altogether so tame, that I felt 
much disappointed; but that feeling speedily 
vanished as we approached St. Goar, where the 
Rhine begins to look like itself, bounded on either 
side by wild and rocky mountains. It would ap- 
pear that by coming tfp the river we had surveyed 
the scenery just passed from a wrong point of 
view, for, looking back at it from St. Groar, it pre- 
sented quite a different character from that ex- 
hibited as we were actually passing through it. 
Seen retrospectively from the spot we had now 
attained, it formed a theatre of verdant hills, rising 
to a considerable height. As it gradually receded 
from the eye, the effect was magical. 

Near St. Groar are the remains of the most ex- 
tensive fortress on the Rhine, called the fortress of 
Bheinfels. It was originally built in the thirteenth 
century by a Count Diether, who, without any 
sort of lawful claim to the sovereignty of the 
country, in fact a mere brigand, substituting might 
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for right, enlisted a number of adventurers in his 
service, and plundered all around him with impu- 
nity. His stronghold for a long time afforded him 
protection from pursuit, until at length the indig- 
nation of the inhabitants of several cities which had 
been subjected to his depredations was roused to 
such a height, that they formed a confederation for 
their general safeguard. The confederacy rapidly 
increased, until it included sixty of the German 
and Rhenish cities. They formed a numerous 
army, which proceeded to attack, and finally de- 
stroyed this "robber nest,'* as the people justly 
called it. Not satisfied with their success in this 
instance, they visited most of the similar fortifi- 
cations then established on the Rhine, and razed 
or dismantled them. It is to the operations of 
this powerful confederacy that all lovers of the 
picturesque are indebted for the ruins of castles 
and battlements with which almost every hill and 
mountain, to a great extent on either bank of the 
Rhine, is at this day crowned. Rheinfels, how- 
ever, was, subsequently to the invasion of the con- 
federated forces, repaired by the Landgrave of 
Hesse, whose property it became. It withstood a 
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prolonged 8i^;e by a Freiteh army of twenty-four 
thousand men, under Marshal Talard, in 169S. 
Though greatly strengthened after that period, the 
garrison ran away out of it in 1794, up(m the ap- 
proach of the French revoluti(»iary army, who 
blew it up, and left it in the state in which it still 
remains. 

The scenery of the Rhine is certainly most mag- 
nificent, to whatever point of the compass we turn 
our eyes. Ancient battlements (some of them 
Boman), Grothic churches with curious towers, 
some bearing spires exactly alike, and united by 
galleries (some of them raised by Knights Templars 
after their return from Palestine), ancient convents, 
here and there green meadows and yellow corn- 
fields, orchards of cherries, mouldering towers, 
partly mantled in vines, and projecting rocks, 
presenting strange and wild shapes, continue fire- 
quently within one prospect to a£Pord a picture of 
such inexhaustible interest, that we regretted the 
rapidity with which our paddle-wheels hurried us 
away from it. 

Nevertheless, perhaps this very circumstance of 
our velocity of motion gave a fresh charm to each 
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scene ; for knowing that we could scarcely behold 
it before it vanished from our view, our attention 
was in a state of perpetual excitement. The pre- 
sentation to the eye of a majestic pile of rocks and 
ruins, and the immediate substitution for it of de- 
clivities teeming with vines, or of fertile valleys 
yielding herbage or corn, seemed to be the work of 
some enchanter, who had power to change the 
objects before us at a stroke of his wand. 

The convent of Marienburg, near Boppart, 
which is now used as a boarding-house for invalids 
suffering from rheumatism, reminded me of a spec^ 
tacle which I observed near Coblenz, upon our 
return from ]Bms, which I had forgotten to set 
down in my note^book. Several persons, of rather 
gentlemanly appearance, were walking as rapidly 
as they could along the footpath near the road, 

dressed in sheets and cloaks saturated with water. 

I 

I could not make out the cause of this singular 
dress, until we reached Coblenz, when we were in- 
formed that these disciples of Undine were so 
many patients, undergoing the new treatment for 
the complaint in question. They were first plunged 
into a bath so warm that they were parboiled ; the 
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moment they escaped from this bath, or boiler, as 
it might perhaps be more technically called, they 
rushed into an adjoining bath of cold water; after 
remaining there the prescribed time they arose, 
were dressed as we saw them, and directed to walk 
as quickly as they could, until their humid apparel 
became quite dry. It is said that this mode of 
dealing with rheumatism has been generally suc- 
cessful. It is certainly spreading over several 
parts of the continent, and treatises in favour of its 
application have been recently published in Eng- 
land. The establishment in the convent of Ma- 
rienburg is upon a most extensive plan, and I was 
informed that it is quite crowded with patients. I 
think I have read somewhere of a similar practice 
having long prevailed among the lower castes in 
India, and that it uniformly effected its object. 
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I WOULD recommend the voyager who ascends 
the Rhine never to neglect, while the steamer has. 
tens onward, to keep the retrospective scenery in 
view as long as he can. The panorama always 
seemed to me more perfect in its outlines and ac« 
cessories when contemplated in that way than in 
the reverse. All the objects are then seen assem. 
bled, but arranged in their proper places, and under 
the influence of lights and shadows which set them 
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off to most advantage; whereas, while we are 
going through them in detail, we are not able to 
appreciate their individual value in the general 
prospect. 

St. Goar is a very curious-looking old town. It 
is so called from a holy hermit of that name, who 
was chiefly instrumental (under Providence) in 
converting to Christianity the rude inhabitants of 
the country. A church still exists here which was 
dedicated to his memory. As we proceeded, the 
scenery, mingling much of beauty with a grandeur 
approaching the sublime, exceeded all the expecta- 
tions I had f(Hined of its effects* Elevated rocks 
jutting up in giant forms, on one bank, contrasted 
with the rich green underwoods on the other. The 
Rhine expands here to so great a width that it as* 
sumes the appearance of a lake almost enclosed by 
mountains. A singular precipitous mass of rock 
lifts its head high in air, on the left bank, and is 
called the Lurleiberg. Not far beyond it is a 
whirlpool, near which is a rapid, formed by the 
rushing of the water over sunken rocks, just at a 
spot where the rivei; makes a sudden curve. The 
passage of this rapid has proved often dangerous to 
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small boats, but still more to the crews of the tim- 
ber-rafts, which are navigated down the currait 
It is said that the fore-part of the raft is, at times, 
drawn beneath the water, that the men on board are 
immersed to the neck, and some of them even oc- 
casionally wadied away by the violence of the 
waves, caused by the rocky obstacles below. Oppo- 
site to the Lurleiberg is a grotto, occujned by a man 
whose employment it is to awaken the echoes here 
by the blast of a bugle or the discharge of a pis- 
tol. The sound is answered by a mysterious choir of 
fifteen voices, each of which answers the call in turn. 
No wonder that the watermen look upon this part 
of the Rhine as haunted by some malignant spirit. 
The sunkcfh rocks, as well as those which towered 
above our heads, and pressed the Rhine between 
them, reminded me strongly of the <* Iron Door ^ of 
the Danube. Looking forward, we might have al- 
most thought ourselves land-locked, so closely did 
the mountainous banks approach each other. Now 
they assumed a mural shape, now they presented 
tiers of benches, as if they had been intended for 
theatres. Table lands, cultivated, on the summits 
of some the hiUs, gave an agreeable variety to these 



124 WERNER'S CHAPEL. 

wild scenes. From the dark ravines came out ab- 
ruptly, now and then, violent gusts of very cold 
wind, although otherwise the day held up welL 
Banges of trees sometimes ran along the brows of 
mountains, and through their foliage we were en- 
abled to discern corn-fields, stretching up the decli- 
vities to a considerable distance. 

Its lofty round tower near the water^s edge, and 
its numerous turreted walls, soon announced our 
approach to Oberwesel, famed for its church of Our 
Lady, said to be one of the most finished and beau- 
tiful specimens of the decorated style of Gothic 
architecture to be found on the Rhine : it is of the 
fourteenth century. A small chapel dedicated to 
the memory of a boy, named Werner, was pointed 
out by th^ captain, on the walls of the town near 
the bank of the river. This youth is said to have 
been crucified by the Jews, in derision of the cruci- 
fixion of our Redeemer. No doubt this was one of 
the tales got up at the time when the anti-Israelite 
outcry was raised against the Jews in many parts of 
Europe. 

The English voyager can hardly fail to remark 
the castle of Schbnberg, below Oberwesel, as it was 
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once the residence of the Schombergs, from ivhom 
descended the English family of that name, includ- 
ing the officer who commanded the troops of Wil- 
liam III. at the battle of the Boyne. From the 
flooded state of the Rhine we had no chance of see- 
ing the seven rocks that rise from the bed of the 
river here, which, as legends say, represent as many 
beautiful sisters, so hard-hearted that, although 
multitudes of knightly suitors sought their hands 
in marriage, they rejected them all. For this crime 
against society they were metamorphosed into the 
forms which they well deserved for their cold- 
ness. 

Nearly opposite the village of Caul there is a 
very curious old fortress in the middle of the river. 
From the centre rises a polygonal tower ; the walls 
all round are roofed, and there is at one end a 
cluster of buildings : the whole pile has a pecu- 
liarly quaint appearance. It was originally built 
by Louis the Bavarian, previous to 1SS6, as a toll- 
house ; it now belongs to the Duke of Nassau, who 
uses it for. the same purpose. Tradition relates 
that, in the turbulent ages, the ladies of the neigh- 
bouring knights, when '< in that state in which 
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ladies wish to be who love their lords" usually re* 
paired to this castle in order that they might enjoy 
tranquillity and security at the approach of the 
period so important to themselves and their families. 
This spot is also remarkable as the place near which 
Bliicher crossed the Rhine with his army, on the 
night of the first of January, 1814 

Bacharach {Baccki ara^ altar of Bacchus) next 
appears in sight, with its walls and towers. It 
derives its name from a rock in the river, which, 
when the Rhine is low, shews its head above the 
waters— >4m occurrence gladly hailed by the culti« 
vators of the vineyards, as it assures them of a fine 
season for the grape. ' The vine grown all round 
here is in high repute. Near Bacharach are the 
beautiful remains of another church raised in ho- 
nour of the << crucified ^ Werner, his body, whidi 
is said to have been thrown into the Rhine by the 
Jews, having floated up the river, until it stof^^ed 
here. 

Passing by Lorch, one of the moat ancient towna 
of the Rhine, we arrived within the precincts of 
the Rheingau, extending to a consideraUe distance 
up the river, and oeldi)rated as the district within 
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which all the best vineyards of Germany are to be 
found. The banks all through this district are 
literally crowded with villages, towns, ruins o£ 
castles, convents, and churches, every one of whidi 
has its wondrous tale. All these I must resign to 
the guide-books, or rather, I should say, to Mur- 
ray's " Hand-Book of Northern Germany,'' by 
far the best work of the kind tliat has ever fallen 
under my notice. It is not merely a compilation; 
it abounds in original matter, and in descriptions 
of scenery written in an animated and very graceful 
style. I do not remember any material instance in 
which I found its instructions inaccurate* 

As travell^s in Gkrmany are often at a loss as 
to the kind of wine they should order at the hotels, 
£rom the number j^>ecified in the cartee presented 
to them, I shall here mention a few of the Rheia- 
gau productions, which are considered as the best. 
In the first rank stand the Johannisberg and the 
Steinberg; then follow the Rudesheim, Marko- 
farunner, and Rothenberg, distinguished for their 
atrength and exqxiisite bouquet The Hockheim 
will be found very acceptable to some palates, and 
also die wines of Erbach and Hattenheim. But 



128 GEM OF THE RHINE. 

those who prefer light wines not so apt to be acid 
as those just mentioned, should call for the Lau- 
benheim and Nierstein, or the wines of the Moselle. 
The Riesling is not to be despised. For my own 
part, I generally selected the Assmanshausen, a 
red wine produced fix)m the vine of Burgundy 
transplanted thither. It very much resembles, in 
the fragrance of its flavour and the degree of its 
strength, the Val-de-penas of Spain, which I found 
an excellent tonic, besides being most agreeable to 
the taste. It is a cheering and yet by no means an 
intoxicating beverage. 

The scenery between Riidescheim and Bingen 
is notorious as the gem of the Rhine. The river 
here presents itself in all its magnificence, being as 
wide as the mouth of the Thames, and from its 
rapidly rolling waves might almost be taken for a 
sea. It displays its greatest width at Giesenheim, 
and abounds in small islands as £ar as Mayence. 
After passing Giesenheim, the banks b^in rapidly 
to lose all their grandeur ; they become low and 
marshy, and compared with the scenery lately ex- 
hibited to the view, every prospect dedines more 
and more into tameness and monotony. At Bi- 
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bench, the handsome palace of the Duke of Nas- 
sau is a very conspicuous object, and also marks 
the boundary of his dominicms. We soon after 
reached Mayence, the termination of our voyage 
on the Rhine. This city bdbngs to the Grand 
Duke of Hesse d'Armstadt, and is well worthy of 
a sojourn for a day or two. But the moment we 
arrived a diligence was in waiting to convey us to 
the station of the railway, over the bridge of boats 
which connects Mayenoe with Cassd. 

The prospects from Cassel, where we had to stay 
nearly an hour, are highly interesting. Looking 
down the Bhine, we saw in that distance, which 
always 

« — — - lends enefaantmeot to tlie Tiew/' 

the mountains we bad latdy passed* The old ca- 
thedral of Mayence came out well, as an artist 
would say, in this scene, as did also the red towers 
of the fortifications, forming, with those on the Cas- 
sel side, the chief defences of this part of the river. 
The day had held up extremely well, although 
very cold for the season. The bridge was thronged 
with passengers, amangat whom we noticed several 
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PniBsian and Austrian aoldien. Although May^ 
enoe belongs to the Grand Duke d^Annstadti yetf 
bdng the prindpal lortress of the Grerman Confede- 
ration, it is gamsooed equally by the tcodps of the 
two powers just mentumed,. and the governors are 
i^pointed by them akemately every five years. 

From Cassel tfaefe is a railway train to Wies- 
badoi, by a Imuidi leading off from die chief line 
to Frankfort . The buildings at the station are all 
in a light Italian style; the waiting-room is very 
handsomely furnished ; decanters of i^ng water 
and glasses are on the tables and a variety of French 
and German newspapers, together with other peri- 
odicals. The sun descending over the blue moun- 
tains far away, threw a pathway of light on the 
surface of the Rhine, and the neighbouring decli- 
vities seemed to be invdved in douds of golden' 
dust. The moment for our dqpartiire 9t length 
arrived, and within half an hour after we were 
in Frankfort We stif^ied at the H6tel d'An- 
gleterre, which we found very comfortable and 
moderate. 

Frankfort has long been an important and inte- 
resting town. Its situatiofli on the Maine, besides 
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being highly pictufeiquey is in s geographical 
point of view, peculiarly foftunate^ as through it 
may be said to pass the great high-road from all 
the southera parts of Europe to nortfaem Germany. 
It is high in diplomatic rank, as the seat of the Grer- 
manic diet ; it exercises considerable influence in 
monetary affairs, as the principal occupation of its 
i^ulent meivhants and bankers consists in trans- 
actions in tiie funds of all nations and in public 
loans. Here the Rothschilds were born, the 
monied princes, as they might be called, of the 
civOized world. It is one of the gteat emporiums 
for distributing manufactures through Central 
Europe. Here are held amiuany two of the great 
continental fairs, though mercantile assemblages of 
this description seem to be getting out i^ fashion, 
on account of the greater facilities of intercourse 
which are established, or in process of formation, 
in all quartersr It is, moreover, a free town ; has 
58,000 inhabitaoEts, of whom tme^tenth are wealthy 
Jews, and bear, evay »ark of pwBperity inereas. 
ing from year to year. New lines of streets have 
been recently constructed in the most airy and 
healthy part of the town; th^ are in the light 
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Italian style, and in no respect inferior to the 
modem quarters of Paris. During the hours of 
business there is a general appearance of animation 
and gaiety, which makes the traveller, who has 
once seen Frankfort always look back upon it with 
feelings of pleasure. 

Mr. Koch, the British consul, adds not a little 
to those feelings on the part of all those who have 
occasion for his services. We had letters to him 
from a friend, who gave us befordiand. intimation, 
as to his amiability and private worth, which we 
found more than realized. His son is, as. the Irish 
say, a ^^ true chip of the old block." He had been 
just married to a German lady, not less, distin- 
guished for her virtues than her beauty. They 
were about to be installed in their new house ths 
day after our arrival in Frankfort, and the cir- 
cumstance led to an assemblage of their friends 
around them (amongst whom. they had the good- 
ness to include us), by way of a ^' house-warming '* 
in the good old &shion, equally Grerman and Eng- 
lish. Several of the principal British residents of 
Frankfort were present, and certainly a more plea- 
sant party seldom met together, though some of the 
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guests had never seen each other before. A bin of 
Jobannesberg of the most delicious flayour, sixty 
years old, delivered out its treasures in celebratbn 
of this domestic festival. 

In the course of conversation, Mr. Koch, who 
had been out at his country seat in the morning, 
mentioned a curious fact connected with the late 
violent storm. He found a number of moles which 
were killed by his gardener, and upon inquiry he 
learned, that upon the day on which the tempest 
occurred, multitudes of these creatures had com- 
up out of the ground, and shewed not the slightest 
disposition to return to their subterraneous abode^ 
as if, for some reason or other, they had found 
themselves uncomfortable there. This very extra- 
ordinary phenomenon would seem to indicate, either 
that some agitation had taken place in the interior 
of the earth, or that the moles were affected 
by some unusual accession of heat, which drove 
them simultaneously to the surface, to seek for 
relief. 

While engaged in the evening in looking over 
the papers at the Casino, which we were permitted 
to enter through Mr. Koch^s kind introduction, I 
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observed from a pangnph in one of die Frendi 
journak, Ifatt on die same day a kumeaae occur- 
red at Rofuei^ wbkk tore up from tfafe roots several 
of the largest trees in the BooleTards ei that city ; 
that on the IGQi of July (du*ee day« pievioudy to 
the whirlwind on the Blniie) there was an extra^ 
ordinaty swdl of tbe sea at Maraeilles ; and diat 
not long befiire that, the town of Villa da Fraya 
da Victoria, in the island of Terceira, was almost 
wholly de8troy€d by an earthquake. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Jogelv tile BookMlIer. His CSraitiet. OUFnnkibrti Thed- 
tliednL FkaiM^of the Cnuade. IlifiBritiali Minister. The 
Cemetery. Frecautions as to Intenneiits. Finger Bells. Ar- 
rangements for Vigilance. Subject for Novelists. Bohemian 
QlasB-Shopf. PobBo Gardens* Mngie. Cakbrated Statue of 
Ariadne* Desor^tion of the Statue. M. de Bethmann's 
Garden. 

A loNO-STANBi^G regard for books and book- 
adQera, and aU about them, soon guided me to the 
shop of M. Jugel. His estafalidiment ijr upon an 
extensile scale, and is conducted by himself and his 
SOD, a very intelligent young mam They both 
speak Eng^Ush extremdy well, and when I gave my 
card, for the purpose of writii^ my durectbn upon 
a pared of books and mapa which I had purchased, 
I was, thanks to that freonasonry which exists in 
every country between booksellers and authors, % 
placed at home at once. M. Jugel, senior, placed 
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before me my *< Danube,*^ translated into German ; 
my bill was remodelled, with a liberal per-centage 
taken oiF, and he was so kind as to offer me his ser- 
vices in every way in which they could be useful to 
us. He inquired as to the line which we proposed 
to take in the further prosecution of our tour, and 
took the trouble to suggest a route, that would not 
only enable us to see all that part of the country to 
the best advantage, but also to place within our 
reach the best hotds which it afforded. ^^ Above 
all things,^ said he^ ^ when you are on your way to 
Heppenheim, even if you should be late, restrain 
your appetite until you arrive in that place. I 
will answer for it that at the hotel there you will 
be provided with one of the best dinners to be met 
with in all Gamany.^ 

Although the new town of Frankfort is truly a 
splendid congr^tion of munuons, that might well 
be style dpalaces, neverthdess I felt a great deal 
more interest in exploring the old buildings of this 
'< free^ and aace ^* imperial dty ;^ in wandering 
through its narrow streets, with the lofty gables 
forming the fronts of its houses, and frequently, 
according to the fashion of the good old burgher 



THE CATHEDRAL. 137 

times, overhanging the basement stories to such an 
extent, that two persons might almost shake hands 
from the windows of the upper floors of houses 
opposite to each other. In this quarter is found the 
cathedral, erected in the thirteenth century, and 
peculiarly distinguished as being the church in 
which the German ^nperors were formerly crowned, 
after their election in one of the chapels near the 
high altar, called from that circumstance the Elec- 
tion Chapel. There are in it some very curious 
monuments, and a few excellent pictures by Rubens 
and Albert Durer. In this fine old temple St. 
Bernard preached thecrusadieto crowded audiences, 
whom he succeeded in insuring with his own 
enthusiasm. 

The ocvonation festivities of the emperor9 were 
held in the Town-house, in a large saloon, where 
they were attended by their vassal kings and princes. 
Here are portraits of the whole imperial line, and 
it is a very remarkable circumstance, that the jpor- 
•traitof the last German emperor, Francis of Aus- 
tria, filled up the only space that remained vacant 
on the walls ! The senate of Frankfort holds its 
sessions in one of the chambers of this building, and 
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in the maribet-idaee in firont of it a festiTsl was 
giyen to ^ people oo the eormuttion daj^ nAea 
oxen wesre loasted whole, and faogdieadft of wine 
weze mnmaged in eroy dtiecti<»i fiir the goests to 
use ad Wniuns. Tha:e axe many old msoaoriids of 
the past histcary of Frsmkfcni; well worth die atteur- 
tkm of tiavdlcfs, which they will find caielbllj 
enumerated in the^guMe4x)ok8» 

The person who shewed us over the Town-house 
pat into my hands an <Ad manuscnipt in French, to 
whidi he attached a great value. It stated that 
when Maximilian II. was crowned (1564), he oone 
to this chamber to witness the amusements wlucli 
w«e carrkd on in the square. The emperor, in 
full costume, took his station in the second window^ 
tiie electors of Mentz, Treves, and Cologne stood 
in die first window ; tlie canopy used at the coro- 
wdan was €xhilxted in the third wmdow; while 
^be amhassadprs c^ Bohemia and the FSalathiate, 
and the electees of Saxony occupied die fourdi and 
fifth. iULthings being prepared &r the oommenee- 
ment of the festivities, delegates, i^pointed tor the 
purpose by the grand d^nitaries, mounted their 
hmrses in the square, to the sound of trumpets and 



THE BRrrmH minister. 139 

Then the ddegate of the grand jnar- 
thal rode up to Us girths tbrough a hei^ of oats, 
Mme of wfaidi he pat mto a small silver measure 
Having passed over it a silver siekle, in order to 
make the snrfiiee of the com level, he lm>ugfat it 
into the hall, end presented it to the arch-ehamber^ 
lain^ vho plaoed it on a table before the emperor, 
together with a slice of beef, cut from an ox roasted 
whole, and a silver goblet of win^ thus announcing 
that the stables and the tables were all well pro- 
vided. Handfuk of monejr were next flung amcxigst 
the people, after which they proceeded to partake 
of die good things set belbre them. Our Cicerone 
peroeivii^ that I was borrowing some of the matter 
contained in the manuscript, would not permit me 
to proceed way farther. In his estimation it. was a 
mystic book, not to be submitted to the eye of the 
pn^me. 

We had letters from our estimable friend Mr« 
St. George, and from Lmrd Palmerston to the 
ftitish minister l^re, the. Hon. Mr. Fox Strange 
ways, with whom I had the pleasure of being 
ptevioudy acquainted when he served in the foreign 
•office as one of the two Under-Secretaries of state. 
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We found liim in a magnificent mansion, tastefully 
fitted up, in the new quarter already mentioned: 
he recdved us in the most friendly and hospitable 
manner. We met at his table a very agreeable 
party, amongst whom was Mr. Massy Dawson^ 
the son of an Irii^h gentleman of the same name, 
well known for the pleasantry and conviviality of 
his dispositions. To a similar character his son 
adds a thorough knowledge of the world, a love bf 
literature and the fine arts, and a genuine vein of 
Irish wit, which justly obtain for him a welcome in 
every company. Dinner at the minister's being, 
according to the German fashion, over early, Mr. 
Dawson kindly took us to see the new cemetery at 
a short distance from Frankfort ; it is laid out in 
very good style, and with a strict regard in all its 
departments and decorations to that solemnity of 
repose which best becomes the regions of the dead* 
I saw here, for the first time, a curious contrivance 
for guarding against the perils of premature inter- 
ment. It is well ascertained that cases have oc- 
curred in which a profound lethargy, presenting 
all the appearances of death, has been mistaken for 
the absolute departure of the soul from the bpdy* 
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The cases, well authenticated, of this nature are. 
certainly not numerous—at le^t, few have been 
discovered, in consequence of the rapidity with 
which, in most countries, the supposed inanimate 
remains are conveyed to that bourne whence no 
voice can be heard. I have myself seen, in Con« 
stantinople, the bodies of Greeks, who were believed 
to have died of the plague, carried to the grave in 
the clothes which they were accustomed to wear, 
and before the blush of life had wholly faded from 
the countenance ; they were taken on a bier, not 
even enclosed in a shell, and resigned to the earth 
within an hour after the malady had been pre- 
sumed to have terminated fatally. It struck me 
most forcibly that in some of these cases premature 
burial must have taken place. 

The precautions used in the Frankfort cemetery 
against unhappy accidents of this kind, are simple 
and, in the event of reanimation, would, I imagine, 
be found effectual. The body is first conveyed to 
the chapel, where the funeral service is read by a 
clergyman of the religion of the individual ac- 
counted as dead ; it is then removed to a sepulchral 
chamber, where a lamp is kept always burning; 
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the lid of the coffin is taken off, and npon the top 
of each of the fingers and thumbs <^ the shrouded 
figure axe |daced soiall bdls, or rather, indeed^ 
thimbles, to whidi are attached wiies conununi* 
eating with a bell, which sounds upon the sli^^test 
movement of either of the hands. In an adjoining 
room attendants, who relieve each othinr at r^u* 
lated hours during the day and night, watdi for 
the sound of this bell. An apparatus is in the 
attendants* chamber, which is ccmtrived to shew 
whether in the night-time any of them may have 
slumbered even for a moment I do not know 
whether I rightly understood the explanation given 
to us of this machine ; but I believe the attaidant 
was obliged to wind it up every five minutes, and 
if he failed to do so, it would of itsdf register his 
omission on a dial to which be had no access. 
The thimbles, mofeover, easily slapped off, so that, 
as it was his duty frequently to visit the sepul- 
chral chamber, he would at once perceive whether 
any movement of the hands had occurred, irhkik 
night have failed to set the bell in motion. . If no 
sign of returned life has exhibited itself within a 
certain number of days, then the sexton takes 



SUBJECT POB NOVEUST.S 143 

charge of the body^ and depodts it iB the grave 
already prepeied fur k. 

We anxiously iiiquixed whether any instance had 
yet occurred in which this ingemous and humane 
contrivance had been the means of the restoratioQ 
to society of any person who had been supposed to 
have disappeared firom it for ever. The answer 
was in the negative. The attendant^ however, 
added, that on one occasion the bell had been fidntly 
heard, but upon ezttoination it waa found that the 
occurrence must have been the result of some acci- 
dent, such as might have been caused by a galvanic 
movement in the jbands undergoing the {unocess of 
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Writers of mdo-dramas or mdo-dramatic tales 
have in this machinery a new qpecies of invention 
for imparting interest to their productions^ After 
preparii^ aU drcumstanoes tor the happy marriage 
of their heroine^ they m^^ by a potiimj^unge her 
mto a lethargy, sudi as thai to T^iich JuEet was 
subjected. Thecbsequies of thedead having been 
perfcxmed in their solemn fonns^ the krver being 
filled witha due measure of inconsolaUe grief, his 
mistress having been hid in the sefmktoal chamber^ 
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and the arrangements being made, as above de- 
scribed, for the detection of any symptoms of the 
rekindling spark of life, the bell might yield its 
joyous sound, the lover would rush to the chamber, 
and there find her whom he supposed he had lost, 
again in the full possession of life ! I commend 
this sketch of a plot to their attention ! 

Opposite to the post-office there is an extensive 
diop for the sale of Bohemian glass-ware, under the 
form of every sort of article which may serve for 
use or ornament in a gentleman's establishment. 
The material is exceedingly beautiful, and the 
numberless graceful shapes into which it is wrought 
never allowed me to pass them by with indifierence. 
GeneraUy speaking, however, these manufactures 
are offered at prices a great deal too hi^h. 

The good citizens of Frankfort enjoy a great 
luxury in the spacious public gardens which sur- 
round the town. Besides these, there is another 
magnificent and densely shaded promenade, called 
the Garden of the ^^Mainlust,^ at a short distance. 
It was delightful to wander about beneath the 
spreading branches of the ancient trees with which 
this resort of health and pleasure abounds, to meet 
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in all quart€r8 with groups of families and their 
happy children gamboling around them, to catch 
here and there views of the Maine, animated by 
small pleasure-boats, with their picturesque sails 
distended by the summer evening breeze, while now 
and then came upon the ear snatches of charming 
airs, performed by an excellent band. The genial 
temperature of the hour was the more delicious, as 
hitherto for several days we experienced very vari- 
able weather ; cold, rainy, windy, atad gloomy. 

While looking over some prints ift M. JugeFs 
shop, I lighted upon two admirably executed litho- 
graphs, designed by Schotts, of the statue of 
Ariadne executed in marble by Dannecker. One 
of these represents the beautiful recluse of the 
labyrinth seated on the back of a lioness, the hair 
upon her majestic-looking head arranged in the 
Grecian style, and bound at the temples by a 
wreath of flowers, firom which depend two ribands 
flowing over her right shoulder. Her back is here 
displayed in all its perfection of shape ; the hand of 
the right arm stretched out grasps the instep of her 
right foot, which is drawn up so as to exhibit the 
whole measure of the sole. The left arm is bent, 
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and leans on the head of the animal, the hand 
pressing on her left side. The profile of the faoe» 
looking over the left shoulder, exhibits an expres- 
sion of mild pensiveness. 

The second print ^ves the front of the figure, 
than which it would be difficult to find one more 
beautiful or more faultless amongst the productions 
either of the ancient or modem sculptcnrs. The 
artist by drawing up the left foot under the right 
thigh, has perfectly succeeded in rendering any kind 
of drapery unnecessary beneath the navel. The print 
itself is defective in making the left leg appear 
much shorter than the rt^^t. Ariadne^s mantle is 
thrown over the back of the lioness, and is disposed 
in graceful folds. A collar is around the neck of 
the animal, whose open mouth displays its tusks^ 
and serves, with the angry aspect of its head and 
countenance, to present a powerful contrast with 
the intelligent, gentle, and yet radiant lovdiness of 
the face above it. The huge limbs of the forest 
queen increase this effect, when compared with 
those of Ariadne. 

I lo^ no time in repauing to the garden of 
M. Maiurice de Bethmann, in whose garden this. 
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master-piece of Dannecker is exhibited. Much as 
the prints taught me to look for, I found the 
original greatly to exceed my expectations. The 
two figures all but breathe ; one thmks that they 
are instinct with life, and that only the touch of an 
enchanter^s wand is wanting to remove the spell 
which detains them on the spot where they are 
placed. They are immediately in front of M. 
Bethmann^s museum, in which several excellent spe- 
cimens of sculpture may be found, but none com* 
parable to that just mentioned. 
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Sta^el's Mnseom. Church Orgaiu Departure for Heidelberg. 

~ General View of Frankfort. French Emigrants. Darmstadt. 

.. The Catholic Church. Its Decorations. Public library. Li- 
berality as to Books. Attentions to learned Men. Economy 
of Darmstadt. The Odenwald. Views from the Melibocus. 
The Harrest. Gleaners. The Evening Hour. Heppenheim. 
Chorus of Peasants. Weinhetm. Orchards of Cherries. Ar- 
rival at Hddelberg. 

We afterwards visited the museum founded by 
M. Stsede], a rich citizen of Frankfort, worthy of 
ail honour, on account of the munificent spirit 
which he disph^ed in bequeathing ample funds for 
the erection of the building, and in directing to be 
phc0d there the whole of his collection of paint- 
ingBi drawings, and engravings. He moreover pro- 
vided for the establishment of an academy for 
young artists. The museum is hot rich in first-rate 
pieces, but it contains some interesting productions 
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of the early German school, several rare etchings 
and engravings by Flemish masters, and &few pic- 
tures by Raphael, Perugino, Ostade, Rubens, Hob- 
lima, and Holbein the elder. 

One of the old Catholic churches is in possession 
of the Lutherans. I went. in to, look at it, and while 
I was lamenting the modem innovations of galleries 
and wooden benches, which completely spoil the 
interior, the organist entered to put his instrument 
in tune. fen* the eveping service, it being Sunday. 
The organ is one of great power and brilliancy of 
tone» I asceuded to the loft where it is placed, and 
at my request he was so good as to run his fingers 
over, all the tiers of keys, in order to exhibit its 
whole force ; he then, assisted by one of his pupils, 
treated me to some very fine fugues of Bach, which 
they performed in a masteriy manner. 

Having engaged a voiture for a certain sum 
(thirty florins) to convey us to Heidelberg by our 
own route, we reluctantly bade adieu to our kind 
friends at Frankfort and . all the attractions which 
that city presents to a traveller. Our carriag 
being an open one, we had the opportunity of oon- 
templating the fine picture behind as well as that 
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befime U8» oomprdiending, on one side, the inaisive 
towers and domes of the churches, its i^endid 
lines of ne:ir buildings, and the beautiful Maine 
gliding by its public gardens. As the xoad de- 
scends a little, this picture, being somewhat ele* 
▼ated, was shewn to the greatest advantage; in 
£ict, the poshioQ of Frankfort is not seen in its 
best features until we get to about a league or ao 
bqrond the town. In front befiote us we bdbeld the 
Taurua range of mountains, gradually declining 
from its most derated summits towards the left, by 
graceful undulations, and oomprdiendiDg within 
its sheltering bosom fields covered with abundant 
harvests, numbers of country seats, villages, and 
hamlets^ the more exposed heights being crowned 
by busy windmills. 

Passing through aforest of pines, we arrived at 
Isenbearg, (me of the several cokmies of French 
Hugonots who took refuge in these regions after 
the recal of the Edict of Nantes. The descendants 
of these emigrants still retain the old French cos- 
tume«<~the cocked hat^ the high-collared coat, the 
large waistcoat, the short breedies, and shoes with 
:bttiplda& The habitaticms are, for tiie most part. 
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in the Swiss style; with projecting roofs and pdnti^ 
gables, timbers variously coloured being inserted in 
the walls of the gables and of the sides of the 
houses. The posterity of these settlers may be 
easily traced through the Tillages of Sliprebgstein 
and Langen. Our journey was so far cheered by a 
warm sun shining through an unclouded azure 
dky. 

We soon reached Darmstadt, where we stopped 
a few hours to take a rapid glance at the ^'lions'* 
of the place. The first impression one receives on 
entering this town is, that it must be very popu- 
lous, although it looks as quiet as the prednets of 
a convent. It consists of two parts, the old town 
and the new one; but the road leads at once into' 
the latter, and unless one be informed that the 
former is stiU in existence, one would never think 
of gmng in search of it. The new houses are erected 
upon a uniform plan; many of them contain no 
back rooms, the object of the architect being to 
cover as much space as possible. Its population 
does not much exceed 23,000, although one would 
think, from its apparent extent, that they would 
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be double that number. It was, in all other re- 
spects, very much what I expected to find it ; a 
stately, tranquil, clean, and airy city, as the ducal 
capitals in Germany generally are; the' abode of 
literary men and of an luxwtentatious court. 

The first object which strikes the eye on entering 
is the Catholic church, built in a circular form, 
ascended by several steps, which lead to a very 
handsome portico lately finished. Over the portico 
is inscribed the single word 2>60, beneath which are 
sculptured figures of the Virgin and child, with a 
winged angel on each side, the whole surmounted 
by 1^ gilt cross. The efiect of the interior is mag* 
nificent : the dome, which is lofty and spacious, is 
sustained by twenty-height columns with Corinthian 
capitals ; the organ is behind the high altar, which 
is constructed of black marble; the candelabra are 
supported by angels, who hold censers in their 
hands: their figures are remarkably graceful.- 
There is a handsome tribune for the Catholic mem* 
bers of the ducal family, and some drapery is added 
here and there, tastefully festooned, in order to 
give a finish to the picture. There is a silver lamp 
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suspended by a long chain of the same 
fore the sanctuary. It is altogether one of the most 
pleasing of the modem Catholic churches which I 
hare seenT upon the Continent* When no congre^ 
gation is present, the echo is so great that even the 
sound of our lightest step was returned to the ear; 
but this inconyenienoe, necessarily arising from the 
form of the building, is, as we were informed, 
scarcely perceptible when the church is filled. The 
windows are of painted glass. The founder is, I 
believe. Prince Frederick (brother of the Grand 
Duke), who became a convart to the Catholic reli- 
gion about twenty years ago. The Grand Duke 
and the hereditary prince are Lutherans, so also are 
a great majority of the inhabitants ; the number of 
Catholics being about S,SOO. The young prince 
has been, not long since, married to a daughter of 
the King of Bavaria. 

I easily found admission to the public library, 
which contains about two hundred thousand 
vdiumes. I was very civilly shewn over it by the 
under librarian, Dr. Waether, who also was so 
good as to obtain for me access to' the picture*gal- 
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leiy^ where t found some excellent paintings bj the 
most cekbrated masters, mixed, however, with four 
or five hmidied works of iniierior merit. The gal- 
lerj and the library are connected witfi the <dd 
palace, in which the hereditary prince resides. Any 
person of respectability is permitted, by a card 
from the principal librarian (Dr. Feder), to take 
books to his residence; a privilege which has 
attracted to Darmstadt a considerable number of 
learned men from different parts of Germany. 
Those who have earned distinction are mudi 
noticed by the Grand Duke, who is always happy 
to see them at his court, and frequently invites 
them to his hospitable board. 

From the summit of the tower of the old palace, 
an extensive prospect may be had, including the 
Rhine, Spires, Manheim, Mayence, and many vil- 
lages. I was informed that Darmstadt is a most 
economical place to live in. Very handsome suites 
of apartments inay be had in the new to¥m for 
£tO a year. All other things are in proportion. 
The new palace in which the Grand Duke resides 
occupies one of the sides of the pnncipal square: 
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it is a neat buildiiig, vithout any pretaoion to 
'^lendour* Wbile I was obsenring it, he came 
-out in his carriage from the gate, accompanied by 
bis family, for tbdr aft^-dinner drive. He bad 
mudi the appearanoe of an English country gentle- 
man. 

Remounting our voiture, we proceeded on our 
journey by a capital road, and speedily arrived 
within view of the Melibocus mountain. Here 
begins the district called the Odenwald, or Forest 
of Odin. The road has received the name of thie 
Bergstrasse, or Mountain Road, from its old Bo- 
man appdlatiom. Strata Montana. It is perfectly 
level, and runs at the foot of a range of hills, which 
bound the valley of the Rhine on that side. The 
Hdiibocus, or Malehen, is the highest bill on the 
Odenwald chain. It is surmounted by a white 
tower, constructed towards the close of the last cen- 
tury, for the purpose of enabling those who might 
choose to ascend it to bdiold very extendve and 
^picturesque views of the country dl round, com- 
prehending, it is said, under a'favdurable state'of 
the atmosphere, one one side Spires^ Manhdm, 
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Wonns, Mayence, the course of the Rhine as fiur 
as Bingen, of the Neckar, andito junction with the 
Rhine, and even sometimes the tower of the 
Strasburg Cathedral, a distance of nearly one 
hundred English miles. The prospect- on the 
north advances as far as the mountains of Hesse 
(sixty miles), on the east over the hills of the Oden- 
wald to Wurtzburg, and on the west to the Vosges 
mountains in France. 

Our road conducted us through, or near, a great 
variety of handsome villages, many of them perched 
on the mountain declivities. It was the harvest 
time in all this country. We met numerous teams 
of oxen drawing waggons, heaped with sheaves of 
com, and driven by boys who were scarcely visible, 
as they sat almost buried amongst the top sheaves to 
protect themselves from the sun, which shone out 
once more in all its splendour. Boys and womoi 
also traversed the road with large burdens of green 
food for cattle on their heads ; and their heads and 
a great part of their figures not being perceptible 
beneath the bending verdure, it seemed as if the 
herbage had a ^ancy to betake itself upon a journey 
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of pleasure, reminding one of the march of ^ Bir* 
nam wood to Dunainane.^ On our right, far 
beyond the Rhine, lengthened ridges of mountains 
presented themselves but faintly, and fading as to 
their utmost distances into lines of azure streaks 
upon the horizon. 

While pursuing our way, we were overtaken by 
some members of the ducal family, proceeding on 
a visit to the archduchess, who resided in a chateau 
on the side of a lofty hill. The evening was breezy 
and beautiful. On our left we passed several 
orchards, vineyards, and large fields of poppies. 
The sickle (which we observed was usually much 
smaller than those used in England) was busy 
in many quarters; in others, the stacks had already 
disappeared, and groups of gleaners were engaged 
in gathering their small store, strewed amongst the 
stubbles. We rested a few minutes at the small vil- 
lage of Ombach, in order to enable our horses to 
obtain a slight repast upon black bread, which 
they appeared to relish much. The land about all 
this country, we were informed, is very dear, as 
it is much sought after on account of its wonder- 
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fill fertility^ and being also fitted for almost eveiy 
qpedes of tiOage. The hills were cultivated to the 
siunmits, and on their summitg, with Tines. In all 
the fields, and upon the hilli^ the majority of the 
Ubouren were women. We still traced here by 
their cocked hats the French settlers. The drivers 
of the teams of oxen, yoked by their heads only to 
the waggons, w^ universally boys. 

As we approached Heppenhdm, we had still 
light enoi^h to observe its picturesque situation^ 
at the fiaot of a rounded hill, crowned by the 
ruined towers of Starkenburg Castle, erected 
so long ago as the year 1064, by the abbots of 
Losch, as a defoioe against the inroads of the 
German emperors. There still r^ooains a square 
tower ID teknble pRservation, upon which feU 
the beams of a brilliant moon. The eveniag was 
heavenly; not a leaf was sdrring, nor a sound 
heard, save occasionally the lash of a postilion's 
whip, on his route with travellers; of the creak«r 
ing of the wheels of the welUheaped waggons^ 
and now and then the barks of village dogs and 
the tinkling of convent bells* We met frequently 
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grroups of men and women returning from the 
labours of the day^ with . thor sickles in their 
bands. The females had usually white handkeiv 
chiefs tied round their heads; all appeared very 
lu^py and gay^ and. as we passed by them they 
saluted us in the most reqiectfu} manner and with 
all the grace of the French peasantry. 

We put up at the "Half-Moon," by our 
tnend JugePs recommendation; but the dinner, 
tot which, by his advice, we had reserved our ap» 
petites, by no means fulfilled his prediction. The 
nascm no doubt was, that w;e did not arrive in time 
to CMxier a good provision. Our dispositioa to dine 
ivas too long "restrained ^ to permit us to wait for 
a full display of the cook''s skill ; so we were very 
ready to take whatever we could get. The nuld* 
Bess of the night and the silvery splendour of the 
moon templed us to walk out^ after c^ur repast, to 
some distance imtil our steps were arrested by 
voices which we heard from a field whons fimr or 
five peasants were eiq;aged singmg in concert some 
of their native ain^ Their performance was excel* 
lent ; they were stzetdiedat thar ease upon a great 
bank, undor a siMidy tree ; we remained near them^ 
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CDJojing this unexpected treat, which we prevailed 
upon them to prolong by the temptation of a bottle 
or two of wine of their own selection, which we 
directed them to obtain at our hotel. Before we 
returned, the aspect of the night became altered ; 
a haze rose upon the horizon, imparting a watery 
lustre to the moon, and the stars rapidly disap- 
peared. 

When we rose the following morning, we found 
that copious showers of rain had fallen during the 
night. It was still drizzling when we resumed our 
journey, passing by Laudenbach (where some of 
the best wine in this part of the country is grown) 
to Hemsbach, a most remarkable little village, 
snugly seated beneath a vine-clad hill. As we pro- 
ceeded, neatly-cultivated gardens bordered our road 
on either side, and far away on our right we still 
had fine views of the Vosges mountains. The 
day changed greatly for the better ; the sky cleared 
up, and the sun came out, as we approached Wein« 
heim, one of the most beautiful, as well as of the 
most ancient, towns on the Begstrasse. It is en- 
circled by a ditch and defended by several towers. 
Cherries are produced in great abundance, and of 
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very fine quality, in this neighbourhood* Many 
baskets of this fruit are annually exported to the 
London markets. The prospects on every side 
were all along peculiarly agreeable during our 
drive for the greater part of the day, being prin* 
cipally through villages embosomed in hills, the 
monotonous vineyards being frequently hidden be^ 
hind rows of fine old walnut trees and apple trees^ 
bending beneath the weight of their produce. 
These delicious scenes continued until we caught 
the first view of the Neckar and its charming 
banks. Within a few minutes after, we reached 
Heidelberg, and alighted at the HoUandische Hof 
(Holland Hotel), which is handsomely situated 
opposite the river. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



TheTiiuiofHcidtlberg* Gniiiibcrg's Broduue. His acoooBt of 
the f Great Monster/' John Casimir. His hospitable Speedi, 
His/ idea of a Ton. His Goblet. DimensioDS of Tan No. I. 
Biibeiiskms of Ton No. 2. Medals in hoaovr of it. Rqiairof 
this Tun. The existbg Ton. The << Head of aU Tons." De- 
scription of it. Gallery of Antiquities. Elizabeth's Gate. Its 
Origin. Preservation of tiie Rums. TieUtndes <^the Casfie. 
ICsfortmaes of Hie Toub. 

As we arrived early in the day, we posted off at 
once to explore the curiosities of this most ancient 
and interesting town. I procured in a shop, as we 
proceeded towards the castle, a little brochure, in 
English^ of some thirty pages, entitled, " The 
present existing great Tun of Heidelberg^ (which 
was one of the finest objects of our attention), 
" built in the year 1 751, by the Count Palatinate 
Elector, Charles Theodore," A few extracts from 
this production (published in 1889) can hardly fail 
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to amuse the reader, both for its Hple and 
matter. Besides the account of the great tun, and 
also of the tm) lesser tuns hj which the great tua 
was preceded, it contains also a notice of the hall 
of antiquities of the Heiddberg Gastle. It is the 
work of M. Charles de Graimberg, an artist of 
aoine merit, who appears to feel a peculiar delimit 
in illustrating the history of this venerable ruin^— > 
a history more replete with violent vidssitttdes 
than that, perhaps, of any otjier castle in Europe^ 
Thus writes M. de Graimberg :— * 

'*You ancient Heidelberg! are, indeed, de- 
servedly celebrated on account of your beautiful 
environs ! Deservedly on account of the univer- 
sity which, the most ancient of Germany^ began 
four centuries ago to diffuse a better spirit fttr 
the sciences over our tmivermd native country 
And last of all^ very deservedly cm account of 
those venerable ruins on the Jettenbiihl, once the 
residence of powerful princes^ who from hence for 
upwards of five hundred years extoited their mild 
scepter over the fertile countries on the banks of 
the Rhine, dnd laid the foundation of this castle, 
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the seat of their paternal care, that looks now warn^ 
ingly down upon the Grerman traveller, as a severe 
monument of the demolition caused by the spirit of 
war. But all this could not accomplish for you, 
good town! that great fame which that cheerful 
monument of the richesa in wine of the ancient 
Electoral Palatinate, namely, the Gkeat Tun, 
has obtained for you! You sparkle with that 
treasure, and from all parts of the world innu* 
merable travellers arrive, to see this monster, which 
can contain in its bulk two hundred thirty-six 
thousand bottles of wine ! 

** Ye strangers ! who wish to view this remark- 
able monument of past cheerfulness, ascend the 
Jettenbiihl, where the ruins of that castle of 
princes elevate themselves in proud majesty. On 
the. terrace of the castle you see, in the shadow of 
high palaces, a smaller still thatched building. 
Two open lion-mouths point it out, in the walls 
are square windows, where formerly were Gothic 
vaults piousty omapiented. From the foot of 
the terrace a small docxr leads into the interior. 
Here, among a few remnants of the. ancient 
court chapel, once famous for its richess, re- 
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poses the monster. To him his careful pre- 
server, the kind cooper of the court, shall conduct 
you. 

" In order that you, stranger, may now con- 
template this rare monument with a greater de- 
gree of pleasure, and that you may, perhaps, 
by looking at it, give way to some instructive 
thoughts, I will tell you the history of the origin 
of this tun, and its fate, as much as it is known 
to me. 

^^ Among the princes who once shone forth from 
here with the fame of a hero and a ruler, was also 
one-^ rare example of greatness, a pattern for 
rulers and generals. John Casimir was his name^ 
Count Palatine of the Rhine and Duke of Bavaria, 
son of the Count Palatine and Elector Frederick 
III. the Pious, descended from the Palatinate 
Simmem line oi the princes of Schyres ; a prince 
admired by all as a vigorous speaker and com- 
batant for the affairs of his friends, never for his 
own ; as a general of his church victorious ; by his 
arms and by his name he commanded the laws df 
peace before the gates of powerful enemies.** 
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After a further magniloiju^t panegyric upoa 
the hero of the tun, our author proceeds :-^ 

<^ In this manner he had, for six years, managed 
the electorate of the Paktinate, and had obtained 
the fourty-sevoith year (1589) of his- glorious life, 
when one day» a. circle of his friends being assem- 
bled around him, be looked down from the height 
of this castle upon the extentive an(^ under his 
scepter, happy valley of the Bhine. He long and 
silently contemplated the gay and verdant plain, 
surrounded by beautiful mountains, and in his 
mind passed the past days in serene shiqpea. He 
then, spoke: ^My friends! Magnificent are the 
lidLds blessed^ by God with the richest and most 
ddicious gifts. But, above all, they are covered 
wfth low tendrils, the modest aymbds of a quiet 
gzttitness, which distribute their ddicious juice, 
the i^&esber of life. Oft have I^ at the foot of 
^yonder mountains, pieaented you (the hdipitable 
goblet^) with oonaoling watdB. You &lt your- 

* ''Tidaho8p]tdfeg*bM,iiaiiiedUwwdf»]iieorlie^ 
i|as a,wbite and Uue donded cap, and is atiil. preaenred in the 
town-hoi^ of Neustadt, wifh a mug, its inseparable coinpagnon* 
The glass is I| foot highi uid is near six inches in diameter at Uie 
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'fldves strengthened mth new vigour and ani- 
mated with oouiage to fulfill your duties^ You 
.-foi^got past injuries while yon enjoyed the benefits 
of the present. Now that our most important 
duties are fulfilled, that the welfisure of our country 
is estaUisbed, and our electoral ward is prepared 
ibr a wisp government, let us not forget our plea- 
sures, and GKct a worthy monument to the giver 
of all the enjoyinents of lif&^ '^ 

A minute description of the execution of the 

« 

.work, by ^^ the skilful and experienced cooper 
Michael Warner, from the freetown of Landau,*^ is 
then given; it occupied him two years. It con- 
top ; at aU eyents, a sufficient size to gain esteem with the drink- 
en, partieQlBrly nAien, at tiie feasts, its tam came and was draok 
out at one dran^ght Tbo mug la gnj, but uoie inrJining to yd* 
loW| from the same material as onr stone beer-mngs, and was one 
'Ibot high. The front [ade is ornamented wiA a silter shidd of 
.knmMp wiuch is ftstned, hf wnam of two sAfir chains, ca a gold 
zing, which incuedes Hie neck of the mug. Upon the shield is 
seen the arms of the oonnts palatme, with this writing : — ' Hie 
sioble Coimt Matine Castnur has selected me to wdeome and to 
be well drank out wi& beny-wine, when the new town-bouse is 
oopsecrated. 1575/ "* 

* " Aooonat of Jphn Adam L^tr, fonntrly coontdlor and bnrgomMter of 
<bft towa of Kemtadl, at ite foot of '^•^'^ »-*^ •* 
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tained (this be it observed was the fint tun) ISS 
tuns 3 awmes and 8 quarters ; it was 87 feet long, 
and was formed of 118 staves, and enclosed with 84 
iron hoops. The workmah for his wages received 
1500 florins, and the locksmith for iron and hoops, 
1400 florins. This tun was, however, unfortunately 
destroyed during the thirty years* war, and re- 
' mained in a state of ruin, until it was repaired by 
the Count Palatine, Charles Lewis. 

" Some fourty years the great tun remained in 
' ruins, not esteemed and almost forgotten by every 
body, until the Count Palatinate Charles Lewis, 
elector, accomplished his most important duties and 
"^again healed the wounds of his unhappy countrv, 
which the destructive thirty years war had cnused. 
Then he thought to renew the work of his grand 
ancestor, as a monument of returned merriment. 
Upon his command it was rebuilt in the year 1664,' 
by the electoral court butler, John Meyer, and en- 
larged to a height of twenty-one feet and a length 
of thirty feet, made to contain 804 tons, 8 awmes 
and 4 quarters. It was, like the first, surrounded 
with 24 iron hoops, but richer and adorned around 
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with many colour painted images. The chief 
figures were, on the top of the front side, a gteat 
Bacchus holding a goblet in his right hand, and 
between his legs a tame lion without a tongue ; 
upon the ledge of the front side four Satyres play- 
ing on wind instruments. At the top of the tun 
was established a smooth floor called a balcony, 
▼ery convenient for several couples to dance. A 
winding staircase of fifty steps lead to it, at each 
extremity of the tun sixty-four rhymes were en- 
graved in eight stanzas, which contained its history 
and the praise of the wine. The name of the poet 
was Joseph Tannenberg ; the sculptor Beinhard de 
Werth, and the painter Rikger Franz. Indeed, 
even the workmen are not forgotten ; they were the 
court-joiner, Christoph Wacher; the court carpen- 
ter, Hans Kleb^ the town locksmith, Eberhard 
Liebler.'' 

Innumerable medals of various sizes and forms 
with suitable inscriptions, were stuck in honour of 
the second as well as of the first great tun* M. de 
Graimberg enters with all the enthusiasm of an 
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wttiatj devoted to eretj object oomiected with the 
cuddi into a deacripdon of masy oi these produer 
tioDS» To us» in these days of t^nperaace, it does 
eeem CKtiamrdtaary that a wine Tat, of wbatevear 
dimenaioos it mi^^t have heen, should have excited 
so much attention throughout aU Grennany, as to 
cause its most ingenious ef^ravers to occupy their 
skill upon such memorials. Wdl might one eay-— 
*^ Tempora mutantur et nos mutanmr in illis.*** We 
now aiziye at the creation of the great monstar. 

^ Fourty years this great tun (tun 11) remained 
cn)^pty» was spoiled and became full of holes, tiU at 
last Count Palatine Charles Philip Elector, restoced 
palaces of the eaatle, and took again possesmon of 
his throne in the midst of the palatines. Then the 
modem monstrous tun in the subterranean chamber 
was tfaoaght of. The Elector commanded it to be 
restored and, if possible, to be still handisomer and 
more richly adorned with new ornaments than 
eillier of its predecessors. The work began under 
the inspection of the court butler of that &at, 
John Antral Englcr,. in the year 1788, and die 
tun was filled on the 1st of May, the namedqr 
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cjf the Elector, with wine of the country. It was 
adorned with many new statues, heads, and orna- 
ments, and a new balcony was erected upon it, and 
another second sta^ht staircase, as there is now, 
was built. Two upri^t standing lions appear to 
hold the front side of the tun with their claws, each 
daw leposmg on a beautiful little tun. Every time 
eight new stanzas and many other new rimes were 
placed here and there upon the front sklc as well as 
on the back part. On the right side of the tun 
was placed the statue of Perkeo, which is to be 
seen even now opposite the tun ; and it represents 
perfectly wdl this old friend of wine and wit, in 
features, shape, and dress. Clemens Perkeo, gene- 
rally called Clementel, and famous under the name 
0f CavaHere Clemente, as the excellent court jester 
of the Connt Palatine Elector Charles Philip, was 
bom in Tyrol and of citizen rank, a dwarf in 
dbape, and his first profession was a button-maker. 
Charles Philip, who, as an imperial governor and 
nper director of war of Austria, kept his court in 
InqfHiicki in Tyrol, before he ascended the throne 
of the Palatinate, first brought from there this witty 
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joker to Nuburg, on the Danube, and then to 
Heidelberg, where he in the year 1718, on the 4th 
day of March, had his entrance. Perkeo became, 
at the first sight, the friend of this giant-like tun, 
which seemed to be melancholy for being impri- 
soned, and he remained his truest adherent and his 
most ardent defender, when the Elector afterwards, 
in the year 1720, left Heidelberg and removed his 
court to Mannheim. It was Perkeo who managed 
its delivrance and restoration, and obtained it at 
last in the year 1727. Therefore Charles Philip 
nominated him knight and chamberlain of the king 
of the tuns. But the rescued king too was not un- 
grateful towards his servant and old friend; he 
allowed him to enjoy the gifts of his empire ^hea 
and as often as he wished. But the moderate knight 
was pleased only to quench his thirst ; and this 
cost, as he said to himself, to his grateful master, 
not more than eighteen to twenty bottles daily. In 
M. de 6raimberg'*s gallery of antiquities of the 
castle of Heidelberg, is to be seen a handsome like- 
ness of the knight Clemente, taken in oil in the 
year 1740, by the electoral palatine court painter. 
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A. Sadeler. He is represented in his dress and 
wears besides other merry badges of the order the 
key of the hall of the tun, fastened with a long red 
ribbon, which is hanging down from the left 
shoulder almost to his feet. The artist has repre- 
sented him in the moment when he throws down in 
anger and in pride the marks of his former profes* 
sion and destroys them, which somebody had put 
in his way to tease him. This pretty picture will 
be soon given out by M. de Graimberg, in fine en- 
graved sketches, to the friends of art and of the 
antiquities of the castle of Heidelberg.^ 

This repaired tun has also been made the subject 
of many medals and paintings, of which critical 
accounts are given by our author. Time, however, 
did not spare the renovated vessel. It was fast 
falling to decay, its old ornaments went out of 
£ishion, and ** the fame of the tun was in danger.'^ 

<< It was then that the generous Count Palatine, 
the Elector Charles Theodor, took notice of the 
sinking monument of John Casimir, and caused 
an entirely new one to be built, in the year 1751, 
of the hardest wood, by his court butler, John 
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James Engkr, junr. No expenses were spared ta 
raise this work above works of the same descriptioft 
in dignity and strength ; «id it is said that the 
expenses were 80,000 florins, but to hide from the 
Elector these great expenses, only 60^000 florins 
are spoken of in the official pap»s» Thus we see 
it to-day the head of all tuns of die world, the 
most glorious altar of Bacdius. It excels all its 
predecessors in size, 236 tons (nr 836,000 great 
bottles are required to fill up the racancy of its 
monstrous bulk, which many a peaceful autumn 
was filled with the country wine of the Palatinate, 
amid the rejcncings of the cheerful people. The 
whole length of the tun is thirty feet and fi^e 
inches of Heidelberg measure* On the front-side 
as well as on the hind part, it has, the thickness 
of the hoops not being considered, twenty-one feet 
six inches in diameter, and the middle diameter of 
the bulk is more than twenty-three feet in measure. 
Its staves are eight inches and a half thick ; its cir- 
cular bung-hole is three inches and a half large. 
The tun is enclosed in aghteen wooden hoops, of 
whidi each is eight inches thick and ten inches 
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Imiad, made of bent jagged iran hoops and screws 
united between pieces of beams. Each of the ex- 
terior hoops is eighteen inches wide. Of so many 
iron hoops there are onl j some renudningv eadi of 
which is four inches wide, and provided with strong 
spanscrews* Upon the firant-side, as wdl as on 
the back pert, the bottom curves m^ on account of 
the pressure of the liquid, and is held together by 
lour very strong cross-beams, the ends of which 
are fastened by iron hoops and screws to the bot- 
tom and to staves. The tun is placed upon eight 
elegant carved strong beams, raised some feet from 
the ground. Before as wdl as behind the height 
of the whole work amounts, reckomng from the 
floor of the cellar, to thirty-six feet, 4i an 
inch; and above on the feont-side is attached a 
great scutcheon ornamented with the dectoral 
hat, upon a light blue field the golden initials of 
the Count Palatine Elector Charles Theodor. In 
the cellar are stiB preserved the compass and'the 
plane, which were used in building the ton. The 
ctxnpass is dght feet six inches kmg, and upon it 
is engraved the following rfaimess ^Theeompasrof 
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sense shall measure through me the interior, there- 
fore no one touch me who does not understand my 
substance ; Mr. Engler^s art and hand produced 
skilfully through me, a new wonderful tun to great 
Theodor, 1750.^ The great plane has a length of 
qeyen feet, a width of ten inches, and a thickness 
of four inches and a half. Upon it is the name of 
the workman, John James Engler, 1760. Several 
staircases lead to this giant tun, and upon it is a 
floor called balcony, twentynnx feet seven inches 
high, and raised above the cellar floor, and ofiers 
to a numerous party sufficient room to many 
amusements, and it is surrounded by a rail, three 
feet and six inches high, llie tun can be filled 
by an opening at the top. Before this immense, 
tun, another of common size is placed, whidi is 
remarkable only on account of its skilful combi* 
nation. For its staves are joined together in the 
most exacts solid, and perfect manner, without 
hoops or other visible fastenings.*^ 

Through the very laudable attentions of M. 
de Graimberg to the castle of Heidelberg, which 
he assures us he has *^ made his own,^ and under 
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the auspices of the reding Grand Duke of Baden, 
a gallery of the antiquities, found within the pre^ 
cincts of the castle,, has been lately established in 
the house upon the entrance to the great l)ridge, 
exactly opposite to the square tower.' It may be seen 
upon application to the pdrteress, or rather to her 
daughter, Jacobiner W]nclair,a favourable specimen 
pf German fat and good humour, who acknow^ 
ledges to the age of twenty-two years, though one 
would be inclin^ to rate it a litik nearer to thirty* 
She speaks enough of English to make herself un-- 
derstood. The antiquities are preserved in three 
distinct chambers, and several of them are really^ 
very curious and interesting. There are some ex«* 
cellent modem engravings, which represent the beau- 
tiful arabesques of the castle. *^Na S9 is a view 
of the gateway, called Elizabeth's Gate, the small 
remains of the beautiful days of the Palatine court* 
garden, still rich in recollection for the traveller 
from Britannia's Isle> as being connected in one 
instance with the annals of his country.^* 

• * '^Tlus gafe took ite nsme from the Prinonf Rojal Eliiabeth,. 
davi^ter of James I.» King of England^ and consort of the Coent 
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. In that part of the castle called B«iprecht*8 
U"Ming another galleryis in proceBS of farmatioDy 
which is intended to embrace a vazie^ of remark* 
able objects collected from all parts of the worid 
It is due to the reigning piince to obaerve that 
every thing he has done Cdt the preservation of these 
nugei^ ruins finom further decsy has been exe- 
cuted in the best taste. He has changed nothing. 
He has sought only to keep up what he found still 
standing.. Somebody suggested^ for instance^ that 
for the old pavement in die court yard agrass-ptot 
dcKNild be subetitntedy that gravdled walks kadii^ 
i» the different entnoKes of the min flhould be 
made^ diaded widi acacias and odicrtrcen^ and that 



MflSae £]flcte Fnteiek y,t who Uma te leada^ vd wit& a 
rue oonstaiicj. Elisabeth's Gate, maj tsnlj be caDed a wonder of 
loTe, if one may believe a tradition, whicb Tannta its building as 
being tile wic of one aiglKt* ReoifiBkf it li said, imfaBd obos 
(it was in tbe year 1615) to ntake a plepiina SBrpnae to bis be^ 
lo¥ed wife, and on the eve of the nig^t which he adeeted ibr the 
eveebott of this niooimieuk, he foimd s pietezt to remove ber front 
the electoral eout : whefttiw^priao«sMtenudthfta|BBitaHMaaBf» 
the found, to her great astonishment and delight, the triumphal 
asdi wjiidk s f s u ed ttwmf tor her petet aklteottvaiiiof tte 
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the prindpid coart-jsad diould be Crested ci iti 
plants and wild shrtibs, and paved anew. Tbe 
Grand Dake haa given no enconiagenieiit to anj 
fluch changes, justly £Beling that the mined castk 
of Heidelberg shoidd have no kind of eourt-yard 
that was not in keeping with its ruined condition. 

The wonder is that so great a part of the old 
castle should still remain, considering the many 
hostile attacks which have been directed from time 
to time against it, as well as the town it was de- 
signed to protect. Most favourably situated on the 
left bank of the Neckar, it was formerly ^a highly 
prosperous emporium for merchandize of every 
kind, and for the vine produce of the country all 
round. Its position, however, and its great 
bulwark, rendered it so important in. a military 
point of view, that it never failed to be an object of 
violent contention between opposing armies. It 
was five times bombarded, twice burnt to t^e 
ground, and thrice delivered 4ip to pillage. From 
these devastations Heidelberg has never recovered. 
Its buildings, as they now stand, are wholly 
without interest, one alone excepted, which has 
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been converted into the hotel called the Zum 
Bitter, from the figure of the knight at the top. 
Its fa9ade, highly ornamented with statues and 
eoata of arms^ may afford some idea of the splen-* 
dour of Heidelberg before it was made the victim 
of successive wars. It stands in the market* 
place. 
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Tariouf Attacks upon the Cattle of Heidelberg. Pftitpects aeea 
from it. Its charming Terrace. The University. Concert of 
Trumpets. Excursion to Manheim. The Palace. TheNeckan 
Its Steam J^avigation. Journey on its Banks. Its Scenery. 
Imposing Appearance of the Neckar. Floating Bridge. Its 
Machinery. Romantic Scenes. A Cake-maker. A Robber 
Fortress. Tokens of general Prosperity. Artificial Banks of 
River. 

■ 

• The walls of the castle of Heidelberg were 
wonderfully massive ; but, strong as they were, 
they fell under the power of the artillery levelled 
at various times against them, and are either 
prostrated or tumbUng in almost all directions. 
lYithout the assistance of an experienced guide, it 
would be difficult, from any written account of 
these ruins, to discover the quarter battered by 
Turenne as distinguishable from the general devas- 
tation caused by the French, under ChamiUy, in 
the yenr 1698. This was the « worst destruction " 



182 THE CASTLE OW HEIDELBERG. 

as well as the most wanton of all ; for Chamilly 
had obtained possession of the castle through the 
treason or cowardice of the governor and garrison^ 
after many of the townVpeople had fled thither 
for protection. Not only were the armed and 
unarmed put iodiscriniinately to the sword, but 
all the strong parts of the castle were blown up, 
Whaterer was wanted to complete the work of 
ruin, both in the castle and the town, was supplied 
by the French revolutionary forces in 1798, when 
the old and valuable monuments in the churches 
were aD mutilated or abolished 

After all, independently of the interest belong- 
ing to the ivy^cUd remains of the castle^ its moats, 
and court-yards, and broken turrets, the great 
charm of the prospects which may b^ seen from its 
terrace ccmstitutes an attraction all its own — on^ 
that can nerer perish. The Neckar, with its vine^- 
opvered banks^-glimpses of the Bhme in the dis* 
tance shining out here and there when exposed to 
the full light of the sun— innumerable spires of 
churches, revealing the existence of towns and 
villages, where the latter cannot be seen, fnd the 
blue Vosges mountains forming the distant outline 
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cf tbepictute^ pveaeait a nuemdbeaidifiil oomlBii^ 
tksu Wbfle we renuuned in Heiddbefjf , I ]»ptdfed 
to that terrace as often as I could, and I though 
that eveiy time I Tinted it; and gazed, while walk* 
ing or resting^ upon the divenitj of objects it 
disclosed to tiie ejre, I found somethipg new to 
heighten my adnuFation» 

The crowdac^ students seen in the iitreets in tibe 
erring indicate the presdit pi^oflpeious conditioii 
cf the universit y ; and notwithstanding the onlers 
issued by the late King of Prussia against any of 
his subjects studying here^ I was informed that 
many of the pupils were of that countiy. The 
medical and law sdiools are the best attended, 
although there are heve h%;hly cdefarated professors 
in every department ci instruction* The libnuy 
U said to contain 190,000 printed ydlimies, and 
a considerable nundbar of manuscriptfli They 
include a great portion of the very valuable Pala- 
tine library, relating principally to the history of 
Grermany. It is a trait of the liberal fieeling which 
has for some time prevailed v^ Heidelberg with 
reference toreli^onr^a feding veiy diflerent inde^ 
from those days gone fay, I trust for ever— Ibat the 
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'Catholics and Lutherans worship under the saro^ 
'roof, their respective portions of the church being 
divided by a walL 

^ We had an opportunity of hearing in one of the 
.public rooms here a concert of trumpets. The effect 
of the performance was peculiarly animating. The 
orchestra was composed of nearly twenty instni* 
inents ; the harmony between them was perfect, and 
:the lyrical air or the scdemn march was played with 
equal facility and success. I never before witnessed 
a musical exhibition so little liable to tameness or 
monotony. It touched the soul to its inmo^ 
powers of susceptibility, and realized all that we 
read of the powers of Timotheus. It was worthy 
of a much more numerous audience than hapjened 
to be present upon this occasion. 

We took an excur^on, by the newly finished 
railway from Heidelberg to Manheim. The latter 
is an old name attached to « new town, built with 
a Philadelphian degree of uniformity, the old town 
having been so utterly destroyed by the ravages of 
war, that scarcely one stone of it remained upon 
another, with the exception of the palace, which 
is now occupied by Stephanie, Grand Duchess 
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lX>wager of Baden. The gardens attached to the 
palace are veil laid out, and kept in excellent 
order. They terminate towards the Rhine in an 
derated terrace, which forms a delightful prome* 
nade by the side of the river. The Messrs. Artaria 
liaTe in the principal street an extensive bookselling 
establishment, which I had time oidy slightly to 
look over. 

Finding the town scarcely worth the trouble we 
took in visiting it, we resumed our places in th<& 
-next returning train to Heidelberg, and engaged a 
voiture for the following day to Wurtzburg. The 
railway time from Heidelberg to Manheim is half 
an hour. 

We were infinrmed that preparations were in pro- 
gress for the navigation of the Neckar by steam, a 
project which has been since carried into effect, if I 
am to trust to a magniloquent advertisement I 
found in Galignani, of which, for the captivation 
.of the reader, I here subjoin a copy :— 
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VALLEY OF THE NECKAR. 



faUi JBtp the Bhiae, mn MnimMin , htf i«ay in tiMK ktter difB 
been opened to the tourist and tnreUer hj meaai of tbe pnw 
of 

STBAM XAYlGATIOiC, 

hidierto been inaccewible from the rode and imfiwiihnfl 
state of the roods along the copne of the river leadmg to iL 

Hie Toyage from Hddelberg, so celebrated fhrongfaoot the 
iv«rid for tbe ffaadov of ilB xundlcHdi^to Haaknmn, «ilM^ 
nerer-oeasing Tarietj of m^gmfioent T fom h ere diar1n«ng tfie Bt» 
mains of andent towns renowned in lustoiy, or celebrated for 
lOHwntia tdes «f bdd and mnrfial koifjUlM or lotfly damseb, 
mistroMesof Ami rntf n in thr midiTln ^yi thrm naaHwrtilfflr 
fommer retreats of wealthj U>rds, sorrouided by beantifbl email 
towns, smiling and happy in socoessfid industry, pictansqne 

of the river, from which arise the rocks inssvi^ge gnDdenr, moat^ 
dad with dark and dense fbrests that dose tibe valley in, nntil, on 
approadnng HeSbroBn, fliey grainaDy rctlie, leaving the valley to 
expand itsdf into verdant naadows, wide-flpieadii^f lidda* wanqg 
with golden crops of com, and ilooriahing vineyaidsp forming 
togdhcra vo lup t u ous landscape, whidi c untin u ea till HetDbronn is 
readied. Hera again the toawfti* mtben lyon the mato read, wUh 
branches leading in every direction. 
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My nanatiTe nnist* I fiear, be much tamer than 
this growing deseriptioiu We mounted our ^tui« 
soon after seven o^clock a-m., under the light of. a 
fine momiiig (80th July). Our ooune lay by the 
left bank of the Neckar, which was here Teiy 
shallow. A raft of at least a hundred yards in 
length was floating down the liver. On our right 
were high wdl-wooded hills, throu^ whidi started 
up here and there rude masses of gigantic naked 
rocks. Beyond the hank on the opposite side, 
smiling Tillages, with the fiesh smoke curling up 
from tlieir cottages, and a graceful sweep of rismg 
ground occupied with vines, came in view. Fisher- 
men were aranging thdr nets, and hoisting thdr 
single small sails foor tbar daily expedition. The 
river became considerably deeper as we advanced, 
and bore uponit a number of craft, engaged in the 
same kind of occupation. 

The Neckar assumed a greater degree of imr 
portanoe as we proceeded. Its depth and the 
rapidity of the current were more imposing. Near 
its right bank appeared strata of red sand-ston^ 
overiiung by a wood. From the many excavations 
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made in these strata, it would appear that the stone 
is much in requisition for building. Our carriage 
drove close by a field of lucerne in fine order. It 
was edged by a bank of fragrant wild flowers of a 
thousand colours. The road here ascended so con- 
siderably> that we only now and then caught 
glances of the river far beneath us. On our right 
were mountains crowned with forests, which shut 
out from our view the sky beyond them ;->— a &» 
vourable spot for the construction of boats, which 
appeared to be the principal ocQupation of the in*- 
habitants of a town on the top of a hill, with a 
terrible long name, not possible for me to decypher 
in my notes. A little above this place, we crossed 
the river on a floating bridge, leaving behind us 
the little village Neckurozimer, and landing at 
another, denominated Neckurstinogh ! 

The machinery for moving the floating bridge is 
of a simple, and for a river so liable as this to be 
swolkn in the winter above its banks, of a very 
safe description. A boat is anchored at some dis- 
tance above the bridge, with which it is connected 
l)y a chain of other boats. When the bridge is let 
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loose on one bank, the force of the current acting 
on the chain of boats gives to the bridge an impetus 
which swings it to the opposite side, describing a 
semicircle of which the anchored boat is the centre. 
Men with grappling hooks are in attendance to 
draw the bridge with its burden to the land, when 
the horses, which had been separated from the 
carriage, are put to, and resume their journey. 

Our course was now through a by-road^ amongst 
com fields and ploughed lands. Apple trees and 
plnm trees were bending over our heads with 
die weight of their produce. The Neckar, upon 
whose right bank we were now proceeding, disap- 
peared from our view, and we could only mark the 
direction of its channel, by the sails moving along 
through the fields. Beyond it were numerous 
quarries of red sand-stone, the deep colour of which 
contrasted with the verdure of the woods impoiding 
over them. The French cocked hat re^ippeared 
here, and the peasantry lead their oxen, whether 
attached singly, or in teams to waggons, by walk- 
ing right before them. 

We had again the pleasure of beholding the full 
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body of the river,, and also of finding onrsdv^i 
upon an excellent road, which conducted us to 
NeckaFOBtinogh, if I rightly spell the namer Here 
begins that series of ancient cburehesy ccmvents, and 
ruined finrtifications, the intcafesting features of 
which are so highly eulogized in the a d vert isem ent 
^-i-«nd I must add, not altogether without reason, 
for they do form many picturesque combtmitions* 
The countiy about here is, it must be admitted, 
wdl worth visiting by all lovers of romantie 
soeneiy. I fear diey will not think the names of 
the villages here very fit fi>r poetry : tiufee of them 
rejoice in the appeHaticn of Hennan Torf, Hirseb^ 
horn, and Neckarstdnach* At the latter place 
there is a remarkably pretty inn, in the kitchen of 
which we fiMmd a plump, neady-dressed^ merry 
brunette mtidng sweet cakes. We wished thi^ 
pur ammgements had permitted us to tarry hen^ 
until the said cakes ^uld emerge from the oven 
already waiting to give them a ^ warn reeeptionJ* 
In lieu th^eof, we were obliged to oohtent oar* 
selves with some excellent bread and butter, and si 
fissk of wine with some unpronounceable name. 
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ividcb^ hcywever, hi body and bouquet, was above 
all exeepdoD* 

The GAsfles near Neckarstemadi are said to hare 
been erected by one of the robber kngfats, who 
claimed dominioD, or rather exercised the power ci 
plundering^ orer all die adjacent ooontrT; They 
eomrted originally oC four buildh^s, one of wMch 
waa a square dcmjon ; tbe others are in the usud 
fmoBf and one seems to haye suffered so litde from 
m^enee or time, that it appearsto be still babitabte. 
The fiiiirth is at some distance fraki the others, 
mid <tf so great an elevatbn that it has received the 
name of the swallow'^s neat It is a pleasa^ 
circumstance to notice &at the Cathdic and Lu^ 
theran services are performed alternately in the 
village church. 

We noticed many new houses in progress of 
erection here ; the walls of stone are first raised 
without any cement, and then they are thickly 
plastered over. The village, which already ap- 
proaches the magnitude of a town, is nearly sur« 
mounted by hills, and as our road led through 
them we had constantly to exclaim, *^ How beau- 
tiful !^ We wound along the pleasant banks of 
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the Neckar, which was close beside us ; upon the 
banks were piles of firewood ready to be embarked 
n boats, and near them were heaps of a kind of 
turf, composed of saw-dust and cow-dung, used 
for kindling the fires. 

A few showers of light rain had the effect, after 
they passed away, of bringing out a delicious 
balmy freshness on the air. There was a slight 
ripple on the river, which passed on, gently mur- 
muring in its course, bemg here pressed in between 
artificial banks, with a view to deepen the stream 
for the purposes of navigation. The whole ride 
through this country, presenting a succession of 
woodland scenery, was enchanting. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

False Pearls. A May-pole. Primitive Peasantry. Wood-catters' 
Beerfelden. " Be^ne dull Care." Enjoyments of TfaveUers. 
Dinner. Shepherd Boys. Castle of Erbach. Its Gallery of 
Armour. Valuable Suits of Mail. The Dwarf Thomele. 
Served up in a Pie. Painted Windows. The Museum. The 
Countess de Salis. Journey to Wurtzburg. Bavarian Piety. 
Wild Forests. White Soup. Arrack Punch. Wurtsburg. 
Table d'Hdte. Stein Wine. Vespers. Procession. The 
Blessed Sacrament. Homage paid to it. Mr. Robertson, 
Translator of Schlegel. Visit to his Sister. 

We observed preparations going on here for the 
construction of a railway from Heidelberg to Eber- 
bach, a town of 8,000 inhabitants. The scales of a 
fish called the Bleak are collected here for the ma- 
nufacture of false pearls. Our road was ornamented 
with lines of mountain ash, their clusters of red 
berries being in full bloom. Charming villages, 
numerous brooks ringing gaily on their way, and 
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crossed here and there by flag stones, over-shot 
mills, green pasturages, and declivities yielding an 
abundance of the white dog daisy, appearing like 
patches of snow, diverted us from observing that 
we had- already lost sight of the Neckar. 

Our route then led us by the side of dense 
forests, whose loftiest trees seemed to us almost to 
touch the skies. Passing at some distance from 
Heilbrbnn, we found ourselves in what must be a 
capital fishing country, if oae may so condude 
from the number of full brooks meandering through 
the fields in all directions, some of them dammed in 
by ancient stone sluices. In one of the villages a 
May-pole, hung with wreaths of ribands and flowers 
in the good old style, had been recently placed be- 
fore a very neat cottage— the tribute, I presume, of 
their neighbours to a newly married pair. Long 
strips of linen, spread on the grass to be bleached, 
indicated one of the usual occupaticms of the pea- 
santry of this country. We noticed here, for the 
first time during our journey, great numbers of bee- 
hives. Several fields of very fine wheat occasii^ally 
bordered our way, their sur&ces swqpt by the 
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breezes from the adjacent mountaiiia. Potatoes 
seeme4 also to be much cultivated here ; we no 
longer observed any ruins of castles. The peasan- 
try appeared to be a primitive agricultural people^ 
secluded within a district of their own, and, from 
their gazing at us and our carriage, evidei^ly little 
accustomed to the visits of strangers. 

From this we passed into pine forests, by a capi- 
tal ro^ f wood-cutters were at work in several direc- 
tions, and members of their families were seated, 
gipsy-like, at the edge of the forest, near fires, 
where they were cooking their meals. Ascending 
gradually, we sodn attained to the summit of a 
table land, partly barren, partly covered with thin, 
light crops of com* Hence we descended to. the 
village of Beerfeildfin, where our carriage, upon 
stopping at the inn, was surrounded by troops of 
boys just let loose from schooL They appeared 
n^ver to have seen such a spectacle be&re. We 
were shewn into an old-fashioned chamber, where 
we found a smart rifle, a fowling-piec% and game 
bag g a weather-glass, a small minor, and several 
daubs of oofeured prints decorated the walU«^ 
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Among the prints were some representing the battle 
of Navarino; they were rather in the Chinese style, 
sails flying in the air all on fire. A piano was also 
here, to which, after we had ordered our dinner, we 
sat down, and performed and sung with great ef- 
feet, " Begone, dull Care T* Never did two tra- 
vellers enjoy themselves more than we had done, 
ever since we had set out from Heidelberg. Al- 
though the course of our journey offered no-object 
of very striking interest, still there were many pe- 
culiarities of river, brook, rural woodknd, hill, 
valley, mill, solitude, forest and mountain scenery, 
which, harmonizing with the primitive aspect of the 
hamlets and their unsophisticated inhabitants, eon- 
spired to dispose the mind to that state of- reverie 
that makes one forget all the turmoils of the world 
beyond. And so we encored ^^ Begone,dull Care !*' 
and applauded ourselves even to the echo ! 

Our repast being spread upon an old oak table 
by a healthy lump of a waiting-girl, we turned to 
it with no merciful appetite. We had fresh eggs, 
excellent bread and butter, soup, veal and ham, 
floury potatoes, and beet root. We tried the 
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wine, but it was not good, and we substituted 
for it rum-and-water. The diarge for thie whole 
was very moderate. Re-asoending our vehicle, 
we. soon left Be«felden behind us, passing by a 
road lined with the mountain ash. Rows of sap- 
lings were planted in some places, and tended with 
as much care as if they were in a nursery garden. 
The country now presented more of a pasturage 
than tillage character. Shepherd-boys, with their 
crooks and dogs, followed by their flocks, were 
seen frequently emerging from the woods. The 
afternoon was delightful, and some time before the 
sun went down we entered Erbach. 

We proceeded at once to visit the castle of the 
Counts of Erbach. The structure of the building, 
which is modem, having been erected on the site 
of the ancient baronial residence, presents no ex- 
ternal feature worth notice; but it contains a 
magnificent rittersaal, or knightly hall, in which 
there is a collection of suits of armour, shields, 
swords, fire-arms, antiquities, painted glass, old 
vestments ornamented with figures worked in high 
relief, and other objects well worthy of inspection. 
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Several oi the suits of armour are arranged on 
figures, some c^ which are on horseback, some 
elevated on pedestals, so as to set them off to the 
greatest possible advantage. There are two or 
three figures on horseback, representing comuted 
knights, the horns springing from the tops of die 
visors^ 

Suits which are authenticated as having been 
worn by Gustavus Adolphus, bj the celebrated 
Wallenstein, by Albrecht V., Franz of Stekingen,. 
and his friend Gotz of Berlichingen, of the iron 
hand, Cosmus IL, PhiKp the Good of Burgundy, 
the emperor Frederick III., Maximilian I. of 
Austria, and other wdl4niown historical cfaarac- 
tei^, are here to be found in excellent condition. 
Nor should the suit which was worn by Thomde, 
the dwarf of the Archduke Ferdinand of Austria^ 
be fwgotten. It is placed on a figure of the same 
size as the dwarf, wbidi is devated on a pedestal, 
holding a sword in the left hand. It is said that 
tiie Httfe creature was more than once served up 
to a large company in a dish covered with a pie-^ 
crusts The crust bemg remeyved, there he was^ 
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much to the astonishment of the guests, seated at 
a tabk of his own, well replenished with all sorts 
of good things. Some few years since, a gentle* 
man, who took a great fancy to Thomele, pre- 
sented him with a drinking^up, which is almost 
as large as himself. 

The painted windows of the chapel of this hall 
areVell executed. In that called Eginhard's cha- 
pel, the window represents the crucifixion, with 
the ** bdoved disciple^ and the Virgin Mother in 
the lower compartments. In the Bergrabuiss 
chapel the windows are remarkably beautiful. 
Eginhard, one of the ancestors of the Erbach 
£unily, was son-in-hiw and secretary of Charle- 
magncT. His coffin, as well as that of his beloved 
wife Emma, are in the chapel called after him. 
Besides the hall of the knights, there is a museum 
in the castle, which we saw the fcAowing morning. 
It contains several antiquities from Pompeii and 
Borne, amongst which are some curious mosaics, 
representing men in the act of swimming, and 
busts of SyUa, Sertorius, Alexander the Great, 
Germanicus, Ttejan, and Agrippina. In another 
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chamber we were shewn two or three Egyptian 
mummies, a small collection of objects of natural 
history, and some old swords. At the time of 
our visit the Countess de Salis was at the castle, 
upon a visit to the mother of Count Erbach, who 
has a handsome villa at a short distance from the 
town. The Gasthaus we found a very good one, 
and the charges wete moderate. 

We proceeded on our journey towards Wurtz- 
burg, by a road which led through a dense forest 
of dark pine, beech, and oak, to Amerbach, to 
which we ascended by a road cut in the declivities 
of a steep hill, and presenting throughout an ad- 
mirable specimen of engineering. It wound its 
way through a charming variety of hills and val- 
leys, after quitting the steeps through which it is 
at first conducted. Near the town our eyes were 
feasted by a succession of gardens, in which dahlias 
of every hue seemed to be the great objects of cul- 
tivation. We were now in Bavaria, and observed,^ 
on either side of the road (as is usual in almost 
every part of that kingdom), numbers of crosses 
and small shrines, inviting the devotion of the 
fiiithful. 
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Amerbach detained us but a short time. Soon 
after leaving it, we again found ourselves pene- 
trating a dark savage forest, in which we looked for 
the wolf and the wild boar every moment. The 
temperature of the day was excessively cold, the 
skies were clouded, and we were occasionally in- 
volved in mists, y^hich, after we emerged from the 
forest, prevented us from seeing the country on 
either side of the road. It was late when we 
reached Bischoffshum, a town of two thousand 
inhabitants : the Gasthaus comfortable, well-served 
supper, with exquisite white soup (the best my 
friend said he ever tasted in his life), the whole 
finished off with incompaiable amck punch, which 
we took as a preservative against the effects of the 
extraordinary cold of the day, and, I may add, of 
the night by which it was followed. 

The weather continued unchanged when we re- 
sumed our road at seven a.m. the following morn- 
ing, through a succession of pine forests, until at 
length, emerging from them, we beheld suddenly 
upon our left a charming valley, through which 
meandered the river Main, forming precisely the 



202 VESPERS. 

figure of a horse-shoe. We immediately came in 
right of the numerous spires of Wurtzburg. We 
drove to the Schwarzer Adier, where we arrived 
just in time for the table d'^hSte, one of the 
best we bad met in Germany. We had some ex- 
cellent Stein wine, which the traveller in these 
regions should never fail to ask for. It is by far 
the most agreeable of the Franconian productions 
of the grape. 

It being Sunday, I attended vespers at the 
beautiful Gothic church, near our hotel, situated 
in the market square. Besides being the sabbath^ 
it was a festival day, observed at Wurtzburg with 
all the pomp of the Catholic church. Just as I 
entered, I was preceded by six young ladies arrayed 
in snow-white muslin gowns, their temples bound 
Vith weaths of green leaves, and in their hair white 
roses arranged in a very becoming manner. After 
psalms were chanted, the rosary was recited 
aloud by the whole of the congregation (a very 
(crowded one) with the most edifying devotion. 
A procession was then formed, conristing of a 
number of boys dressed in surplices, the foremost 
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of whom bote flying banners. They were fol- 
lowed by foUr of the young ladies already men- 
tkmed, bearing on their shoulders a small plat- 
form surmounted by a figure of the Blessed Virgin. 
They hdid in their hands lighted tapers, around 
which were woven wreaths of flowers, like the 
diyrsis of ancient times. The six relieved each 
other in turn. Two boys, bearing golden censers 
flUed with smoking frankincense, with which they 
fumed the air, walked with their faces turned to- 
wards the priest, who moved onwards imder a 
splendid canopy, presenting for the adoration of 
the people the Holy Sacrament. A number of 
fadly meQy bdonging to a confraternity, all bear- 
ing lighted tapers, filled up the line of the pro- 
eession, which, after walking down the nave of the 
churchy entered the square in front, and marched 
all round it, the bells ringing in every direc- 
tiaii. 

As the procession passed by the guard-house in 
the square, the soldiers, who had been previously 
drawn up for the purpose, fell upon the right 
knee, and the left hand being raised to the helmet. 
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presented arms with the right, their colours flying 
and drums beating. The benediction was given in 
the usual form upon the return of the procession 
to the church. 

While standing in the square, waiting for the 
conclusion of this imposing solemnity, I met a 
highly valued friend of mine, Mr. J. Robertson, 
one of the most able Grerman scholars whom I 
know, who has prove(( his abilities by an admir- 
able translation of Schlegel's Lectures on the Phi- 
losophy of History, as well as by several eloquent 
essays upon German literature. After a separar 
tion of some years, it was delightful thus to meet 
by chance, in a foreign land, a person in whose 
good fortune and happiness I have, since first I 
knew him, felt a deep interest. He engaged us to 
go and see him in the evening, that he might pre- 
sent us to his 'widowed sister and her family, who 
had been for some time residents at Wurtzburg, 
and to whose welfare he devotes the greater part 
of his time. We found them lodged in one of 
those old roomy and stately houses which abound 
in Wurtzburg, and indicate the former importance 
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of this city, when it was the capital of an ecclesi- 
astical principality, under the dominion of bi* 
shops, who were also princes of the empire. Our 
evening passed away in the most agreeable 
manner. 
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Mr. Robertson took us the next day to see the 
public library, and procured for us the sight of 
several curious and interesting manuscripts,amongst 
^hich was one especially worthy of our notice— a 
copy of the New Testament brought over fix>m 
Ireland by St. Eilian, also called St. Kevin, an 
Irish monk of noble Scottish extraction. He 
travelled to Rome in 686, attended by two zealous 
companions, and obtained from the Pope (Conon) 
a commission to preach the Gospel to the Grennan 
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idolaters of Franconia. His exerti(»is were crowned 
with marvdlous success. He baptized great 
numbers at Wurtzburg, from the waters of a well, 
which has obtained great oekbrity throughout all 
that country. Amongst the most distinguished of 
his proselytes was the Duke Gosbert, who had 
married Geilana, the relict of his own brother. 
The holy missionary represented to him the incom- 
patibility of this marriage with the laws of the 
Church, and obtained from him a resolutioh to dis- 
miss her. Geilana was greatly enraged at this 
resolution, and while the duke was absent upon a 
military expedition, she sent assassins, who murdered 
not only Eilian but his two associates, in 688. His 
relics were translated to the cathedral, subsequently 
built upon the spot where he had suffSsred martyr- 
dom. A portion of them, however, was preserved in 
a rich shrine in the treasury of the Elector of 
firunswio-Lunenburg* 

We were also shewn one of the tracts of St. 
Augustin, and the rent-book of one of the old 
monastic establishments of this place, upon vellum, 
which contained beneath some more ancient writ- 
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ings. Besides these, there were in the same case 
from which they were taken, several other Palimp- 
sests, which might perhaps repay the trouble of 
examination. A valuable collection of the works 
printed amongst the earliest productions of Gutten- 
berg'*s press may also be seen in this deposit<»y. 

The present King of Bavaria very seldom visits 
Wurtzburg, although his palace, or residence there, 
as it is more usually called, is by far the most 
magnificent structure of that kind in his dominions. 
It has been designated, but I think with little 
reason, as a Grerman Versailles, for both extemaHy 
and internally it exhibits infinitely more taste and 
real splendour than that very quaint and pedantic 
edifice. We went to see this residence, accompanied 
by our friend ; but when I was informed that it 
comprehended no fewer than two hundred and 
eighty-four apartments, I requested that we should 
be conducted only through those particularly 
worth attention. It was built by two bishops 
within the years intervening between 1790 and 
1740. The staircase is perhaps the finest work of 
the kind in Europe. Its style, ornaments, and 
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general plan are truly princely in their character. 
The suite of salons^ including the throne-room, the 
hall of audience for ambassadors, the receiving 
rooms for those of both sexes who were in the habit 
of attending court upon state days, the banquet- 
room, and above all the ball-room, are of a most 
sumptuous description. The latter, when lighted 
up and filled with a gay company, might vie with 
any chamber of that class to be found upon the con- 
tinent. The walls, and even the]ceiling, are covered 
with mirrors, to which many architectural critics 
object ; but if it had been the desire, as 'it seems^ 
to have been, of the designer to realize one of those 
captivating pictures of splendour said to have 
been capable of being created by the spells of 
Aladin^s lamp, he certainly has succeeded. 

When royalty diooses to hold its state, I confess 
I like to see it surrounded by magnificence in all 
its pride — ^nay, gorgeousness, if you will. The pre- 
sent king of Bavaria, sumptuous though he be in 
the erection and decoration of buildings for the con- 
servation of objects connected with the fine arts, as 
well as for the convenience of his subjects and the 
embellishment of his kingdom, would probably 
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pnrfer for his own usual x^gideooe his oc^tsge at 
Bruckenau to his palace at Wurtibutg i that is to 
say, he p-eS^s the beauties of nature to those with 
idiich the most refined aiWity of the architect can 
fiunish him. Nor can it be doubted that this is 
one amongst the many proo& of sound taste al- 
ready given by this prince to the world. Never- 
theless, I am not one oi those who would discourage 
the occasional displays of royal establishments in 
halls and vast saloons worthy of majes^. Nor 
does this feeliiig in the least diminish the intermit 
with which I can see the same man to-day sur- 
rounded by all the pomp and pageantry of the 
throne, to-morrow oijoying his private retired and 

modest hom^ with the ease and happiness of a 
country gentleman. 

I must own I cannot agree with other travellers, 
who have represented the palace at Wurtzburg as a 
fadedgewgawnotworthseeuig. It is not agewgaw, 
nor is it faded, except as to some few of the orna- 
ments, which might be restored at a slight expense. 
The bedchambers for the royal family, and the bou- 
doirs and oth^ apartments connected with them» 
may be described as the very temples of repose. 
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Sik&oe semis to sway her sc^tre througiiout the 
whole of this diTiskm of the palace. We did not 
see the chapel, the po'son ia possessioii of the key 
happening to be at the time of our visit in the 
country. 

Our amiahle fiiend did not ne^g^ect to take us to 
the dtaddl, on the left bank <^ the Maine, from the 
sumaait of which we behdd the city and its envi- 
rons to die greatest advantage. When one recol- 
lects that this capital and its depend^ides had 
been for more than a thousand years under the rule 
of e^soopal princes, one is not sotprised to see the 
smnber of churches, towers, and inures, and ruins 
of convents, visible from this elevated frontier. 
Eighty-eight bishops succeeded each other, with 
scarcely any int^ruptioo, in the government of this 
i«ndpaUty. Not having fionilies to jHovide for, 
they devoted the greater part of their revenues to 
the erection of temples and the foundation of 
adhodb and hospitals. The Maine, winding along 
in its serpentine course forms a most attractive 
feature in the landscape. The eye is next directed 
to the picturesque hill upon which the Stein wine is 
grown. Excellent wines are also produced from 
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the acclivities of the hill upon which the citadel 
itself stands. These pass under the general deno- 
mination of the Leiste, and are reputed to be 
second only to the Stein amongst those of Fran- 
conia. 

There are spacious and well laid out public gar- 
dens in the immediate vicinity of Wurtzburg, in 
which a band plays on fine evenings, and which are 
much frequented on such occasions. We took a 
walk to see them, but a shower of heavy rain occur- 
ring just as we entered the gate, soon made us 
desist from any farther progress. But we found 
ample compensation for our disappointment in the 
drawing-room of our friend'^s sister, and in the 
musical accomplishments of her daughters. They 
informed us that in winter the society of Wurtzburg 
is very agreeable, consisting chiefly of the capitular 
families. 

The greater number of the streets in Wurtz- 
burg are narrow, the houses with high pointed 
gables, and overhanging in the old German fashion. 
The town appeared rather dull and gloomy, with* 
out much appearance of commerce of any kind ; 
nevertheless it is certain that Wurtzburg is the re- 
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sidence of many wealthy burghers, most of whom 
have made their fortunes by their transactions in 
the Franconian wine trade. Its situation on the 
Maine is indeed beautiful, when looked at from the 
citadel, or from the hills in the environs : it con- 
tains S5,000 inhabitants. 

In joumejing tlirough several of the towns of 
Germany, in which the houses, as well as the roads, 
. present a very white appearance, from the natural 
colour of the stone of which they are composed, I 
suffered a good deal from the effect they produced 
upon my eyes, especially when glaring in the full 
light of the sun. A very religious friend of mine 
assured me that I should find an infallible re- 
medy for this uncomfortable malady, the internal 
parts of the lids being much inflamed, jf I were to 
bathe my eyes in the waters of St. Kilian^s well, 
which is in the crypt under the cathedral. We 
proceeded to the church accordingly, the four towers 
of which are particularly worthy of admiration. 
The interior is filled with monuments of the prince 
bishops, who ruled formerly over this country. 
There are none of them particularly worthy of 
notice. 
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Descendisg to the crypt^ wUdi we found dark 
and extremdj cold, our attendant drew up from 
the well a bucket of water, winch, as a beverage, 
is delicious. Following the prescription of mj £edr 
doctress, I rnised mj eyes thovou^jr in the freezing 
element, and obtained instant relief; wh^, how- 
ever, passed off as soon as I returned to the Hght of 
daj. Had my stay in Wurtzburg been prolonged, 
so as to enaUe me to use these waters racte fre< 
quently, I doubt not that they would have aceom- 
I^shed my olgect, and so have justified the praise 
bestowed upon them. Before parting with my kind 
£riend, she was so good as to present me with a 
small phial, containu^ a small portion <^ the oil 
which, she stated, was constantly dropping into a 
smsll hollow in the earth, bom the tomb of a 
saint in the ndghboorhood It would render 
material assistance, she said, in mitigating the pain 
I suffered^ These little acts of kindness from peiw 
sons whom we had never seen before^ and maj 
perdiance never see again, deserve to be recorded 
Sx their own sake. But I have mentioned the 
malady in question also with another view, to 
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which I shall hereafter draw the attention of the 
reader. 

When we were at Brussels, my friend, the Count 
de Robiano, confided to my care a copy of one of 
his very learned works, which he requested me to 
get presented by the British minister at Munich 
to the King of Bavaria, together with a letter 
addressed by him to his majesty. I took charge 
of the packet with a great deal of pleasure. Mr. 
BobertsoQ having, however^ infonned me that the 
king was now, according to his annual custom, at 
the spa of Bruckenau^ not far firom Wurtzburg, 
we resolved to proceed thither, as well to visit 
the spa, which enjoys one of the most delightful 
situations in all Germany, as to have the honour of 
ddSvermg with my own hand to the king the 
volume imd letter with whidb I had been intrusted. 
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Having made our arrangements with the same 
voiturier who had driven us to Wurtzburg, we set 
out in the afternoon upon our journey; the weather 
was still cold and misty, and we were glad, upon 
our arrival at Hammelburg, just as the night was 
setting in with heavy rain, to take up our quarters 
at the hotel of the ^^ Poste,^ the landlord of which 
we found very civil, and the beds tolerable. We 
proceeded, still with unfavourable weather, the 
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next morning ^to the village of Bruckenau bj a 
vety hilly road, which passes between the Kreuz* 
berg, said to be more than S,000 feet above the 
level of the sea, and the Dreitzelberg, not quite so 
elevated. From the occasional glimpses we had of 
the country, when the rain ceased for a while, and 
the mists partially cleared away, we were enabled 
to observe that we were travelling through a ' 
charming country ; but we saw it imperfectly, and 
to very short distances on either side of the way. 

Although the ^^Poste'^at the village bears a 
very high character for the accommodation it 
affords, yet nobody who contemplates a sojourn at 
the spa, which is nearly three miles from it in a 
south-westerly direction, thinks of stopping there. 
We went on at once to our destination, and alighted 
at a large building erected by the king, and fitted 
out entirely with lodging-rooms for the use of 
visitors. This establishment is under the manage- 
ment of a secretary, who, upon the arrival of a 
Stranger, presents him with a list containing the 
numbers of the apartments then viteant, and also 
the tariff of the charges for their occupation. Our 
choice was extremely limited,^ as nearly all the 
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rooms mxe engaged, with the exception of two or 
tbree on the ground-floor, a sittiation to which I 
have a yery great objection. Fcnrtimatdy I met 
our Frankfort firiend, Mr. Kocb, at tiie foot of the 
staircase; he was just preparing for letuimng 
home, .and so without more oeiemony he kindQy 
added, *^H«re'is the key of my apartment up-stairs, 
go you and take possesmm of it, otherwise you will 
find it Tery difficult to procure good aooommo- 
datkm, for the .king being here, the place is 
crowded.^ I was most happy to accept h& offer, 
and made good my possession* 

We had searcdy time to change our tmraUmg 
attire when Ae hell announced that dinner was 
aenred at the gesieral table Soar the TiakHrs, whidi 
was arranged at the upper end ci the Kursaal, a 
new and most magnificent structure raised by direc- 
tion of the king, and planned chiefly, I believe, by 
his unrivalled taste in er&ry thing ecmnected with 
the fine arts. It is a spacious square building, pre- 
senting externally a superb colonnade, and towards 
'die principal spa walk a most noble portica There 
ka tribune fitted up for the royal fiunily over the 
great entrance, to whidi drawhm^^rooms and other 
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apftrtments are a^oined. Opposite to this tribune 
is the orchestra, with which also sereral apartments 
are connected, fitted up as card-rooms. But I 
was infermed that his majesty had strictly f(nv 
Isdden all games of hazard here. I heard cer- 
tainly of no gambling going on, either {Hivatdy or 
publicly, while we were at the spa. The dinner- 
tables were arranged under the orchestra, and were 
so crowded wh&k we went in, that it was with 
difficulty we could find places. Like alt Grerman 
tiAlea dhSie^ loud talk, hearty laughter, and, if 
possiUe, im>re hearty eating and drinking, were 
the order of the hour, and what was still better, 
the whole company seoned to ooDstitjute cme 
£imily. We were at cmce received by those near 
us in the most cordial manner. I need hardly add 
that the dinner and all its accompaniments ot wines 
and fruits were of the best desmpti^m, and that 
the charges were moderate, as er^ thing in the 
way <^ expense here is r^ulated by tari£ 

WImu I had more time, after dinner, to examine 
the internal ports of the Kursaal, I could not but 
admire its spaciousness, its true classic character, 
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its grand flights of stairs leading to the upper 
parts of the building, its floor tesselated by mar- 
bles of various hues, its Corinthian columns, and 
its five glass lustres depending from the beautifully 
frescoed plafond^ which, when they are all lighted 
on gala nights, must indeed give to this saloon a 
brightness little short of that of the sun itself. 

Opposite to the building in which we had our 
rooms, there is another splendid structure, well 
harmonizing- in its external appearance with the 
Kursaal, not far from which it stands. It con- 
tains a considerable number of apartments upon a 
somewhat larger scale than ours, and of course 
more expensive, being destined especially for the 
use of private families. The lower parts of this 
building are occupied entirely with baths — a very 
great convenience to invalids, who can thus avail 
themselves of the waters without being exposed to 
the changes in the atmosphere. 

As the rain (which had been pouring down in 
torrents all the morning) still continued to fdl, 
and precluded us from any chance of out-door 
exercise, I returned to the Kursaal, where I found 
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a great number of visitors assembled, and engaged 
in dancing the Polonese. This was followed by 
a game, in which the whole company formed a 
circle, the ladies and gentlemen of course alter- 
nately placed, and each sustaining a cord which 
passed all round. A gentleman or lady ran con- 
stantly about inside the circle, his or her object 
being to strike the cord from the hands of any 
person holding it carelessly. If the attempt were 
successful, then the party thus losing the cord 
was obliged to forfeit his or her place to the assail- 
ant, and to go through a similar trial until a si- 
milar result was obtained. This sport gave rise to 
infinite fun and uproar, conducted, however, with 
all the requisite totms of politeness. 

The next game was of this description : the 
ladies and gentlemen were all drawn up in two 
lilies, as if they were going to dance the gal- 
lopade. The partners at the rear of all then ran 
quickly forward to take their places at the top 
of the line, while the gentleman immediately 
before them in the rear rank ran after the lady, 
with a view to catch the fair fugitive, and make 
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her hu prioe. If he succeeded, her ordinal swain 
was oUiged to return to the rear, and make an 
attempt with the '^fbrlarn ooe" to gain the top^ 
he beiog subject to a similar rimlry. It was 
pleasant to mark the coquettish achemes by which 
ladies who did not like to lose their original 
partners contrived, by short turns or wide run% 
to elude the breathless rivals of the latter, and to 
recover the hand which they wished to retain. 

While I was engaged in enjoying these menj 
sfKirts, a benevo]ent4ooking eldarly Grerman, who 
spoke a little En^sh, placed himself beside me 
upon the boich where I was sitting, and entered 
into conversation with me, beginning with die 
usual question — how kmg I had been at the qpa? 
I answeini^ that I had arrived only that day, and 
added, that from what I had already seen of the 
pkce, I thought it the most amusing one of the 
kind I had ever visited. I then asked whether the 
king often came to his tribune to witness the 
amusements. -'' There is the king,^ he replied, 
pointing to one of the moi^ active nmners in the 
scene actually going on before me! <*What!^ 
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said I, *^ do you mean to say that that geotleman 
dressed in the dark olive fiock-coat and nankeen 
jtiou8er% now flying after his partner^ is the 
kingf ^'The saBie»" be answered, apparently 
amused that I should have found so mud diffi* 
cuhy in bdieving his assertion. I own I was 
suiprised, not so much, perhaps, at his majesty 
thus appearing so familiarly amongst his subjects; 
for that I was fully prepared by all I had pre* 
Yiously heard and read of his oondesoension and 
affability ; but what really did astonish me was 
his wonderful activity at his age. I have no 
doubt that if he had prcqposed to race against the 
youngest man in the room, he would have di^ 
tanced him* 

The presence of the kii^, of course^ douUed 
the interest I had already experienced in witnessing 
the amusements of the evening, all of which he 
himsdf conducted with as much kindness as if be 
had been enjoying relaxation with his own nume* 
rous and lively family. By the bye, I should 
have experienced no difficulty m recognising his 
majesty, if, before I had arrived at Bruckenau, 
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I had seen the lithograph prints of the royal 
family which I subsequently purchased at Mu- 
nich. In one of these the whole royal gfoup is 
assembled — ^the king, queen, crown prince, Otho I. 
of Greece, and the younger sons and daughters; 
in the other, the scene of Otho resigned by his 
father to the Greek deputies, as their future 
sovereign, is represented. Both of these prints 
are capitally executed, and the portraits of the 
king and of Otho, whom I had previously seen in 
Greece, are perfect likenesses. . 

The final game of the evening was as follows: 
the whole party formed ,into one line, each person 
holding the hand of the one next to him. The 
king led the long line, and after walking up the 
whole length of the saloon, ascended the staircase 
of the orchestra, and occupied the front for a 
while, looking down upon the non-active portion 
of the company below. They then returned in 
the same order, a loud laugh being raised at the 
expense of any person who, by losing his hold, 
broke any of the links of the chain. The purpose 
of these games was, I need scarcely observe, to 
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supply by in-door exercise the want of that which 
the inclemency of the weather had rendered it im- 
possible for the company to enjoy in the open 
air. Thus the Eursaal constitutes an essential in- 
strument in promoting and preserving the health 
of the visitors. 

During an interval between these amusements, 
I went out to view the beautiful colonnade by 
which the Kursaal is ornamented on all sides, ex- 
cept that of the portico. It adds greatly to the 
splendid appearance of this structure, which, by its 
style, and the boldness of the conception that gave 
it birth, seems to belong rather to Greece^ in its 
golden age of genius and art, than to modem 
minds or times. Indeed, I do not remember to 
have seen in that country the remains of any 
edifice, the Parthenon alone excepted, at all ap- 
proaching the scale upon which the Kursaal has 
been raised. In other respects, looking especially 
to its situation and object, it recalled to my re- 
membrance the ruins of those temples of health, 
usually dedicated to iEsculapius, which I found 
in the neighbourhood of the ancient baths, remote 
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from cities and towns. I vidted the fragments 
of sueh a temple on my way to Ejndaurtts; The 
Kursaal is seated in a valley, near the mar^ 
of a dense forest, that climbs behind it towards 
the summit of the Ffundsberg, which lifts on 
high its head, hooded, as I then behdd it, in 
donds. 
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As I vraB returning to the scene of gaiety, I 
observed a person clothed in black, who subse- 
quently turned out to be one of the English mis- 
sionaries, deputed to aid in the distribution of the 
Bible, peeping in at one of the windows. I ad- 
dressed him and said that he might enter the saloon 
if he pleased, and witness the amusements which 
were going on. I added that the king was there* 

•* The king !*• he exclaimed — " impossible !" 

a 2 
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I repeated my assurance. 

"Why^ said he, ** in England, persons such 
as I am would not be allowed to go within a 
mile of our sovereign !" 

^^ Nevertheless, you can go in if you like it, and 
remain as long as you wish, without interruption.'*^ 

<^ But the ladies and gentlemen seem all to be- 
long to his majesty's court. I could not think oi 
such a thing.'' 

I saw there was no use in trying to dissuade him 
from his ridiculous notions ; he went on from win- 
dow to window, still peeping in timidly, with his 
hands behind his back under the skirts of ihis coat^ 
treading stealthily and lightly, as if he were afiraid 
that his footsteps might be heard, and bring the 
poUce upon him ! 

As soon as the company was beginning to dis- 
perse, having previously made due inquiries as to 
my course of proceeding, I presented myself to the 
Baron Hunottstein, one of the king's chamberlains 
then on duty, and mentioned to him that I had a 
small packet for the king. The baron, who spoke 
English extremely well, received me in the band- 
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somest manner, took down my name and the num- 
ber of my apartment, and added, that he would 
lose no time in acquainting his majesty with my 
communication ; that he had no doubt the king 
would see me when next he gave audience, and 
that he (the baron) would be most happy to render 
me any service that might be in his power during 
my sojourn at Bruckenau. I asked him permis- 
sion also to give him the name of my young friend, 
who was travelling with me, which he immediately 
wrote down. 

A few minutes after, the Baron de Tann, a Ba 
varian nobleman of large fortune, and a great 
favourite of the king, came and sat by me. He had 
been much in England, appeared to be about fifty 
years of age, and a perfect man of the world. He said 
he had just seen my name in the hands of the cham- 
berlain, and asked me whether I was not the author 
of the ** Memoirs of Ferdinand VII. of Spain." 
I said in answer, as was the fact, that I was not the 
author, but that I had translated the work in ques- 
tion from the manuscript copy of a Spanish advocate, 
a particular friend of mine, whom I had known at 
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Madrid, but who, upon the subversion of the ison^ 
stitution of 1890*21, was obliged to take refuge in 
England. He was tho^e in very indigent circum- 
stances, and I translated his producticm to enable 
him to procure a fund sufficient to deftay his pas^ 
sage to South America, whither he wished to go. 
The publication having fully answered his object 
in that respect, he repaired to Buenos Ajrres, where 
he was then pursuing his profession. As to the 
correctness of the view given in those Memoirs of 
the character of Ferdinand, I could only observe^ 
that it was in every respect conformable with all 
that I had heard of that sovereign during my 
dojoum in Spain, from [persons whom I had reason 
to consider well acquainted with his actions and 
his habits ; nor had I ever seen or heard of any 
publication which contradicted or even questioned 
a single statement contabed in the work, although 
it met with a considerable circulation upon the con- 
. tinent, through the medium of a Frendi version 
which was published in Paris. I found it necessaty^ 
or at least I deemed it expedient, to enter into this 
explanation, because I was aware that these Me- 
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tm»rs were set doim in the index of forbidden 
books in the absolute states of the continent. 

The baron then changed the conversation, and 
was so good as to make a flattering allusion to my 
publication on the *< Danube,^ which he said he 
had in his library. He added that he was very 
fond of our literature, and had a considerable col- 
lection of the productions of most of our best 
authors. 

The fcdlowing morning a king^s messenger waited 
upon us to announce that his majesty would see us 
at twelve o^dock on that day ; and that we were to 
appear in black coat, waistcoat, and trousers, white 
cravat, and gloves. The cravat we easily procured 
at a milliner's shop hard by, and at the aj^inted 
hour we walked to the king's residence, a very 
modest cottage-like building, situated upon a 
terrace at the end of the promenade which forms 
one of the ornaments of the spa. The edifice is of 
<x>nsiderable length ; it contains s^rtments for the 
queen and the whole of the royal family. There 
are in front several parterres of flowers, whidi are 
neatly arranged, without the slightest approach to 
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any thing not bearing the character of entire sim- 
plicity. 

We were shewn into a small room, the furniture 
of which was in perfect keeping with all that we 
had yet observed. Some eight or ten other 
persons were already waiting for an audience. 
In a few minutes we were summoned to tlie 
presence of the king, whom we found plainly 
dressed in brown coat, in a room smaller and 
even less pretending than the one we had just left. 
We formed a semicircle, which his majesty went 
round hastily at first, and I then took the oppor- 
tunity of presenting him with the packet which 
had been confided to my care. He bowed gra- 
ciously and placed it on a side table. He then re- 
turned to the head of th^ semicircle, and entered at 
some length into conversation with two or three 
gentlemen (Bavarians,) who appeared to be a depu- 
tation, upon some matter in which they had a 
common interest. The king heard their statements 
with the utmost attention, and asked them many 
questions with a view to make himself master of the 
whole subject. He talked also in the most frank 
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and easy manner with the other persons who were 
above us, with some in French, with others in 
German. He changed his language to English 
when he again came to us. I was surprised at the 
facility and purity of accent with which he spoke. 
He said he was aware that I had travelled a good 
deal. I observed that I had had the honour of 
being presented to his son, the King of Greece, at 
Napoli di Romania, that I had also visited Munich, 
which was so much indebted to his majesty, and 
that I hoped soon to see it again. ^' I think,^^ he 
said, " you will find it still further improved." He 
then passed on to Mr. Bellew, asked him whether 
this was his first tour upon the continent, and ex- 
pressed his hope that he should return home pleased 
with his excursion. Having completed his circuit, 
his majesty then bowed to us all, and we quitted 
the room, much delighted by our reception. 

The day being the finest we had had for some 
time, I proceeded, after dinner, to survey the 
country around u& Several of the baths are situ- 
ated in a valley, through which the river $inn 
gracefully wanders, and at the western extremity 
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of the Rfaongebirge chain of mountains. The 
highest of these is that which rises behind the 
king^s residence : it is called the Harthberg. Upon 
its summit is seen the celebrated monastery of 
Voelkersberg, belonging to the order of St. Francis, 
a &vourite excursion of the visitors when the 
weather is propitious. Opposite to this mountain 
rises the Sinnberg, through forests of lofty beech 
trees. The river springs from a fountain about 
four miles distant from the valley, and after a short 
course joins the Maine. 

On the heights all round are several handsome 
villas, which may be hired for the season. The 
views from these habitations upon the valley of 
the Sinn are endianting. Many retired walks are 
formed through the adjoining woods, and often 
lead along the margins of small streams which, 
emerging from the " forests deep^ hast^i onward 
in their garrulous course to mingle with the 
Sinn. 

I could not for a while withdraw from some 
Bweet scenes of solitude upon which I had alighted 
in the course of my excursion. My walk at first 
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conducted me, beneath the shade of poplars, by a 
limpid brook, which fed a snsall pond containing 
fish for the supply of the king's table. Imme- 
diately on my right was a meadow, and beyond it 
a dense wood rising to the sky. A bell from the 
diapel in the valley sounded for the Angdus. On 
my left stretched a bank of van-coloured poppies 
interspersed with marigold, upon the edge of a pas- 
turage field, in which cows were ruminating beneath 
the spreading branches of the Aair^Omne pecus 
wb uhno est — indicating the sultriness of the 
hour. 

Through the foliage I now and then caught 
glimpses upon the distant declivities of corn-fields, 
in several of which reapers were busy. A breeze 
occasionally swept down from the hill sides, start* 
ling the sleeping branches of the trees, and passing 
away in voices that seemed to belong to some 
other world. Do such notes come to warn or con* 
scde us ? Softer were the songs of the rills that 
rippled through the green grass hard by* More 
pleasant it was to behold the cdours <^ sun and 
doud chasing each other along the tops of the 
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forests, dark to the root, but above a waving field 
for the play of all the heavenly lights. 

Moving lazily onward, I sat down upon a bank 
of blue-bells and violets, through which crept the 
convolvulus, shewing its many azure and snow- 
white chalices. The honeysuckle was here, and 
varieties of open-leaved flowers full of farina^ 
crowded with bees intent upon their labours for 
procuring the materials of their cells. Butterflies 
in pairs were everywhere enjoying their too brief 
honeymoons. I gave myself entirely up to the 
dolce far niente, ** poring o'er the brook that 
babbled by." Though dark clouds, by intercept- 
ing the rays of the sun, caused occasionally a 
chillness in the air, yet the moment they disap- 
peared the genial heat returned, and brought with 
it a delicious air, impregnated with tlie fragrance of 
new-mown hay. Peasants walked by attired in the 
primitive three-cornered hat, leather smallclothes, 
and blue stockings. They were accompanied by 
women with their long wicker baskets on their 
backs, filled with their marketings of the day. 
The younger damsels in their train wore a white 
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handkerchief on the head, plaided gowns, yellow 
shawls, and blue stockings, bearing on their arms 
baskets covered over with white towels. On the 
right a torrent was foaming down through the 
rocks. I could discern it like a silver thread on 
its first issuing from the summit of the moun- 
tain 
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The King's Pic-nic Partf. Waggon Passengers. Their comfort- 
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Bruckenau. Highly praised by Dr. Granville. My Note to 
Baron de Tann. Captain Bishop. 

Just as I returned to my chamber, a message 
came from the king inviting me to a pio-nic party 
which his majesty proposed to give the same after- 
noon. A similar communication was made to 
Mr. Bellew. Having been informed that our dress 
was to be the same as when we had audience of his 
majesty, we lost no time in making our pre- 
parations. A similar entertainment was given a 
fortnight before, and the visitors whom it was not 
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then possible to provide with vehicles were sam^ 
moned ou the present occasioo. 

At the a{^inted hour (half-past four) all th^ 
-carriages which the king had with him at Bruck- 
enau were driven to the middle of the promenade, 
the coachmen and footmen in their state livmea, 
and the horses in their gay caparisons. Soon 
after, a long rustic waggon, without any springs, 
with benches arranged along its sides, made its ap. 
pearance» The king immediately came, and ascend- 
ing the waggon by a small step ladder, he took his 
seat at the top of the vehicle : he was followed by 
the Baron de Tann, his two chamberlains, viz. the 
Baron Hunottestein and the Count Fappenheim, 
and some other gentlemen of his suite. A whole 
bevy of ladies next climbed the ladder, amidst an 
abundance of laughter, and for want of better 
accommodation, Mr* Bellew and a few other of the 
younger esquires were obliged to sit upon the 
edges of the waggon, and get on as well as they 
could, 

I had the honour of being invited by the 
director of the ceremonies to take my seat in one 
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of the royal carriages, by the side of the lady of 
Captain Bishop, a friend of mine, whom I had 
met at Bruckenau. All things having been 
arranged, off we set, the waggon, heavily laden, 
leading the way toward? the summit of the Sinn- 
berg, by a road which soon became rough enough 
to make the sitters on the edges of the wag- 
gon feel themselves placed not in the most 
comfortable positions in the world; the sudden 
jerks, against which they found it difficult to 
contend, threatening to eject them every moment, 
caused great amusement amongst the ladies, who 
administered to them much sage but ineffectual 
advice upon the occasion. 

At length we arrived, without accident, at a 
sheltered spot near the pinnacle of the mountain, 
where we found tables arranged, well furnished 
with every species of confectionery, hot mulled 
wine, lemonade, and ices. The warmed wine was 
by no means unacceptable to many of us, as, 
although the sun shone out through an unclouded 
sky, there was a cold chill in the mountain air, 
against which our court dress, such as it was, 
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prevented us from providing by the addition of 
cloaks. Nothing could' exceed the affability of 
the king to all his guests ; he sat at the head of 
the principal table, and had some kind word to 
say to everybody near him. Of course, he had all 
the ladies under his particular care : for those of his 
guests who were not within reach of his voice he had 
now and then some gracious and hospitable mes- 
sage. His chamberlains conducted the gentlemen 
to the summit of the mountain, and pointed out 
the beauties of the scenery all round. The picture 
was truly a most splendid one, embracing views 
of vast forests, tops of numberless mountains, 
ruins of churches, convents, and castles, charming 
valleys and sylvan uplands, the winding Sinu 
below, thousands of cascades rushing towards it, 
and villages with their spires shiniqg out in the 
light of the declining sun. 

Having remained upwards of two hours enjoying 
the good things set before us, and the grandeur of 
the scenery which our commanding position enabled 
us to behold, we set out upon our return, the wag- 
gon passengers, including his majesty, descending 

VOL. II. R 



242 SC£N£ ON THE PROMENADE. 

oa foot, while those whose better luck had assigned 
them places ia the royal carriages resumed their 
previous seats. Upon our re-union in the midst of 
the promenade, we all surrounded the king, when 
one of the oldest frequenters of the spa expriessed 
to his majesty our very cordial thanks for this 
gracious token of his hospitality^ and our prayer 
that he might still long continue to be, as he long 
had been, the beloved father of his people. His. 
majesty, taking off his hat, bowed his thanks, and 
walked on, accompanied by his suite, to his cottage-- 
palace. Assuredly a monarch who finds his best 
delight in thus mingling with his subjects, every 
day winning mxxe and more of their affection, must 
be animated by an ambition infinitely preferaUe to 
that which stimulates other possessors of thropes to 
increase their dominions by foreign conquests^, reck- 
less of all the blood they shed and the treasure 
they squander^ in order to attain their object 

It is unnecessary for me to observe that in his 
personal expenditure, as well as in that of his family 
apd court, there is not a more frugal sovereign in 
Europe than Louis of Bavaria. He is frugal, not 
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with a view to board up money in foreign funds, as 
other crowned heads are known to do, but to 
accumulate in every form, in his capital, and even 
in the most remote districts of his kingdom, speci- 
mens of the fine arts, executed in the highest style 
of perfection. His pure classical taste, insf»red by 
a warm and brilliant imagination, forbids him tt> 
•attempt any work undeserving tb6 approval of 
the most severe critic and the applause of futulre 
ages. 

Ris habits at firuckenau are, as I was informed 
by some of those best acquainted with them, of the 
most simple kind, touched with a dispositNMi to 
romance which he has shewn from his youth u}^ 
;Wards. He rises early, walks a great deal, always 
alone, throu^^ the woods and mountains around, 
preferring the margins oi the brooks which ^w 
through those charming scenes in great abundaiM^* 
He often sits down beneath the shade of a tree, or 
upcm a flowery bank, to listen to their ttiusic^ for- 
getting altc^ther, for the time^ that he has upon 
his shoulders the wei^t of a kingdom. But he 
has his stated hours for business, to which he 
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gularly attends : he had with him at Bruckenau his 
celebrated minister, M. Abell, and a member of 
his council of state, M. Schilcher, together with 
several secretaries, who were said to be constantly 
employed. 

Asa husband and the father of a family, Louis 
is a model for sovereigns. Neither the queen, nor 
any of their children were with him upon this occa- 
sion. It is very well known that his majesty has 
published several volumes of poetry, chiefly con* 
taining his meditations upon the scenes he had 
visited, and the objects of art which he ^admired ill 
Greece and Italy. But amongst his e£Pusions are 
found many admirable thoughts upon the philcK 
sophy of Ufe, which speak a high and gifted mind, 
deeply imbued with a sense of religion, and a 
true feeling as to the vanity of all human enjoy- 
ments. 

A translation has been made of these compositions 
into English verse, but it is the work of an inferior 
band, and altogether fails to give a just notion of 
the poetic power that pervades the original. Indeed, 
nothing can be more difficult than for an English- 



1 



HIS SONNET TO THE QUEEN. 2i$ 

jDHan to produce any thing like an adequate version 
of Grerman poetry. The idiom of the language 
offers many obstacles, but the idealism, the 
turn of thought, the sort of perfection aimed 
at by a Grerman poet, present still more. Several 
poems, highly popular in Grermany, have been 
transhited into our language, but they baye ob- 
tained in that dress no admiration ; it is only outr 
German scholars who have been able to appreciate 
them. 

A sonnet, addressed by Loois to his queen, 
has, however, been tolerably rendered by the 
translator. I quote it as a specimen rather of 
the poetry of the heart than of the imagina- 
tion : — 



'' Thoa art an angd, ever fair and kind, 
Thy beug is as mild at •ommer eldea : 
In thee both tmth and constancy arise. 
Each grace and Tirtne pictured in thy mind. 
Around thy heart repentance cannot wind* 
For erery vice that holy dwelling flies : 
There innocence resides that knows not sighs, 
And goodness to thy gentle care consigned. 
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I^ tfa« loft floiiiiif of a placid ttxeamt 
Whicb motet through flowerj and through fiertile fidds. 
Whare fidrest charms of spring-tide brigiitly gleam, 
Are all the hours which thy soft presence yields ; 
With peace of soiil and mildness do thcjteemi 
And heaten eadi action pure and brightly giUa.'* 

The excellent qualities of the waters of Bruck- 
ehau were originally discovered by the abbots of 
Fulda, to the diocese of which city the spa 
belonged, until, by the arrangements made in 
1816, it became a part of the dominions of Ba- 
v^rifiu The reader will find in Dr. Granville's 
work ai very favourable account of the springs of 
this place. There is hardly any complaint upon 
which, according to his authority, they do not 
exercise a salutary influence. He notices a re- 
markable source of fresh water, so very pure that 
chemists who have analyzed it have pronounced it 
identical with distilled water, and have used it as 
such. The doctor especially extols the Bruck- 
enauer, ^* the peculiar effects of which,^ he says> 
<^are in a high degree exciting, warming, as- 
tringent, and strengthening. It increases and 
quickens the drculalioD of the blood and lym- 
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phatic system, and improves and especially aug« 
ments the red particles of the blood, giving colour 
to the most blanched cheeks. On the other 
hand, although it imparts tone to the nrhole 
body, it quiets first, and lastly arrests, every 
symptom of irregular mobility of the nervous 

• « ■ 

system.** 

On the day fixed upon for our departure, there 
was to have been a boar hunt in the neighbouring 
forest, to which we were invited ; but as the day 
turned but most unfavourably, we proceeded on 
our journey to Kissingen, I having previously ad- 
dressed to the Baron de Tann a note, of which the 
following is a copy :— 

<< Bruckenau, 6th August, 1841. 
"Sib, — ^You would exceedingly oblige Mr. 
Bellew and myself, if, at some convenient oppor- 
tunity, you would do us the favour to mention 
to the king the feelings of profound gratitude 
with which we have been inspired by the most 
gracious recq>tion which his majesty condescended 
to accord to us yesterday. His majesty^s afTa* 
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bility and kindness upon that occasion have left 
,tm impression upon our minds^ which we shall 
warmly cherish to the latest moment of our ex- 
istence. 

" I have the honour to be, &c- &c." 

Captain Bishop had informed us that all the 
hotels, and even the Kurhaus, at Kissingen were 
quite full ; and he, therefore, very kindly lent us 
his own rooms, which he kept engaged during his 
excursion to Bruckenau. It pained me to observe 
that neither the waters of Kissingen or Bruckenau 
had produced the slightest effect upon a malady 
with which he had been for some time afflicted, 
causing almost incessant pain in the head. He 
was passionately fond of fishing, and having seen 
him more than once above his knees in the marshes 
of the Sinn, pursuing his irresistible amusement, 
I strenuously remonstrated with him, entertaining 
no doubt that if he wished to prolong his com- 
plaint, he could take no more effectual step for his 
purpose than that of wading through those cold 
morasses. But my entreaties were unavaflable. 
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I ajgain met him at Boulogiie>sur*Mer, in the 
February of the foUowing year, on his way to 
London, where he very speedily died, leaving 
behind him one of the most affectionate and 
amiable wives whom it has been my good fortune 
toknow* 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Its Promenade. Tlie Kmliaiu. Gambling. Hie 
Queen of Wnrtemberg. A Concert. A conceited Performer. 
Great repute of the Waters. Consomption hj the Ptosantry. 
Gaiety of the Promenade. Gaseous Springs. The Saline 
Foontain. Its intermittent character. Wall of Fsgots. Gas 
from the Spring. Density of the Gas. Its efficacy as a Cnre 
for Sore Eyes. Dr. GranTiUe's account of this Spring. Ita 
Arteedan Depth. Its supply of Brine. Theory of its Inter- 
mittance. 

E[issiNGEN is, as to gaiety and fashion, quite 
the reverse of Bruckenau. It is understood to be 
the king^s wish to keep the latter place as quiet as 
possible, and to limit to the present accommodations 
the number of its visitors. Indeed, any further 
augmentation of them, and above all, any course 
of public amusements, such as are to be met with at 
Baden Baden, Weisbaden, and elsewhere, would 
be altogether out of character at Bruckenau, the 
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pfevailiDg features of which are solitude and 
repose. 

But upon Kissingen his majesty has been lavish 
of ornament of eveiy kind. A splendid prome- 
nade, which runs in front of the principal buildings 
from one end of a long street to the other, pro* 
duces a most imposing effect. The Kurhaus, 
which affords apartments to a great number of 
visitcMTs, is a verj plain edifice; but it is to be 
replaced by one of a more stylish appearance. 
The building in which concerts and ass«nblies are 
carried on is magnificent. I am sorry to add that 
gambling is here openly allowed^ and that the 
tables are too wdl attended during the portions of 
the day not devoted to the tisMe d^h6te. 

Xissingen was, not many years ago^ an insig* 
nificant village, but has already grown up into an 
important town, by reason of the valuable mineral 
and saline springs which have been discovered both 
in the town itself and its environs. It has not 
been as yet much frequented by the English. Its 
principal visitors are Russians and Germans. The 
Queen c^ Wurtemberg happened to be there dm> 



252 A CONCERT, 

ing our short sojourn. When she appeared on the 
promenade, with the ladies and gentlemen of her 
suite, the central walk was by a tacit convention 
surrendered entirely to her use. Her presence, of 
course, added much to the ordinary gaiety of the 
place. Soon after our arrival, seeing a crowd of 
well-dressed persons wending towards the concert- 
room, I followed their example, but was very 
moderately repaid for my trouble, the principal 
part of the exhibition consisting of a series of ela- 
borate displays upon the flute, by a boy of about 
fourteen years of age, one of the most concdted 
specimens of precocious performers I have ever 
beheld. His brazen front and self-complacency 
were beyond endurance. 

Kissingen is in the centre of a valley through 
which runs the Saale. It is surrounded in the 
immediate neighbourhood by pleasant meadows^ 
beyond which are corn-fields, and then hills of no 
great height, whose acclivities are clothed with the 
vine. It contains about fifteen hundred inhabi- 
tants, and in the season (July and August) is 
thronged with full two thousand strangers. The 
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waters of this place enjoy great fame in cases of 
female infertility — with what justice let medical 
men relate. 

I can certainly attest that I saw great numbers 
of the country-women seated on the benches of a 
sunken terrace, in which are situated the two 
most potent springs, denominated the Fandur and 
the Rakuczy. It being Sunday, they were all in 
their gala attire, numbers of them in the Tyrolese 
costume, with the high-pointed hat, others wearing 
black caps, with long tails of riband dangling 
behind. They were incessantly drinking large 
beakers of these waters ; and none of them went 
away without taking with them additional sup* 
plies in stone bottles. 

The day turned out remarkably fine soon after 
twelve o'clock. A large and gay party, including 
the Prince Hohenlohe and other persons of dis- 
tinction, attended the Queen of Wurtemberg on 
the promenade; she was extremely afiable to 
those around her. After taking a turn or two, 
she stood a few moments at the end of the walk, 
when a circle was formed and she selected some 
new person to converse with on resuming her 
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promenade. Her majesty was accompanied by 
her daughters^ and looked in excellent health. 
I am happy to be able to apply a similar remark 
to the great mass of the visitors whom I saw 
at Kissingen; they seemed full of spirits, and 
in the enjoyment of many, at least, of the 
benefits which these springs are celebrated . for 
conferring. 

One of the fountains very near the town yields 
a delicious beverage not unlike the Seltzer water : 
when first . drawn up in the glass, it appears 
perfectly limpid ; but it soon exhibits gas-bubbles 
upon its surface, which break with a hissing 
noise. The people all about here use it at dinner, 
and are unanimous in praise of its refreshing 
qualities; it is slightly acidulous. 

The great *' lion ^ of Kisangen is the singular 
intermittent saline spring, which is situated within 
a mile or two of the town ; it is certainly a 
great natural curiosity, and as I have especial 
reason (through mere accident) to feel thankful 
to it, I will describe it with some degree of 
minuteness. Taking one of the vehicles which 
are all day employed in conveying visitors to and 
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from the springt we speedily anited in sight o^ 
a vast wall, raised to a great h«ght, and com^ 
posed entirely of fagots of wood, pressed between 
long wooden spars; these fagots were much dis^ 
coloured with oxide of iroD> and many of them 
were encrusted with a stalactite matter consisting 
of carbonate of lime; these two results being 
produced by the trickling through the sprays of 
the fagots of the saline water that ditq>ped 
through them from reservoirs at the top, whidi 
extended the whole length of the narrow pileb 

Before {Hxxreeding further in examination of 
this machinery, we entered the shed in whidi the 
fountain is placed ; kx>king down, at first we could 
only see a well of ordinary Aze and form, in which 
no water appeared. We were informed* that it 
had subsided some time^ but would now speedily 
return. Over the well was suspended an inverted 
funnel, which might be let down by diains to the 
surface of the waters when they arrived at a 
certain height, the object of this apparatus being 
to collect the carbcmic acid gfus which preceded 
the rising waters in great quantities, and to oonv^ 
it through tubes to a chamber wh«ie invalids 
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afflicted with cutaneous complaints took this bath 
of the gas, it is said, with great advantage. 

Presently an upward rush of the gas indicated 
the return of the waters, and as they rose, the 
stratum of gas became so dense, that two or three 
young medical students, who were standing round 
the shaft, collected it in their hats, and amused 
themselyes by trying who could keep thdr faces 
immerged in their hats the longest. The reader 
will, perhaps, remember my having stated in a 
former chapter the suffering I experienced from 
the inflammation of the interior of my eydids. 
Subsequently to my departure from Wurtzburg, 
the inflammation rather increased than diminished, 
and the very day I visited this saline spring the 
pain was particularly severe. Following the ex- 
ample of the students, I also took into my hat a 
quantity of the gas, and held my face in it as 
long as I could, with my ^es open. The moment 
that I removed my hat I no longer felt in my, 
qrelids the slightest symptom of inflammation; 
all pain was gone; the redness of the parts, the 
gummy secretions at th^ comers of the eyes with 
which it had been accompanied, instantly disap- 
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peared, and from that moment to this I have 
never had any return of the complaint. I should 
not have thought of mentioning a circumstance 
so entirely personal, had I not conceived that I 
was performing a public service by making known 
the very useful quality of this gas in effecting 
cures of this description, of which no person to 
whom I had spoken upon the subject in Kissingen 
had ever heard before. 

I had not then seen Dr. Granville's admirable 
book on the spas of Germany. Upon since 
reading his detailed and accurate account of this 
spring, I do not find that he had any idea of its 
effects in the way I have just stated. What he 
says of it is this: — "As I stood near and over 
the shaft, I experienced all the effects of an ex- 
posure to the gas in question. The skin of my 
face, my eyes, and my lips felt a pricking sensa- 
tion ; the head became confused, and the breathing 
asthmatic. I remarked that my feet became quite 
heated by standing on the margin of the spring ; 
and when I filled my hat with the gas and 
placed it on my head, that part of my body felt 
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presently in a glow.^ It is with a view to its 
stimulating consequences in the latter respect that 
the gas-bath is used. 

The shaft itself is eight feet in diameter, and 
no more than twenty-five feet in depth. It had* 
at one time lessened so materially in its ordinary 
supply, that in 18S2 a boring upon the Artesian 
system was resorted tp^ which was carried to a 
depth of nearly three hundred feet, and four 
inches in diamet^, through the compact sand- 
stone. Since then the supply has been abundant, 
discharging forty cubic feet of brine in a minute. 
The periods of its subsiding and letum are 
irregular^ sometimes disappearing for more than 
an hour, scHnetimes for not more than a quarter 
of that time. Several attempts have been made 
by scientific men, amongs others by Dr. Osann, 
of Wurtzburg, to account for this phenomenon. 
It is well known that there are wells of pure 
water in several countries, which ebb and flow 
with great regularity, and that theories have been 
invented with a view to explain them, most of 
which appear to be characterized by probability. 
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Dr, Osann's ccmjecture with respect to the cause 
of the variations m the fountain in question may 
be summed up in a few words* 

He assumes that the brine rises from a reservoir 
placed within the bowds of the earth, with which 
the Artesian tube communicates. The waters, 
he thinks, are pressed into this tube, and made 
to ascend in it by the pressure of the heavy 
stratum of gas developed from the brine. As 
the brine ascends, and the reservoir is in part 
emptied, the gas expands, or becomes rarified^ 
and the result is, that it escapes through the 
channels in the earth, by which the brine had 
previously found its way into the reservoir. As 
soon as the heavy pressure is removed by the 
escape of the gas, the waters gradually rise again 
in the reservoir, fresh quantities of the gas are 
generated, and until the gas becomes sufficiently 
accumulated over the surface of the element to 
press it again upwards through the Artesian tube, 
the quantity of the brine remaining in the tube 
must of course fall, until it is met by the new 
''reaction. 

It appears to me extremely probable that this 
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is a very near approach, as far as it goes, to a 
correct exposition of the cause of the pheno- 
menon; and if the times of the rising and sub- 
siding of the water had been more regular, the 
theory might be deemed satisfactory. Tliese ir- 
regularities the learned doctor may, perhaps, be 
enabled to account for, upon further inquiries 
into this interesting subject. 
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With respect to the process for extracting the 
salt from the brine, the ordinary mode would have 
been to have it conveyed at once to boilers, in 
which the fluid parts would have been evaporated, 
and the residuum of salt, when disconnected from 
all its earthy and other grosser materials, would 
have been rendered available. It was found, how- 
ever, that this, the simple and ordinary process^ 
was attended with the consumption of such a vast 
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quantity of fuel^ that the expense of obtaining the 
salt in this way could never be repaid. It became^ 
therefore, a great object to devise some machinery 
by means of which all the useless ingredients in the 
brine might be first separated from it, and that the 
strength of the liquor itself might be augmented, 
before it was admitted into the pans. These preli- 
minary processes it is the object of all the machinety 
near the well to accomplish. By means of a water- 
wheel, the brine is pumped up from the well to the 
summit of the fagot pile, and conveyed into a long 
xetervdr, whence it drains into another similar re- 
servoir at a short distance beneath it The bfine, 
after depositing a quantity of mud in both these 
receptacles^ is th^ allowed to trickle through the 
fanndies ot black tbom, upon which it leaves a 
great quantity of oxide of iron. It falls into ci»- 
tems below, whence it is again pumped up, to 
undergo a repetition of the same system of purifioL 
tioD, until at length it is conducted into the pans 
ia «ucfa a state aa to yield a large j^portion of 
salt upon oomparatively reaionaUe tenni* Evcxy 
two years the pile of fagots is lenewed; the sta»- 
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lactite knatter upon the />ld fagots is broken ofF^ 
mid is used for the formation and repair of roads, 
and the wood itself is burnt. The ashes, from the 
quantity of alkali which they contain, make an 
excellent manure. I should add, that the gallery 
which runs between the upper and lower reservoirs 
forms, of a warm day, a very refreshing walk, on 
account of its great coolness, a quality it owes, I 
•presume, to the temperature of the brine, which 
would seem to .have yielded up all its natural heat 
to the gas it had left below. 

Understanding that Sir Charles Morgan and his 
celebrated lady had been in Kissingen for some 
weeks, I went to call upon them, and regretted to 
find that, although she had benefited from the use 
of the baths, the three or four previous ungenial 
days had brought on a relapse of her complaint and 
prevented her from being visible; the f<dlowing 
day, however, being more favourable, I met her 
breathing the fresh air on the promenade* She 
spoke very highly of Kissingen and its waters, and 
of the pleasant society which she had enjoyed 
while sojourning hei^. I talked to her of her ear- 
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lier novels, which I well remembered to have read, 
when a boy, with great delight. She said that she 
had written her first work before she was fourteen 
years old. 

There is a very pleasant watering-place near 
Kissingen, named Bocklet, which we were desirous 
of visiting ; but on the day which we had intended 
to devote to that purpose no machine of any sort 
was to be had in Kissingen, it being one of the 
days fixed by custom for the emigration thither of 
the visitors of the latter place. The whole morn- 
ing nothing was heard but the sounds of carriage 
wheels and the cracking of drivers^ whips ; Eissin- 
gen, so gay and crowded the day before, appeared 
to have been suddenly transformed into a desert. 
We regretted our disappointment, as we had heard 
a great deal about the natural beauties of Bocklet 
and its environs. As a spa, it is reputed, by com- 
petent authorities, to possess many qualities which, 
though lesB energetic in their action,, are found, for 
that very reason, to be more useful in some com- 
plaints than the waters either of Eissingen or 
Bruckenau. The springs of Bocklet are principally 
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chalybeates, or steel waters, and are often recom- 
mended to those patients who had gone through 
their course at Eissingen, with a view to fortify 
the system. It is no small addition to the attrac- 
tions of Bocklet, that the visitors there live alto- 
gether as one fieunily, and that the table ihote is 
equally remarkable for its excellent cuisine and the 
economy of its prices. The season begins in June 
and lasts only six or eight weeks. During that 
period, the Archbishop of Wurtzburg usually re- 
sides at his Italian villa in the neighbourhood. He 
is the lord of the domain. 

As soon as we could lay an embargo upon a post* 
chaise, we had our portmanteaus packed upon it, 
and drove off for Saxe-Meiningen, where we arrived 
early in the evening, and took up our quarters at 
the Sachischer Hof, a very spacious hotel, which 
appeared to me out of all proportion with the size 
of the town (containing about 5,000 inhabitants), 
the more especially as it is altogether out of the 
European highways, and very rarely visited by 
tourists from any country. It is situated on the 
right bank of the Werra, is the capital of the duchy 
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of Saxe^Mdningeti, and is the winter residence of 
the duke, ^ho, I need scarcely add, is brother of 
Adelaide, qneen dowager of England. She was 
bom here. 

The town is nearly encircled by woody hills, 
presenting, as indeed does the whole of the ducal 
territory, a quiet and secluded aspect, bordeiing^ 
partly upon the Black Forest, partly in the great 
forest of Thuringia. There is in the town a scho- 
lastic institution, which is said to be well Conducted; 
the terms for education are moderate. The Grerman, 
as spoken here, is reputed to be remarkably pure, 
and the means of living, including comfortable 
apartments, are understood to be more economical 
than in many other parts of northern Ger- 
many. 

The inhabitants of Meiningen are almost aU Lu- 
therans, with the exception of the Jews, who f<^rm 
an important body here, and have recently con- 
structed a new quarter, aspiring to magnificence. 
The houses are numerous, lofty, and In a unifbnn 
style of Italian architecture. The ground-floors are 
chiefly tiised as shops and wholesale wareiiotises, for 
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the sale of cloths, silks, shawls, Bdiemian glass- 
ware, and jewellery. Preparations were going on 
for fresh additions to these edifices, the hand- 
somest I have seen anywhere belonging to the 
Hebrews. 

Through the whole town, which has quite a 
German aspect, a deep stream of water is conducted 
for the convenience of the inhabitants. It runs 
near the irotiinr, and is covered with boards. The 
diurch is a very ancient one ; the altar still re- 
mains, just as it was in Catholic times, with a cru- 
cifix upon it, and candlesticks. In the latter were 
candles, and vases of newly gathered flowers were 
arranged between them. • Behind the altar are some 
curious monuments, with figures of knights in ar- 
mour upon them. They date from about 1540 ; 
but unfortunately, with a degree of taste for which 
there is no accounting, they have been all white- 
washed over ! We saw here several daubs of Lu- 
theran clergymen; the Common Prayer Book as 
arranged by Luther, printed in 1746, and a crucifix 
bearing an image of the Redeemer, with a crucifix 
on each side. We were shewn in the samsty ae- 
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veral old Catholic utensils and ornaments and two 
or three suits of vestments. Our guide, the daugh- 
ter of the sexton, gave us to understand that the 
most valuable curiosities of the church were locked 
up in an iron cabinet, inserted in the wall. The 
key of this depository being produced in a rusty 
condition, which evidently shewed that it had not 
been used for many a year, we applied it to the 
lock, but it broke in the process, and there we were 
obliged to leave it, without being able to gratify 
our eyes with a view of the treasures within. The 
pulpit is handsome, and the organ splendid ; but 
the nave is quite spoiled by the introduction of 
pews and ^ide galleries,»painted in the plainest 
manner, and giving to the interior of this fine 
edifice the appearance of a conventicle. 

The old town wears a pleasing aspect, as looked 
at from the end opposite to the church. The green 
hills around it are seen from that point to great ad- 
vantage, and shady trees make their way from the 
rural environs into the cross-streets, which relieve 
the sombreness that would have otherwise prevailed. 
The church, with its lofty tower, comes out weU in 
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the picture ; our hotel also added to the scene its 
dignified front, graced with the ducal arms; be- 
hind it there is a mill, in which the com is first 
pounded, and then ground in the usual way. 

The morning after our arrival our landlord kindly 
supplied us with a carriage to take us to see the 
new castle, which the duke has been engaged since 
1834 in erecting. It is situated upon the summit 
of a lofty hill, about three English miles from Mei- 
ningen, and partly on the site of an old castle 
belonging to the family, which was destroyed many 
years ago by lightning. A large fragment of the 
ancient wall still remains, nearly prostrated, and 
rent from top to bottom by the electric fluid. The 
new edifice is in the Gothic style. The external 
walls were already very nearly finished, and workmen 
were busily occupied in completing the ornaments 
of the interior, all of which appeared to me to be 
designed according to the best models. 

The ball-room is spacious and beautiful; its 
fretted roof is richly gilt. There were several 
windows here of painted glass, prepared to be put 
up in the rooms for which they were intended. 
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Some were executed by Kellner, qf Nuremberg, in 
1838. One of these represented the death of the 
blessed Virgin. A bishop in his mitre is seen 
putting in her hand a lighted taper^— ^ subject, by 
the bye, for which neither history nor tradition 
affords the slightest authority, the more approved 
belief being that the mother of the Redeemer 
ascended to heaven. Others of these windows 
appeared from their dates to have been painted in 
the years 1573 and 1675. One exhibited a Swiss 
scene, with peasants shooting at marks — another 
the passage of the Red Sea by the Israelites, led by 
Moses and pursued by the Egyptians. Through 
a break in the clouds appeared Christ and his 
apostles. 

The situation of this castle cotnmands a pano- 
rama of rare beauty, consisting of villages, undu* 
lating hills, smiling valleys, patches of woodland, 
corn-fields, and tracts of heaths, through which 
winds the Werra in so lazy a course, that a magni- 
ficent lake might be easily formed of it, which 
would be a most important addition to the scenery. 
The hills also want planting, so as to give them a 
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more park^like appenranoe. An. English or Scotch 
landscape gardener of taste would ia a £^w years 
ccmvert this place into a paradise, although it is 
very probable that some visitors would prefer to 
have it left just as it is. We were informed by the 
superintendent of the works, that we were only the 
second English party that had ever seen this castle 
-<«^o much is Meiningen out of the way of our 
summer tourists. We w^e accompanied on our 
excursion by the son dT our host, a well-looking, 
intelligent, and very agreeable young man. He 
spoke English weU, and had nearly finished his 
education at one of the German universities. 

We had no difficulty in finding admission to the 
duke's winter palace, an extensive,, patched-up sort 
of building, some two hundred years old. The 
picture-gallery contains a considerable number of 
works, with very few exceptions, of no great merit. 
It is shewn by a female servant, who has a written 
catalogue, which she is particularly scrupulous in 
not allowing to pass out of her own hand. Nor 
does she venture to affirm that it is absolutely cor- 
rect as to the names of the artists it assigns to 
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several of the pictures. She, however, goes through 
her task in the most civil and obliging manner. 

In the course of our hasty examination, I was 
particularly struck by a painting of a monk in his 
cell contemplating the crucifix by torch-light ; a 
skaiting scene by Vandermeer; a portrait of the 
Virgin and child, by Leonardo da Vinci ; a group 
comprehending Hercules and Nymphale, Cupid 
and Venus, the latter wearing a double masque, 
one representing a death^s head, the other the pro- 
file of the goddess ; an uncommonly fine old head ; 
a portrait ci Sobieski ; a philosopher reading ; a man 
pouring some soothing liquid upon a swollen hand, 
and a peasant drinking wine fix)m a tall glass 
with so much eagerness as to display the muscles 
of his throat in strong action. The floor of the 
gallery is composed of very handscmie variegated 
marbles, and there is in it scarcely a window which 
docs not present a charming view of hills, pleasure 
gardens, and villas. 
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We; made inquiries about a voiture, with a view 
to proceed at our ease upon our journey ; but we 
were informed by '^mine host^s^^ son, that it was a 
law of the duchy, that a traveller who arrives in 
Meiningen by a post-chaise, cannot leave it by a 
venture until after he has been two full days in the 
town. This is certainly the most curious specimen 
of legislation for the road I had before heard of; 
and one so little calculated to attract visitors to 
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Meiningen, that it very much lessened my surprise 
at this place being so rarely frequented by foreigners. 
Another still stronger motive for leaving this town 
out of a traveller's route is, the enormous bill which, 
would be presented to him upon his departure from 
the Sachischer Hof. Our beds were very good^and 
our two dinners unexceptionable. But we were 
only two nights and one day in the house, and our 
biU amounted to upwards of thirty shillings 
English. In Germany, and especially in one of its 
cheapest districts for every necessary of life, this 
was a tscale of charge really exorbitant. It was 
moreover exclusive of service ! 

The Duchy of Saxe-Meiningen contains six 
province^ 14S,^00 Lutherans, 1,090 Jews^ 450 
Catholics, 384 members of the ^^ rrfcwmed churdi,^ 
three gymnasiums and classical schools ; a seminary 
for sehoolHmasters, a school for foresters, seventeen 
town schools, and SIS viQage schools. Its ineome 
amounts to aboat 1,251,659 florins (a florin is 
1&. 8dF. English) ; itsanntial expenditun^ acfaiittiDg 
of a yeairly reserve c^ 25^000 flcnrins, is equal to its 
revenue; and its national debt imiounts to upwards. 
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^f 5,000y000 of florins, the interest of which, as 
vrdl as an annual af^m)fHiatkm for a sinking fund, 
aie included in the expenditure. Its contingent to 
the army of the Confederacy is 1,160 men. " The 
government is a constitutional monarchy ; the new 
fundamental law is dated Atigust 98, 1829. The 
diet is composed of twenty-four members, eight 
chosen from the class of seignorial landowners^ 
eight from the class of citizens, and eight from that 
of peasants. It must be convoked once in three 
years, and ean be convoked only by the duke. 
During the recesses, the functions of the diet are 
exercised by the nmrshal, two presidents and syndies. 
A substitute for the deputy is always chosen with 
the latter. All independent fathers of families are 
▼Dters, such^ at least, who are Christians, and who 
fulfil the duties of dtizens. A candidate for the 
repretraaitatioQ of a town, or of the peasants, must 
pay fifteen dollars in direct taxes, annually. The 
deputies of the landed pn^iietors must be twenty* 
five years old On the motion ei any deputy, the 
^otes of the diet may be given secifttly.^** 

* See Mr. Bisset Hawldns's Grermany, 
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Being indisposed to ptolong our stay at Mein« 
ingen, we inquired when the earlist eilwagen would 
set out for Gotha, and were informed at our hotels 
that it would depart for that destination at four 
o'clock on the following morning— a piece of in-^ 
jtelligenoe altogether destitute of truth, as we found 
to our very great inconvenience. Being resolved^ 
however, to be at the ojBSce in good time, we were 
there before the hour mentioned, with all our lug^ 
gage* The bureau was shut«4iot a soul stirring 
anywhere. The moon was shining out in all her 
lustre, rivalled by that of the day star, which was 
rapidly mounting in the heavens* A busy mill 
was already going near us. The light in the dial 
glass of the clock in the churdi tower was as yet 
unextinguished. The shades of night were fast 
rising from the distant hills, and as the day 
advanced, here and there appeared men going to 
)Hrork. Early housewives came with their pitdbers 
to the neighbouring fountain for water. Pigeons 
flew about in great numbers, and a bat or two 
wheeled above our heads, but still not a creature 
was visible at our bureau. The tower clock told 
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four, and five, and still no ngn of animation at the 
bureau. 

We poured out no blessings upon the hotel 
servants who so unnecessarily deprived us of our 
two and a half hours' lawful repose ; it was no 
very pleasant occupation to be walking up and 
down the lonely street at so early an hour in the 
morning, in momentary expectation of a diligence, 
of which the sound of its carriage wheels could 
not even yet be heard in the distance. 

At length, about half-past five, the shutters of 
the post-office window were opened, a diligence 
was drawn out of the yard, portmanteaus, boxes, 
carpet-bags, &c., were piled upon it. Certain that 
this was to be our vehicle, we desired the porter 
to put up our luggage also, and went into the 
office to pay for our places; but we were soon 
apprized by the book-keeper that this diligence 
was going altogether in an opposite direction, and 
so we were once more left to resume our " patient 
habit.** The passengers were speedily in their 
seats, the horses put to, and off they trotted with 
a velocity which we quite envied. The cracking 
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of the postilions' whips^ and the loud roll of the- 
wheels as they entered on the paved road of the 
town^ now announced the approadi of another 
diligence, but it rattled by our office to a distant 
-paxi of the town with its night-capped passengers 
all fast asleep, except one, who, rubbing his eyes,. 
looked drowsily out of the window. 

We were by no means certain of our places, as 
the diligence in which we expected to travel was 
to come from another town, and it might, or 
might not be full; however fortune deigned in 
her good time to smile upon us; the eilwagen,. 
for Gotha, arrived at eix o^clock, having plenty 
of room to spare ; our effects were stowed away.; 
so also were we, perfectly tired of our morning's 
pedestrian exercise, and in a short time we had 
the pleasure of leaving the exorbitant Sachischer 
Hof, and the inhospitable laws of Meiningen 
behind us. 

Our route conducted us between a double line 
of hills, which closely approached each other for 
a while, then opened and allowed us to catch 
Tiews of some very pretty hamlets, and both on 
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oiur riglU Bod left declivities well woodedi We 
adyanced then into a more expanded tract of 
country^ and beheld in the di^;ance ranges of hills, 
just putting off the mantles of vapour in which 
they had been wrapped during the night. Passing 
through the rough road of a village, we en- 
countered troops of goats with their tinkling bells 
making then: way out of it; then onward by 
brooks winding rapidly through valleys, sparkling 
in the sun, hes^e and there turning over-shot mills, 
through dense f(M*ests, by cottages, before which 
firewood was piled for sale — ^by rivulets crossed by 
rustic bridges, upon which groups of fat little 
urchins were disporting themselves — by pasturages 
where fine cattle were browsing, and corn-fields 
in which crowds of people were engaged in securing 
the harvest— and then a succession of small ham- 
lets in which the cottages were wholly constructed 
of wood and framed in the Swiss fashion. 

We stopped for a few minutes at Benshausen 
to take coffee. The gast haus presented every ap- 
pearance of comfort, and it had for its chief 
ornaments a comely hostess, and one of the 
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prettiest little girls I ever saw; she was about 
five years old, and during our brief acquaintance 
she engaged herself so much with me, that she 
would have been quite contented to have eloped 
with us in the diligence ! Many merchants live 
about here, who collect stores of wine from all 
the northern parts of Germany, and from this 
place despatch them to Saxony, Poland, and else- 
where. 

Quitting Benshausen, where, by the bye, we took 
in a fresh passenger, a young man who spoke 
enough of English to make himself intelligible to 
us, and was then upon his way back to his 
university to proceed with his education, we en- 
tered at once upon the great forest of Thuringia, 
where the King of Saxony, and the Dukes of 
Saxe-Meiningen and Saxe-Coburg meet annually 
to hunt the large stags with double horns, which 
abound in the depths of these vast shades. Nothing 
can be more majestic than the first view of this 
ocean of foliage waving high in air, and reaching 
to a distance which appears immeasurable. 

We entered the territory of Saxe-Coburg by the 
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town of Meliss, in which numbers of English arti- 
zans are employed in the manufacture of arms and 
all kinds of cutlery* Further on is another town, 
or rather large village, in which many of our ope- 
ratives are similarly engaged. Nothing is to be 
heard all round but the sounds of clacking mills, 
hammers, and sledges. The mountains all about 
h&re abound in iron ore, and also, it is said, in gold 
and silver. The miners speak a dialect of their 
own, which the Grermans do not understand. 

The women of this neighbourhood se&ai to have 
a very general fancy for cotton cloaks ; the posti- 
lions also are fond of gay di*e8ses, and they all play 
captally upon the bugle, with which they are by 
no means reluctant to entertain their passengers. 
We observed great stacks of bark collected by the 
road side. Numbers of waggons well laden with 
merchandize passed us by, presenting a busy and 
commercial air. Our student fellow-traveller wa3 
very communicative as to every thing which he 
thought would interest us. Amongst other things, 
he stated that the ash of this country was of a pe- 
culiarly adhesive quality ; so much so, that small 
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blocks of it were sawed by very fine instruments 
into T^ thin leaves, which were used as cards fer 
having names and addresses lithographe4 upon 
than. He presented us with his own eardy fimned 
from this material, with his name (Itschee) very 
neatly lettered upon it. 

Tlie load on which we were travelling was ad- 
mirable; it is the wGrk of the Duke of Saace* 
Coburg, and has only been finished within the last 
eight years; it is planted on each side with the 
mountain ash, and occasionally ascends great 
heights, whence we looked down upon woods of 
pine and upon beautiful green valleys, emerjgiog 
from the mystic recesses of the Thuringian facest* 
We were already 8,S7S feet above the levd of the 
sea ; and ascending still, we readied the summit of 
a mountain, upon which a pillar is raised in h<Hiour 
of the reigning duke of Saxe^Coburg. From this 
elevated poskion we weie enabled to survey the 
tops of other mountains to a very great distance, 
until the intervention of the great Ibrest closed the 
prospect. 

Descending gently from these heights, we arrived 
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at the hunting seat of the ducal family, a very 
modest rustic building, with a number of out- 
offices adjoining it, for the accommodation of a 
large stud of horses, with which the duke supplies 
his numerous guests in the hunting season. It is 
said that as many as three hundred stags are often 
met with together, feeding in the forest. Our pos- 
tilion pointed out a chamber in the lodge, which he 
said was usually occupied by Prince Albert when- 
ever he sojourned here. The walls of the lodge 
are abundantly decorated with remarkably large 
stag-horns, the trophies of many a victory in these 
forest wars. 

The number of our passengers had increased so 
much on the way, that a post-carriage was added, 
in which we were invited to take our places, if we 
preferred it to the eilwagen; an offer which we 
gladly accepted, as some of our companions in the 
larger vehicle were indefatigable in the use of their 
pipes. We descended from the mountain by a zig- 
zag road, exceedingly well constructed, and as soon 
as we reached the level below, the postilions set 
off at a quickened pace. There were four horses 
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attached to the eilwag^n; it was an interesting 
sight to see them, with their riders dressed in gay 
red jackets, run on before us into the darkness of 
the forest, the postilions sounding their bugles 
occasionally, until the notes were lost in distance. 

Occasionally viUages, all i la Suisse, appeared 
in openings of the forest, and also prairies, in which 
women were making hay. Their heads and faces 
were protected from the sun by large straw bon- 
nets, in square forms behind. The fragrance of 
the new-mown herbage was delicious. The fancy 
of the women, in colours for their gowns, aprons, 
and ribands, appears unanimous in favour of blue. 
I could not see whether they also sported blue 
stockings ! 



THE END. 
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